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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
April 4, 2008 

Calgary Board of Education 
Coventry Hills Superstore, 2nd floor 

100 Country Village Road NE, Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance 
 
 Diane Boutin     C.S.C.F.S.A. 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land Regional Division 
 John Neill     Prairie Land Regional. Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View School Division 
 Doug Gardener    Foothills School Division 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Kerry Hobbes     Golden Hills School Division 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic Board of Education 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies School Division 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 David Anderson    A.S.B.A. 
 Lynn Ferguson    Calgary Board of Education 
 
Acting Chair 
 
 Lynn Ferguson was voted in by acclamation to be Acting Chair of April 4, 2008,  
 Zone 5 meeting. 
  
Call to Order 
 

Lynn Ferguson, Acting Chair, called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.  Round 
table introductions were made. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the agenda be approved as circulated. 
 
               Carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 Moved by John Neill that the minutes of  March 7, 2008 , be accepted. 
 

Carried. 
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Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
 There was no business arising from the minutes. 
 
Correspondence 
 
 There was no correspondence received. 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
Rocky View School Division, Helen Clease 
 

• We are in the last phases of developing our 2008-2022 Three Year Plan.  We have 
looked at our Vision, Mission and motto statements.  The last step is to develop a 
new logo.  The first draft will be sent to all staff for feedback. 

• We will be holding our Joint Board/School Council meeting later in April.  All 
Councils have been asked to submit agenda items. 

• On April 3, our Board voted to approve a new calendar for Rocky View School 
Division.  Calendar 1 and 2 options were sent out to stakeholders for feedback 
and we received over 1,500 responses.  After listening to the stakeholders, we 
asked the calendar committee to come up with a third option, a hybrid of options 
1 and 2.  The new calendar has the PD days embedded in it. 

• The ATA Symposium, the Alberta Home and School Association – Evolve, and 
Closing the Gap Conference in Kananaskis will all be attended by at least one 
representative from Rocky View School Division. 

• A draft Inclement Weather Policy to never close schools for weather issues has 
been circulated among stakeholders for feedback. 

• Our trustee, Bruce Pettigrew, from our Advocacy Committee, will sit on the 
ASBA Advocacy Committee. 

 
Prairie Land Regional Division, John Neill 
 

• We had one trustee attend the conference in Saskatoon.   
• We have set up a board page on our website. 
• We have had a request to go to a four-day school week. 

 
Comment: Our division has this request as well, and it was very well received.  We 

thought it might be a drawing card to bring in teachers for our more 
remote areas. 

 
Comment: Golden Hills has had a school on the four-day school week and it seems to 
  be working well. 
 
Comment: This may take away from your teachers taking personal days. 
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Comment: These days off could impact bus drivers, etc. and could have a large  
  impact. 
 
Comment: Community by-ins is difficult because they often find this detrimental to  
  their businesses. 
 

• Our board is pleased to have a nominee for the Edwin Parr award. 
 
CSCFSA, Diane Boutin 
 

• We have finally moved into our four new portables in Cochrane. 
• We are presently reviewing our Vision and Mission statement, as well as our 
      Catholic mandates.  We are consulting all interested parties. 
 

CSSA 
 

• No report. 
 
Golden Hills School Division, Kerry Hobbes 
 

• We are still dealing with Wheatland East. 
• On April 28th, we are hosting a symposium at the Tyrrell Museum in Drumheller 

asking community leaders and politicians to attend and to give us their opinions 
on education. 

• We missed our last Board meeting because of the Easter break. 
 
Comment:   Four communities in Wheatland need a new facility for their use.  We are  
  trying to work this out.  Some communities want their own facility.   
  Building in the middle of nowhere is very difficult as well as picking one 
  community over another.  We will have to make a decision this year. 
 
Foothills School Division, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• We have a number of construction issues on the go.  We have demolished one 
wing and portables have arrived to replace this. 

• We are working on our P3 projects. 
• We are doing public consultations re busing issues.  We were instructed to consult 

with stakeholders and are consulting with everyone.  The issue is on 
grandfathering.  As a board, we cut off all grandfathering.  This went to a judge 
who said we must do more consultation.  We have three major days set up across 
the division.  The judge ruled in favour of the people who instigated against us. 

 
Comment: We haven’t written a new policy.  This was outside of policy as the grand- 
  fathering wasn’t in it.  We feel we can fund our system if we can  
  cancel the grandfathering. 
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Comment: Since this issue, we also have another issue – band instruments on buses  
  which is escalating to hockey bags, back packs, etc.  This isn’t answered 
  in the Transportation Act, the rules are vague. 
 
Comment: There is a similar complaint in Calgary.  It is a problem for everyone. 
 
Comment: The bus drivers feel they are the ones that are taking the heat and are 
  asking us to be definitive on this.  It may lead to policy. 
   
Christ the Redeemer 
 

• No report. 
 
Canadian Rockies School Division, Sheila Snowsell 

 
• We are still counting the number of students in Canmore.  They are thinking that 

if the older children have gone through French Immersion, the younger siblings 
should do so also.  French Immersion is considered an elitist program as it has no 
special needs students.  Capping the French Immersion numbers will allow us to 
spread them out a little bit. 

• We are spending a little time on key directives (future planning).  Emery 
Dawsdale is coming to speak to us.  He may be controversial and will get us to 
think outside the box. 

• We have concluded Phase 3 of our Community Forum with the scenario building 
exercises.   Twenty-four people are at the core of this.  This will lead us to an 
implementation phase next year  We will have a coordinator and may send a 
delegation to Helsinki on working together to address world issues. 

 
Comment: This is just total thinking out of the box. We arrived at our French   
  Immersion problem by not thinking out of the box.  New Brunswick is   
  taking out early French Immersion because they have the same problem. 
  The school is not full, numbers have come down.  We have three French  
  Immersion K and one English K with all the special needs students in the  
  English program.  This is not a space issue. 
 
Comment: Choice should not be unfiltered.  Allowing choice could impact other 
  things.  French Immersion should not be an elitist program but starting 
  restrictions could cause this to become an elitist program. 
 
Comment: Small schools run into this problem when the numbers are not there. 
 
Comment: Prairie Land is just trying to keep the basics in our schools. 
 
Comment: French is internationally recognized as the second language in the world 
  of commerce. 
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Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 
 

• At the March 8th Board meeting the Board made the decision to close the regular 
program at Windsor Park School effective June 30, 2008.  The school will 
continue with the Home Economics program so there will be students still in this 
school. 

• We looked at the student accommodation plan for grades 7 to 9 at Piitoayis 
Family School for information and for the record.  Following question and answer 
and debate, the Board determined that it is satisfied that sufficient information has 
been provided for the Board to proceed with consideration of closure of the junior 
high program. 

• We had a Board development session on nutrition in order to develop more 
complete knowledge and a better understanding of specific policy issues, and to 
support effective board monitoring.  It focused on Calgary Board of Education 
Nutrition Administrative Regulations, Practices and Guidelines. 

• We had a Workforce Planning session on Board Development to develop more 
complete knowledge and a better understanding of specific policy issues, and to 
support effective board monitoring.  This session included a presentation by 
Alberta Education entitled “Workforce Planning:  Attracting, Developing, and 
Retaining Great Teachers for Alberta Students”. 

• We received a report regarding the student accommodation plan for the Mandarin 
Bilingual Program, located in Langevin School, for information and for the 
record.  Following question and answer, and debate, the Board determined that it 
is satisfied that sufficient information has been provided in order for the Board to 
proceed with consideration of closure of the K to 6 bilingual Program at Langevin 
School to allow for its relocation. 

• At the March 18 Calgary Hitmen’s Player Awards Banquet, four new members of 
the Hitmen team were honoured, not for their hockey accomplishments on the ice, 
but rather for their outstanding contribution to students in the classroom.  Mary 
Montgomery, Grade 3 and Resource Teacher at Rosedale School and Nicole 
Carney, Literacy Curriculum Leader at Roland Michener School were 
acknowledged for their outstanding commitment, energy and dedication towards 
the promotion of literacy in their schools.  For 8 years, the Hitmen and their 
exclusive program sponsor, Schlumberger Canada, have extended high interest 
collectable hockey books to Alberta students as part of the “Literacy for Life” 
program.  This year over 8000 CBE students received a copy of “Hitmen 
Triumph”.  This partnership between CBE, Calgary Hitmen, Schlumberger 
Canada and the ReadOn! Literacy for Life program received the 2008 Mayor’s 
Award of Excellence for Literacy Support and Enhancement. 

• A CBE grade 7 student, 12 year old Thomas Sorensen, is the 2008 Easter Seals 
Youth Ambassador for southern Alberta.  Thomas has a rare form of muscular 
dystrophy, less than 20 people in the world have it, but continues to play soccer  
and Video games, and has an interest in turtles. 

• Cody Wan, CBE Grade 8 student from John Ware Junior High has claimed the 
prize of Calgary’s top speller for the second year in a row.  This secures a spot for 
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him in the National CanWest CanSpell competition in Ottawa this April and also 
the Scripps Competition in Washington, D.C. the following month. 

• Pat Cochrane has been in Halifax sharing with their Board. 
• Pat Cochrane and Lynn Ferguson have just returned from Orlando where they 

presented. 
 
Calgary Catholic Board of Education, Rosemarie Goerlitz 
 

• On March 18, a district celebration was held to honour and acknowledge the 
achievements and awards of a number of students, staff and schools.  All trustees 
were present to recognize recipients and a reception was held after the official 
program had concluded.  This type of celebration is held twice annually to 
recognize excellence in our District. 

• We have recently completed public consultation with two Calgary area 
communities where a school, or a program within a school, is proposed for 
closure.  We have begun the School Closure Process as defined by the School Act 
for two schools, (1) St. Margaret which will undergo a major renovation and 
cause displacement of all students for the 2008-2009 school year.  Upon 
reopening, the District administration has proposed closure of the K-6 English 
program while the K-6 Spanish program will remain; (2) St. Clement, which 
currently has an enrolment of 88 students, and data indicates a decline next year. 
Administration has proposed closure due to insufficient number of potential 
student registrations in the regular program.  Public consultation is now 
underway. 

 
Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the Board Sharing reports be accepted as read. 
          Carried. 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
A.S.B.A., Doug Gardner 
 

• In an attempt to involve the grassroots membership in the policy development 
process, each zone and metro board will be asked to name a representative to the 
ASBA Policy Advisory Committee.  At the Zone level, the Alternate Director 
(Anne-Marie will represent Zone 5) will be given first right of refusal – if 
working on policy development does not appeal to the Alternate Director, then the 
opportunity will be extended to anyone from the Zone who has a passion for 
policy.  The Committee is chaired by ASBA Vice President Jacquie Hansen. 

• All trustees are encourage to participate in the Fiscal Accountability Initiative.  
The day long session provides school boards with the tools they need to reinforce 
their fiscal management and oversight responsibilities.  If you are unable to attend 
the session scheduled at the Greenwood Inn in Calgary on May 5th, please check 
www.asba.ab.ca for alternate dates and locations. 
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• The Board of Directors is recommending a “hold the line” budget for ratification 
by the membership at the June Spring General Meeting.  The budget contains a 
3.3% increase in the per diems for board members, an increase in transportation 
allowance from $.44 to $.48/k , a 1.5% increase in membership fees, and service 
rates fee will remain frozen, but the Association will begin to charge boards for a 
portion of travel expenditures incurred to deliver services  Carol Bazinet (CBE) 
and Lynda Akers (Zone 2/3) will present to Zone 5 in either April or May. 

• The Board approved the Associations 2008-2011 strategic plan.  Based on 
feedback from the members:   

 a)  the Board retained the current advocacy priorities of infrastructure, 
 transportation and high school completion, 
 b)  the Board adopted early intervention/school preparedness and special 
 education as its research priorities, 
 c)  the Board agreed to survey the members to determine the level of support 
 for research on the topic of health and wellness as it relates to students, 
 d)  enhancing partnerships among the educational partners will be a focus of 
 the association’s work during the three-year plan. 
• Kathy Cooper, a trustee from the Prairie Rose School Division, was appointed to 

the Joint Stakeholder Committee on Children and Poverty which is administered 
by the Alberta Teachers’ association. 

 
Comment: In May, Carol Bazinet will present on “Hold the Line”. 
 
Comment: AISI has an upcoming planning conference and needs a representative to  
  sit on this committee.  This request has been sent to boards. 
 
A.S.B.A., David Anderson 
 

• Both Heather and Jacquie are on holidays. 
• There is an upcoming “Closing the Gap” conference to be held April 13-15.  We 

are disappointed in the response and encourage you to send someone from your 
board to attend this conference.  Aboriginal achievement is a challenge for all 
boards.  Registration can be done on line at www.asba.ab.ca. 

 
Comment: There is not a central registry for event planning at the present time.  This  
  may be worked on. 
 

• The Financial Accountability Workshop wants all trustees to attend.  School 
boards are not doing a good enough job on monitoring and guiding affairs.  The 
buck stops with trustees which is an onerous and serious responsibility.  This is 
very important for all trustees. 

• Heather wrote the Minister on the 15-passenger van issue (re the New Brunswick 
incident).  He has appointed someone to work with us.  The solution may be the 
elimination of all 15 passenger vans.  Many school boards have already addressed 
this issue. 
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• Student health  - needs to be monitored and watched by ASBA.  We are delighted 
with the response from the school boards.  This time school officials 
overwhelmed health officials for the first time ever. 

• Principal Quality Standards– recommended they come out of the union, be 
certified, and have quality standards.  The government doesn’t accept union and 
certification.  We feel the Department is losing a bit of interest in this.  It appears 
they won’t publish as a standard. 

 
Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 
 

• “The Board is responsible for creating the future, not minding the shop.”  John 
Carver.   
Boards need to focus more on the world outside the organization than the one 
inside to create a mission and results related policies built on the mission.  Board 
leadership of an organization is jeopardized more by the organization itself than 
by any other threat.  Boards need to rise above the organizational myopia to taste 
the grand exposure of the larger context – broader vision; a vision that goes 
beyond compliance focused governance to strategic focused governance.  
Compliance focused governance – the focus is on monitoring, ensuring 
compliance with regulatory requirements, accounting standards, minimizing legal 
liability exposure, etc.  Strategic focused governance ensures management has in 
place procedures to ensure efficient compliance but focuses their time and 
attention on enhancing strategic planning processes, the identification of principle 
risks, succession planning for the board and CEO, reviewing and approving 
corporate goals and objectives, and evaluation of the CEO.  

 
Comment: High School completion – drop-outs, based on students who are 14 years  

  of age or older, are calculated differently with slightly different cohorts.   
  Drop-outs may come back.  Returnees between 14-19 will be captured.   
  Older students will not. 

 
Comment: David will send his quote to Don Thomas. 
 

• The Honourable David Hancock. Q.C. was sworn in as Minister of Education and 
as Government House Leader.  His previous portfolios include Minister of Health 
and Wellness, Advanced Education, Justice and Attorney General and 
Intergovernmental and Aboriginal Affairs.  He believes in giving back to the 
community and supports numerous non-profit and service organizations. 

• Lois Hawkins, former Alberta Education Assistant Deputy Minister, Strategic 
Services Division, was named Deputy Minister of Alberta Culture and 
Community Spirit.  Nancy Stewart will be acting as Assistant Deputy Minister, 
Strategic Services Division during this transition time. 

• Keith Jones has been appointed as Director of the Zone 2/3 Services Branch.  He 
has previous worked in Zone 5 Services as Education Manager, School 
Improvement Branch, School Improvement Branch as Acting Director, Capital 
Planning as Education Manager, Zone 1 Services Branch as Education Manager 
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and Zone 2/3 Branch as Acting Director.  Prior to joining Alberta Education , he 
was the Superintendent of the Prairie Rose Regional School Division for 13 years. 

• The Allergy Anaphylaxis Informational Response resource was distributed to all 
Alberta schools to increase awareness about allergy causes, effects and 
treatments.  This has been developed in response to the Alberta School Boards 
Association’s policy advisory that was developed in fall 2007 and will assist 
school boards in providing secure and caring places for children and all members 
of our learning community.  We encourage all boards to look at this. 

• The Accountability Pillar parent surveys were conducted as scheduled; however, 
the online surveys for teachers and students were delayed until March.  It is now 
not possible to report on the survey results in May which will have updates only 
on the Rutherford Scholarship, High School Completion, Post-Secondary 
Transition, Drop-Out, and Diploma Examination Participation.  In October the 
Provincial Achievement Test results, Diploma Examination results, and survey 
results will be updated for use in completing the Annual Education Results 
Reports. 

• The Public Satisfaction telephone survey will be administered May 5 to April 15 
and results will be available in fall 2008 as part of Alberta Education’s annual 
report. 

• Registration is open for the Pan-Canadian Interactive Literacy Forum which will 
take place in Edmonton April 14-15. 

• The full report and executive summary of the Daily Physical Activity 
Implementation Survey are now available on the Alberta Education website.  
Results indicate that the majority of respondents view the initiative positively but 
had a concern with a lack of facilities for DPA.  Most schools are providing 
additional funding to purchase equipment for gymnasiums and school yards and 
are scheduling DPA as daily physical education classes. 

 
CLL, Larry Maerz 
 

• No report. 
 

Teacher Preparation, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• No report. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory Committee, Roy Goulet 
 

• No report. 
 
Calgary Regional Planning Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• No report. 
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Edwin Parr Committee 
 

• We have received seven applications from nominees. 
• At the banquet, nominees are allowed one free guest and one free presenter who 

introduces the nominee. 
• Will speak to Grace at Calgary Board re flowers, bells, centerpieces, programs, 

etc. 
 
Labour Relations, John Neill 
 

• We are preparing for support staff negotiations. 
 
ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• No report. 
 
Professional Development 
 

• David Woloshyn will speak to Don Thomas about bringing John Berger to speak 
on G.L.A.  Zone 1 has already has this speaker. 

 
John Neill moved that the reports be accepted as presented. 
          Carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

• There was no new business. 
 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
A presentation was made by Keith Bowen and David Woloshyn on “Provincial Results”. 
 
Some comments: 
 
 - Provincially, there is the Accountability Pillar to handle bullying, and whether or 

not guidelines are being met re student achievement. 
 
 - Presently, trades people need a teacher with them if they are to teach students.  This 

is a very expensive practice and Alberta Education is looking in this area. 
 
 - Alberta Education considers working on transition to be included. 
 
 - We will concentrate on “PAT”. 
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 - If jurisdiction data shows a decline for two years in a row, an action plan will have 
to be done. 

 
 - We are looking at how to improve our public communication.  We will work to 

make this more people friendly.  All this information is on line. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Sheila Snowsell that the meeting be adjourned. 
          Carried. 


