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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, April 9, 2010 

Coventry Hills Superstore 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 
 Marge Belcourt    Calgary Catholic  
 Donna Engel     ASBA 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Lynn Ferguson    Calgary Board of Education 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Francois Godri    CSCSA 
 Diana Froc     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Barb Rangen     Golden Hills School Division 
 Jennifer Avery     Rocky View Schools 
 John Neill     Prairie Land School Division 
  
 
Call to Order 

 
Jay Lyons called the meeting to order at 9:30 a.m.   

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Francois Goulet that the agenda be approved as submitted. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Marge Belcourt that the Minutes dated March 5, 2010 be approved as 
amended. 

Carried 
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Correspondence 
 

• ASBA letter re Call for Proposed Reconsideration of Policy. 
 
 Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

• None 
 
REPORTS             

 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• The draft 2010-11 budget was approved by the board which will be presented to the 
members at the spring AGM.  There will be a full presentation of the proposed ASBA 
budget at the next Zone 5 meeting. 

• 29 school boards responded with their ideas on the Resolving Alberta’s School 
Infrastructure Deficit:  School Boards’ Input Toward Solutions report.   

• The Board adopted the 2010-13 Strategic Plan.  Key changes to the plan include:  

o an increased focus on providing supports to school boards in their efforts to engage 
their publics;  

o including Early Learning in a research project focused on Early Intervention and 
School Preparedness;  

o increased emphasis on governance in trustee development programs. 

• The Board of Directors appointed Collins Barrow LLP as the auditors for ASBA for the 
year ending August 31, 2010. 

• Talked about increasing leadership capacity; looking at not including vice-chairs of zones 
as being eligible to serve on the ASBA Board of Directors.  This would help in easing 
responsibilities of those in leadership positions already. 

• “Becoming a School Trustee” pamphlet is available in each school division office. 

 
ASBA Executive Report, Donna Engel on behalf of Heather Welwood 

• Zone chairs have been invited to the next Leadership Retreat. 

• Issues Budget, Bylaws bulletin has been sent out. 

• The proposed ASBA Budget will be presented at the May 21 Zone 5 meeting 

 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 

• 2011-14 Capital Plan submissions – same as last year. 

• Media Awareness Network’s Passport to the Internet Online Student Resource – 
available at http://education.alberta.ca/admin/technology/tools-and-resources.aspx 
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• Learning Resources Credit Allocation – eligible schools can apply the LRCA towards 
25% of their purchases at the LRC. 

• Learning Symposium 2: Working Together for ALL Students – will be held in Red Deer 
on May 6-7.  Contact Jim Rubuliak by email at Jim.rubuliak@gov.ab.ca or by phone at 
780-644-7139. 

• Provincial Approach to Student Information (PASI) – all school authorities including 
those piloting a PASI-enable SIS will be required to use PASIprep to approve their 
enrolment information to Alberta Education.  Detailed information and updates are 
available at http://extranet.engage.education.gov.ab.ca/pasi. 

 
ASBALE, Jennifer Avery 
 

• No report 
 
Advocacy 
 

• No report 
 
CLL 
 

• No report 
 

Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities 
 

• No report 
 

Edwin Parr Committee 
 

• No report 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory 
 

• No report 
 
Labour Relations 

• No report 
 

Regional Consortium 
 

• No report 
 
Drug Awareness Committee, Roy Goulet (absent) 

 
• No report. 
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Moved by Doug Gardner that the reports be accepted as presented.           Carried 
 

 
BOARD SHARING            
 
Canadian Rockies (absent) 

• No report. 
 

Christ the Redeemer (absent) 

• No report. 
 

Foothills School Division, Jay Lyons 

• Budget discussions underway. 

• Continuing with school attendance boundaries adjustment in the Okotoks area.  Will be 
holding a public meeting on May 18. 

• Learner Profile (assessment and reporting) – that process will continue for another 4 
years.  There are no significant issues in the K-6, however, there are more concerns from 
the grades 7-9 parent group and it is basically centred on “how do the students transition 
from non-grade assessment to high school where percentages are used?” 

 
Golden Hills, Joyce Bazant 

• ‘Students Speak Out’ happening this Friday. 

• Had a second public hearing with the County of Wheatland with respect to the rezoning 
of some land – it was defeated.  Not sure what could have been done to convince the 
council that this was a good thing as it has been ‘in the works’ for about 5 years.  Not 
sure what the next step will be. 
 

CSCFSA, Francois Godri 

• Had one of their teachers is now a semi-finalist in the Excellence in Teaching Awards – 
extremely proud of him. 

• Had their 25th anniversary last month of their school division.  There were over 150 
people at the celebration including faculty and former students.  A very successful event. 

• The 2 boards (CSSA & CSCFSA) are still working through the regional authority to 
bring them together as one operating board.  The boards have come to a conclusion 
(distributed press release) that they will be moving forward with the project.  Parents are 
overwhelming in support of this venture.  At the beginning of this idea, there was lots of 
apprehension, however, it was evident at last night’s meeting that this has been overcome 
to a large extent.  There is still a lot of work to be done, however, we are moving towards 
a greater purpose. 
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CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher  

• Reiterated Francois’ comments that last evening’s meeting was very positive and 
excitement for this venture is building.  The Minister has the last word on this however.  
Hopefully they will be able to make it work under the timelines developed. 

 
Prairie Land, John Neill 

• They have a resolution (distributed) that the Alberta government return all the reserves 
that Alberta Education took from them.  Mr. Lyons encouraged boards to email their 
resolutions to the chair - discussions of these resolutions will take place at the May 
meeting – have resolutions into Rita by April 30 who will distribute them by May 1. 

• Looks like enrolment will be down by about 30 students this next year.  

• Looking at staffing reductions over 2 years. 
 

Rocky View Schools, Jennifer Avery 

• Next year’s school calendar has been approved and is much the same as this year’s. 

• Budget and capital plan has been focus areas.  Hoping to be approved for 20 portables to 
be distributed throughout the division, but are thinking of putting 10-12 together as a 
modular school in Airdrie. Also looking at utilizing libraries or community centres as 
classrooms. Mrs. Ferguson advised that in some of their schools they are using their 
libraries as classrooms and are putting all the books on book trolleys.  Have also done 
some ‘dual-tracking’ in some schools to help accommodate the students. 

 
Calgary Catholic, Marge Belcourt 

• Going through a Leadership Quality Standard. 

• Have rewritten the mission and vision statements.  Had all stakeholders provide input to 
that. 

• Also working on the budget. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 
 

• On March 18 Dr. Richard Elmore (Instructional Rounds in Education; Harvard Graduate 
School of Education) shared with a group of over 850 leaders (CBE & many other 
agencies).  Shared his current exploration of how schools of different types and in 
different policy contexts develop a sense of accountability and capacity to deliver high 
quality instruction.  He also discussed his research on educational choice, school 
restructuring, and how changes in teaching and learning affect school organization.    She 
described how he worked on his process of Instructional Rounds.  He is a very interesting 
speaker and didn't hold back his punches.  She described how the Superintendent is 
working with current school administrators in improving professional development aimed 
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at enhancing student learning.   For additional information re Dr. Elmore, please visit 
www.gse.harvard.edu/glog/uk <http://www.gse.harvard.edu/glog/uk>  
 

 
Moved by Anne-Marie Boucher that the reports be accepted as shared.           Carried 
 

 
PRESENTATION            
 
ASBA Drug Awareness Committee 
 
Vince Rodgers and Kerry Milder (Zone 5 Director) joined the meeting at 10:49 a.m.  This 
committee is actually one of the longest running committees that ASBA has.  This committee is 
all about healthy communities and helping our students with drug awareness and prevention.  
Roy Goulet is the rep for this zone.  Stronger focus now is on forming partnerships due to loss of 
funding.  Vince spoke on the structure and object of the roundtable discussions – hoping to have 
36-40 people involved.  Will be meeting at Barnett House on June 3.  Their committee will act as 
a conduit for letting jurisdictions know what’s out there.  Discussion.   A suggestions was made 
to provide a ‘flowchart’ type of document outlining who to contact first and second and so on.  
This would have the resources available at the fingertip.  Concern was expressed about the lack 
of support or resources for rural communities.  Need to find ways to sustain this committee and 
the work they have begun.   
 
 
NEW BUSINESS            
 

• None 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:40 a.m. 
 


