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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, December 2, 2011 

Rocky View Schools 
2651 Chinook Winds Drive 

Airdrie, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Helen Clease (Chair)    Rocky View Schools 
 Carol Bazinet (Vice-Chair)   Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Cheryl Smith     ASBA 
 Suzanne Lundrigan    ASBA 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Lynn Ferguson     Calgary Board of Education  
 Laurie Copland     Foothills School Division   
 Elaine Horner     Prairie Land School Division 
 Diane Boutin     CSCFSA 
 Larry Tucker     Golden Hills School Division 
 Sylvie Roth     CSCFSA 
 Robert St. Onge     Alberta Education 
 Bev LePeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Dave Price     Golden Hills School Division 
 Karen Bartsch     Grasslands Regional Division 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Helen Clease called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m.  Introductions. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Sheila Taylor that the agenda be approved as submitted.           Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the Minutes dated November 4, 2011, be approved 
as submitted.                   Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes 

• Handbook tabled until we hear from Anne-Marie Boucher. 
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Correspondence:  
• Letter re Jacquie Hansen stepping down temporarily as President. 
• Evaluations of the ASBA FGM. 
• Could Board Chair emails be sent to the Zone Chairs?   

 
Chair Report: 
 Any directives for action?  None submitted. 
 
 
REPORTS             
 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher (absent) 

 
ASBA Executive, Cheryl Smith 

 
• Jacquie Hansen has sent an email advising that she will be submitting her name for the 

position of PC candidate for St. Albert.  She has therefore stepped down temporarily as 
ASBA President until the outcome of that submission is realized.   

• Have been working in partnership with Alberta Ed and others on several initiatives.   
• Letter has been sent out asking for input to the Strategic Plan. 
• There will be an ASBA Student Wellness Conference in Banff next September. 
• Spoke to the issue of withdrawing from CSBA.  This is in the purview of the Board of 

Directors.  Understand that 23 boards responded (19 said rejoin if conditions have been 
met; 3 said no; and 1 declined to answer questions and wanted it to go to the entire 
membership).  Discussion.  Concerns stem around the administration of the CSBA.  With 
respect to the 2% fee levy (13 boards said ‘no’ to 2%; 5 declined; rest did not respond).  
The majority of those who responded were against the fee levy. 
 
Question: The resolution was to look at new ways of assessment and yet our policy 

says we support PAT’s.  Will this need to be changed?  Appears to be a 
conflict. 

Answer: Need to work on that - the Board of Directors will address.  A possibility 
for the Advocacy Committee to take up. 

 
Discussion.  This may be an opportunity to submit a Directive for Action.  Helen asked if 
bringing forward a policy at each meeting might be helpful so that we become more 
aware of them?  Would this be worthwhile?  The response indicated this would be a good 
idea.  It was suggested, however, that when you look at just one policy, perhaps there 
could be others that complement or tie into that specific policy.  Perhaps look at them by 
‘topic’.   
 
Suzanne advised that a videoconference on January 24 (noon-1:30) featuring Jeremy 
Schick speaking about FOIP with the perspective of trustees.  For another session, have 
secured a professor (Paula Knopf) to talk about arbitration.  This will be held on January 
20. 
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Alberta Education, Robert St. Onge 

• Reviewed some of the important dates for school jurisdictions. 

• Achievement Tests – there is an expectation that the results are shared with parents.  
Consortia are offering workshops which will include information for teachers regarding 
the Math 3, 6, and 9 PATs. 

• Curriculum Redesign is aimed at ensuring Alberta’s curriculum remains responsive and 
relevant for students.  The project goals are to revise standards and guidelines for 
curriculum and associated curriculum development processes to promote “engaging 
curriculum that inspires every students every day.” 

• Recent events were reviewed. 

• Bringing School Authorities Together to Build an Inclusive Education System – to 
be held in Edmonton on January 13.  Regional Consortia have agreed to design, facilitate 
and support communities of practice to enhance inclusive environments among all school 
boards. 

• Successful Transitions for FNMI Youth – This resource has been designed to stimulate 
thinking about how best to develop strategies in schools to ensure the successful 
transition of FNMI students throughout and beyond the education systems. 

• Accountability Pillar Surveys – The annual Accountability Pillar surveys for parents, 
teachers, and students will be conducted from January to the end of February 2012. 

• Early Order Discount Service – Boards are encouraged to take advantage of this 
discount. 

• Capital Planning Workshops – Infrastructure and Education are co-hosting annual 
Capital Planning Workshops.  The Calgary workshop will be held on January 19 at the 
Greenwood Inn. 

• Questions from the Field – Alberta Education signed a province-wide agreement with 
Microsoft Canada Inc., as well as a follow-up agreement with the successful reseller – 
Acrodex Inc. – which provides an opportunity for eligible learning institutions to deploy 
the most current version of Microsoft Office Enterprise for PC or Mac. 
 
Question:   Re Minister dialogue with school councils and parents.  The minister wants 

direct input.  The teleconference was over-subscribed – about 25% of schools 
called in.  Discussion re how parents who weren’t fluent in English 
participated.  In most cases, they had translators.  Robert indicated that the 
r o l e  o f  s c h o o l  c o u n c i l s  i s  s t i l l  v e r y  i m p o r t a n t . 

 
Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• Has requested an update from the meeting held last week and will forward that once it 
has been received. 

• It was suggested that an alternate be appointed in case the rep can’t attend the meetings, 
however  that suggestion was not acted upon. 
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Second Language Caucus, Linda Welman (absent) 
 
Advocacy, Sheila Taylor 
 
 Will present later in the meeting. 
 
Edwin Parr, Sylvia Eggerer 
 
 
Health Initiatives, Mary Martin (absent) 

 
 

Field Experience, Sheila Snowsell (absent) 
 
 
Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel (absent) 

 

Moved by Sylvia Eggerer that the reports be accepted as presented.                          Carried 
 
 
IN-CAMERA SESSION 
 

Moved by Rosemarie Goerlitz to go in-camera at 10:21 a.m.            Carried 
 
Moved by Jerry Muelaner to come out of in-camera at 10:43 a.m.                   Carried 

 
Recessed at 10:43 a.m. 
Reconvened at 10:55 a.m. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
ASBA Advocacy – Zone Consultation:  Proposed Key Issues Approach 
 
Suzanne Lundrigan introduced the ASBA Advocacy Task Force Members, Karen Bartsch and 
Dave Price.  Karen provided the information as to the background of this task force and what this 
group has been doing.  Dave Price provided his comments and observations as a new trustee to 
this task force.  Group discussions were formed.  Suzanne encouraged Zone reps to take the 
`straw-dog` sample to their boards for discussion and then let ASBA know of the results of your 
discussions.  Helen encouraged reps to provide their board’s perspective at the January meeting. 
 
Zone 5 Advocacy Committee, Sylvia Eggerer 
 
Boards were invited to share the results of their discussions as to the Advocacy Committee`s 
proposed plan.  `Predictable and sustainable funding` appeared to be the first priority.   General 
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consensus (except 1) is that advocacy is supported.  CBE spoke against the letter and the theme; 
felt that if each zone focused on their own issue, it would result from an inconsistent message.   
 
Suzanne stated that advocacy is relationship building.  Perhaps just “get them here” and then see 
where it goes from there. 
 
Helen suggested sending it back to the Advocacy Committee to determine the next step.  There 
was general agreement that this would be good. 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the meeting be adjourned at 12:28 p.m. and begin the 

“No-Christmas Christmas Party”.             Carried 
 
 
 


