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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, December 3, 2010 

Rocky View Schools 
2651 Chinook Winds Drive 

Airdrie, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 

Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Don Thomas     Rocky View Schools 
 Diana Froc     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Larry Maerz     Golden Hills School Division 
 Larry Tucker     Golden Hills School Division 

David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land School Division 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 

Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
Francois Godri    CSCFSA 

 Jacquie Hansen    ASBA 
Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 

 
Call to Order 

 
Chair Helen Clease called the meeting to order at 09:32 a.m.  Introductions were 
extended. 

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the agenda be approved as submitted. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Carol Bazinet that the Minutes dated November 12, 2010 be approved as 
submitted. 

Carried 
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Correspondence 
 
 Helen shared various general correspondence received and read the letter to Jay Lyons 

thanking him for his leadership the past 2 years. 
  

Congratulations were also extended to Jacquie Hansen for her success in becoming 
ASBA President. 

  
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
NEW BUSINESS            
 
Budget 2010-11 
 
Carol Bazinet reviewed the proposed budget for 2010-11.  The reserve keeps growing however 
that isn’t the intention, therefore the proposed budget allows for a $4000 deficit.  Line items were 
reviewed.  All claims for mileage have to be in at the end of the June – can do it every 6 months 
or once a year.  This can be reimbursed to the Board.  Suggestion:  create a line item for more 
details (e.g. food for meetings).   
 
 Moved by Carol Bazinet that the 2010-11 budget for ASBA Zone 5 be approved. 

           Carried 
 
Draft Work Plan 
 
Helen Clease reviewed the Work Plan as drafted in the spring.  A question raised was when does 
a review of the Zone Handbook take place?  Response was that an appropriate time for that 
would be September.  David Woloshyn advised to keep MELRA ‘on the books’ as it is only 
suspended for this year.  The bylaws will be reviewed to discern the appropriate time for budget 
review and approval. 
 
 Moved by Angie Warwick to accept the work plan as amended.            Carried 
 
 
REPORTS             

 
ASBA Executive Report, Jacquie Hansen 

• Thanked the zone for their endorsement of her new position.  Will continue to push 
‘wrap-around’ services as well a funding for the arts. 

• Looking at responding to the new proposed framework – encouraged boards to review 
and provide comments.  Will not be veering off too far from original submission but 
rather ‘tweaking’ it.   

• Remember to send in evaluations of ASBA AGM. 
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• New Trustee Workshop – January 16-18 at Fantasyland Hotel which is also for new 
board chairs.  Refer to ASBA’s website for details. 

• Had the opportunity to be on ‘Alberta Primetime’ with Carol Henderson re raising age to 
17.   

 

Moved by Joanne Van Donzel to go into in-camera at 10:05 a.m.           Carried 

Sylvia Eggerer and Don Thomas left the meeting at 10:19 a.m. 

Moved Francois by to come out of in-camera at 10:25 a.m.                       Carried 

 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 

• Opening remarks:  it’s an exciting time where boards can help make change.  Want to 
work together as our goal is the same. 

• Accountability Pillar Survey will be conducted from mid-January to end of February 
2011. 

• New Director for Capital Planning North – Michael Ediger. 

• Locally Developed Courses – being reviewed.  School authorities may renew courses that 
they currently have authorized using the standard practices that have been utilized in the 
past on the LDCOMS.  Alberta Education is not accepting submissions for newly 
developed or newly acquired LDCs until the 2012/13 school year.  Discussion.  Mrs. 
Hansen requested that assurance that whatever ends up being decided by the Review 
Committee, want it to be enabling for school jurisdictions. 

• FNMI Education Partnership Council and the Memo of Understanding for First Nations 
Education in AB.   
 

ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• Haven’t had a regular Board of Directors meeting since the AGM.  Also congratulated 
Jacquie and Cheryl Smith as Vice-President (Battle River). 
 

Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities, Mary Martin 
 

• Reported on the first meeting of the CORE (Creating Opportunities for Reliance and 
Engagement) Advisory Committee held on November 8 and referred to a study that has 
been completed (Gatehouse Project) by Dr. Penny Gaul with U of C.   

• Dec 9 – first province-wide video conference with the regional teams to discuss common 
challenges and opportunities.  Zone 5 is a provincial leader at St. Marguerite Bourgeoys 
School – she will report back on that meeting. The purpose is to develop an effective 
provincial network, where challenges and successes can be shared, as well as the 
development of strategic relationships. 
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• January 27-29 – a national conference hosted by Everactive Schools at Kananaskis 
Lodge.  Structure is roundtable discussions and is open to anyone who is interested. 
 

ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 

• Reported on the meeting on November 21 with 40 boards represented.  Member boards 
will have to approve the resolution for consideration of becoming a committee of ASBA.  
It will be a mail in vote; hope to form a strategy with ASBA. 

 
Edwin Parr Committee, Diana Froc  
 
No report other than the Greenwood Inn has been reserved for May 19. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory, Sheila Snowswell (absent) 
 

• No report 
 

Labour Relations, Colleen Munro (absent) 

• No report 
 

Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel 
 

• Haven’t had a meeting, however there was a meeting in the late spring with provincial 
regional consortia and with David Anderson.  

 
Angie Warwick suggested that written reports be forwarded to Zone reps. 
 

Moved by Angie Warwick that the reports be accepted as presented.           Carried 
 

Recessed at 10:49 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:01 a.m. 
 

 
BOARD SHARING            
 
Prairie Land, Angie Warwick 

• Read letter written to Minister Hancock which will be forwarded to all boards re School 
Act review concern of appointment of up to 1/3 of trustees – need to maintain local 
governance.  Encouraged minister to authorize boards to make such appointments if 
necessary.   

• Budget – deficit of about $660,000.   

• Spending time in a Board/Principals working session next Monday. 
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Rocky View Schools, Helen Clease 
 

• Given notice to PSBAA to withdraw next year – mostly a budgetary decision.  Rocky 
View wants to put their efforts into ASBA.  However, there may still be a chance that 
they will change their minds about the withdrawal. 

• Just completed touring all 40 schools. 

• Sod-turning for school in Chestermere today. 
 

Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 

• Sod turning on November 18 – Copperfield (K-9). 

• Blessing & dedication of new school – Our Lady of Evergreens on Nov 18. 

• Chief Superintendent visited China – a joint venture between Alberta Education and the 
Chinese Government to foster international education; 4 schools were visited and the 
Superintendent brought back a report.  Anyone interested in reading the report can 
contact Superintendent.   

• Details of a school ‘blessing & dedication’ service were provided. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Carol Bazinet 
 

• Desperately needing new schools and are hoping for some announcement soon.  Parent 
groups are working diligently in  

• Meeting held re discussion around the framework.  Have some questions around the 
Trustee Code of Conduct.  Hasn’t really gone to the place they’d hoped at this point – 
hasn’t reached where Inspiring Education is. 

• Had a meeting yesterday re governance model.   
 
Canadian Rockies, Sheila Snowsell (absent) 

 
 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 

 
• Approved balanced budget for 2010-11; 2009-10 Audited Financial Statement ended 

well. 

• A system for site-based operation will be developed further in the coming year. 

• Board retreat – developed mentoring strategies for new trustees; a strategy for community 
engagement; discussed wrap-around services. 

• Have same contractor issues as Foothills School Division. 

• Reviewed ASBA Strategic Plan – maintain activities; (refer to notes). 
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• To maintain activities, put great emphasis on leadership focusing on continuous 
improvement of the public education system. 
 

Foothills School Division, Diana Froc 

• Contractor issues as well; frustrated with the low bid issue – feel like our hands were tied 
when the tender was awarded to the lowest bidder.  However, on a positive note, 
appreciate Alberta Education and Infrastructure being supportive. 

• Have completed lots of work with new board in reviewing core values, goals and 
principles – went out to staff, parents, students, public.  A great informative process; will 
be using this as a document that will guide our decision-making.  Would be happy to 
share (it is part of the Board’s Three-Year Education Plan which is posted on the 
division’s website). 

• Hold a staff ‘morning after meeting’ following the board meetings plus we send out a 
Foothills FYI. 

 
Golden Hills, Lawrence Maerz 

• Planning a retreat to rehash East Wheatland issue. 

• Have received final approval to sell school in Trochu. 

• Would like ASBA to track municipalities’ election acclamation rate if possible. 

• Have requests for three out-of-country school trips. 

• Drumheller – new school will be open in January. 
 

CSCFSA, Francois Godri 

• Auditors report – a clean audit with a note of excellence. 

• Will be running a slight deficit and will be using the small reserve to fund that. 

• Exam results discussion – when you only have 20 students writing the provincial exams, 
the results can vary considerably from year-year depending on whether you have highly 
achieving students that year or not.  Would be better if there were different standards for 
smaller boards.  David Woloshyn advised that Alberta Education is looking at a kind of 
‘assurance model’.   
 

CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher  

• Also approved a deficit budget but has reserves to cover it.  Trying to meet the needs of 
the students in a small high school setting. 

• Mental Health Capacity Building Project – official launch was last Tuesday with 20 
partners.  It’s a 3-year project and hope it will make a difference to the kids. 

• Commented on David King’s blog – the governance of Francophone boards is not 
applicable.   
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General discussion with respect to David King’s position – he has indicated he just wants to 
get that discussion out there.  Most felt that the conversation is not going very far.  Because 
the School Act is open to review perhaps this will bring more conversation out to the public 
about education in general. 

 
Moved by Francois Godri that the reports be accepted as shared.                      Carried 

 
 
FUTURE MEETING DATES          
 
January 7, 2011 – Helen indicated that we know Canadian Rockies will be presenting at the next 
meeting; wondered if we should have round table discussions on governance (invite 
administrators too); board sharing would be deferred to February.  Discussion.  It was agreed to 
proceed with this meeting plan for January.  Carol Bazinet will contact Canadian Rockies (Kim 
Bater) to confirm their lead in this presentation and discussion.  Suggestion:  If this format goes 
well in January perhaps we could do something like this every other month.  Add this to the draft 
work plan?  Helen concluded that perhaps for the last half hour of the meeting, the group could 
talk about what Zone 5 would like to work/focus on.  Francois commended Helen and Carol for 
this proactive work.  Helen thanked Carol for her work – it will be a great working team.  Thanks 
also went out to Foothills, David Woloshyn and the ASBA staff, the Zone 5 reps and Angie 
Warwick for being our ‘social convener’.   

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:56 a.m. 
 


