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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, December 4, 2009 
Coventry Hills Superstore 

2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 
Calgary, AB 

 
In Attendance: 
 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Jacquie Hansen    Alberta School Boards Association 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land School Division 
 
 
Call to Order 

 
Jay Lyons called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m.   

• This facility has now been reserved until April 2010. 
• Will invite Alberta School councils Association to present on January 8, 2010 

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the agenda be approved as amended. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 Suggestion – include reports with minutes for distribution. 
 

Moved by Rosemarie Goerlitz that the Minutes dated November 6, 2009 be 
approved as submitted. 

Carried 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
Correspondence 
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REPORTS             

 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• Invited feedback about the ASBA AGM; “please complete the survey”.  Discussion 
ensued with respect to ‘emergent’ items (are they really emergent?) and policy positions.  
The ‘speak out’ presenters were extremely powerful – excellent presentation.     

 
ASBA Executive Report, Jacquie Hansen 
 

• Have been successful in lobbying removal of  “municipal auditor” 
• Bill 206 has also died.  Take the opportunity to let the constituency know what this 

means for education. 
• Into the last year of this trustee term; keep public aware of the need for voter turnout and 

nomination process. 
• Strategic Planning session to take place in January – this drives the ASBA budget.  

Anxious to receive input by early January.  Everything is on the table for discussion and 
want to build the right budget.  If it turns out to be a ‘status quo’ plan, that’s OK too. 
 
Question:  Is the Stop the Cuts project still ongoing?  Thought it was to be done by 

November 30 but know that people are still clicking on the site.   
Jacquie:  Not sure.  Discussion ensued with respect to the project.  Pros & cons to 

this project – might look bad if we don’t support it.  Believe it’s an 
important message.  Jacquie will check it out.   

 
Question:  Understand that there are a number of concerns from parents regarding the 

Fine Arts Curriculum.  Believe that the Minister has responded to them on 
his blog.   

David W: The Arts curriculum needs to be updated – how schools structure the fine 
arts program.  He described how the changes might look especially for 
those schools who do not have the means to offer full-fledged fine arts 
programs; it’s not to threaten the existing programs.  It can be clustered 
any way the schools wish.   

Comment: Unfortunately, that was not clear in the initial communication that was 
released.   

David W:  Encouraged trustees to relay the message that this will only allow more 
flexibility rather than threaten the existing programs. 

 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 
 

• 2009 School Capital Manual release on October 21; now available on the Education 
website. 

• Setting the Direction update – it is moving forward but “please be patient”.  It is working 
its way up through caucus.  Want the government to endorse the framework.   

• Excellence in Teaching Awards – deadline is February 5, 2010.  Encouraged trustees to 
continue to promote it. 
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• Review of Teaching Quality Standard – the Council on Alberta Teaching Standards 
(COATS) will be reviewing the Teaching Quality Standard to ensure that its knowledge, 
skills and attributes are current and relevant. 

• CTS Bridge to Teacher Certification – trying to provide more opportunities to attract 
trades people into the field of teaching.  Deadline to apply is December 11, 2009.   

• Accountability Pillar Surveys – the annual Accountability Pillar surveys will be 
conducted from mid-January to end of February 2010.  The Parent Survey is being 
fielded between January 11 and February 19, 2010. 
 
Comment: It is sometimes difficult to get teachers from outside of Alberta.  Need to 

find a way to speed up the process. 
 
Question: Accountability pillar surveys – do you find you get better responses from 

paper or electronic?   
David W: Have done some pilot projects with on-line surveys but there are some 

barriers to that; it doesn’t appear to make much of  a difference as to one 
being better than the other.   

 
ASBALE 
 
 No report. 
 
Advocacy 
 
 No report. 
 
CLL, Carol Bazinet 
 
 No report. 
 
Coalition for Healthy Schools, Rosemarie Goerlitz reporting for Mary Martin 
 

• Ever Active Schools Conference in Edmonton, January 14 & 16  
• If you volunteer for this committee then it is your responsibility to be reimbursed from 

your own board. 
• CSSA is initiating a healthy schools program. 

 
Edwin Parr Committee 
 
 No report. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory 
 
 No report. 
 
Labour Relations 

 
Representation on this committee is vacant at this time. 
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Regional Consortium 
 

 No report. 
 
Jerry Muelaner moved the acceptance of the reports.             Carried 

 
 
 
BOARD SHARING            
 
Foothills School Division, Jay Lyons 
 

• Continue to discuss with parents concerns regarding education funding. 
• Had 2 teachers (Karen Wight & Alison England) awarded the Governor General’s Award 

for Teaching Canadian History.  This project was about Ranching History (Brands) in the 
community. 

• Continuing to work through the Learner Profile – revolves around descriptors and strands 
in student assessment and evaluation. 

 
CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• At the stage where the steering committee has completed the draft for a governance 
structure.  Now need some answers from the Minister before we can proceed.  It is a 
matter of keeping our eyes on the long-term benefits of this amalgamation.  Starting to 
realize that we wanted to be done 2nd phase of the consultation by now, however, not 
there yet.  It might not happen this year - sort of on stand-by. 

• The budget has been affected due to the changes in formulas; transportation is becoming 
more difficult (expensive in Calgary). 

 
Prairie Land, Angie Warwick 
 

• Budget also completed - budgeted for a deficit. 
• Completed the AERR – an outstanding process involving the trustees; also brought in 

school council chairs and regret not having begun this type of dialogue sooner. 
• Last Friday – PD day involving Math curriculum.  100% positive feedback on the 

learning experience. 
• Approved financial literacy curriculum beginning at grade 4.   

 
Rocky View Schools, Bev LaPeare 
 

• Open house on December 9 re electoral boundary review.  Not sure at this point where 
this will go - it might stay unchanged.  Want to see if it is an issue with the stakeholders.  
Don’t want to go beyond 7 trustees. 

• Have been asking for feedback from school councils re budget reductions for next year.  
Although the budget reductions aren’t good, the conversations that are taking place are 
great. 
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• Had a joint school council meeting in which budget was discussed.  Have noticed how 
advanced parents and staff have become with respect to the use of technology. 

• Board and administrators participated in a leadership conference last week.  Great 
learning experience for everyone; wonderful speakers with a focus on 21st century 
learning. 
 

Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 
 

• Program Fair  
• Parent forums – discussed budget 
• Have begun process for a possible school closure in the inner city.  The parent meeting 

will be January 12. 
• Big celebration of the division’s 125th anniversary will be held at the Jubilee Auditorium 

on December 10. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Carol Bazinet 
 

• Also entering into some school closure discussions; anticipating 7-8 school/program 
closures.  It’s a big process. 

• Elections – the city of Calgary has redefined their wards which means CBE will need to 
be doing the same.  Need to determine whether we need to break away from the city’s 
wards as the population does not correspond with schools. 

• Don Dart (CFO) retiring; Wayne Braun coming back. 
• Senior administration has been discussing student learning - looking at how we teach.  

Came back with ‘instructional rounds’ concept.  Something like what doctors do.  It 
would be reviewing how teachers teach; could be very helpful. 

 
 
Moved by Angie Warwick that the reports be accepted as shared.            Carried 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS            
 
ASBA requested that Zone 5 approve Zone Chair or Vice-Chair going to the summer leadership 
academy.  The cost is $1000.  Does the zone want to support this or not?  Would need a 
resolution to have this money allocated.  Discussion.   
 
Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the discussion re Summer Leadership Academy be brought 
to the January meeting.                    Carried 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:16 a.m. 


