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Alberta	School	Boards	Association	–	Zone	5	
Friday,	December	6,	2013	

Rocky View Schools 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In	Attendance:	
 
 Sylvia Eggerer (Chair)    Rocky View Schools 
 Anne-Marie Boucher (Vice-Chair)  Conseil FrancoSud 
 Helen Clease     ASBA 
 Angie Warwick     Prairie Land 
 David Anderson     ASBA 
 Sharon Rhodes     Alberta Ed 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division  
 Judy Hehr     Calgary Board of Education 
 Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Cheryl Lowe     Calgary Catholic 
 Arlene Rheaume    Canadian Rockies 
 Jeanine Tucker     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Todd Brand     Rocky View Schools 
 Pamela King     ASBA (CBE Director) 
 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Sylvia Eggerer called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Bev LaPeare that the agenda for December 6, 2013 be approved as 
submitted.         Carried 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 The Minutes of the October meeting were reviewed.  Changes that needed to be made 

were: 
• Bev LaPeare`s years of service should read 9 years (not 12 years) 
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Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the Minutes dated October 4, 2013, be approved 
as amended.                          Carried 

 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes: 

 
 None 
 
Correspondence 
 

• Received an email about a presentation that David Anderson had done in other zones re 
“Role of Board Chairs”.  Sylvia suggested that the Board Chairs be invited to join at a 
future meeting (January) to hear David’s presentation to Zone 5. 

 
Chair Report (Sylvia Eggerer) 
 

• Topic of conversation over coming months – Role of Trustees. 
• Handbook needs to be reviewed as there are some changes that need to be made (work in 

progress).  Please keep this in mind and bring forward any items that may need to be 
reviewed. 

• Reviewed Financial Statement to date.  Discussion re mileage rate. 
 
Call for Directives for Action 
 

• Anne-Marie suggested leaving this issue until next meeting as she would like to provide a 
written definition as to the difference between a Policy and Directive for Action.    David 
explained that a Policy = “something we believe in”.  Directive for Action = something 
we can do to make a change.  The simpler the Directive for Action, the better.  Question 
re state of funding for private schools.  Helen responded that this hasn’t been dealt with 
as yet and advised of the process.   

 
Nomination of Zone 5 Director 
 
Sylvia advised that since Helen Clease has now been elected as the ASBA President, we need to 
refill the position of Zone 5 Director.  David Anderson stated that this is a great position for this 
zone to be in.  David called for nominations.  Anne-Marie Boucher nominated Kim Bater.  Two 
more calls for nominations were extended, however, none received 
 
Moved by Doug Gardner that nominations cease.    Carried 
 
Congratulations to Kim Bater of Canadian Rockies.  Doug Gardner, as alternate, will attend the 
next Board of Directors meeting (December 12 & 13) as Kim is on vacation this month. 
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REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease 
 

• Helen referred to the written report submitted.  Pamela King, who is the CBE rep on the 
Board of Directors, stated she was looking forward to working with ASBA in making 
sure education in Alberta is the best it can be for our students. 

 
ASBA Executive/Staff,  Helen Clease/David Anderson 
 

• Helen shared that she was very humbled to have been elected as the President.  Impressed 
with the quality of the candidates for this position.  She wants to focus in on everyone’s 
strengths and draw on that because that is how ASBA becomes stronger. 

• She is looking forward to meeting all aspects of provincial government and reported on 
the various meetings she has attended in the first two weeks in her new role. 

• Boards were encouraged to please complete the FGM surveys. 
• Resolutions from the floor – have a plan to address them. 
• Governance Task Force document – want the government to work with us (David).   
• Teaching Excellence Task Force – next step is for ASBA, CASS, ATA, and Alberta Ed 

to further support the findings from the committee. 
• Zone Chairs meeting on December 18.  Want feedback from the chairs re Strategic 

Planning Session.  Have until January 6 to get your feedback into ASBA.  Email re 
Strategic Planning Session – Sylvia would like the email resent – perhaps to Rita who 
will resend to reps.  Also suggested that ASBA send it out again to Board Chairs.  David 
added that this is very important because ASBA is driven by the Strategic Plan. 

• Jamie Volmer will be opening the new trustees and board chairs conference scheduled for 
January 19-21, 2014 in Edmonton.   

• Engaging Matters: Community Engagement for School Boards Conference scheduled for 
January 21-22, 2014 in Edmonton. 

• Task Force for Strengthening the Provincial Voice – looking for volunteers. 
 
Alberta Education, Sharon Rhodes 
 

• Curriculum Redesign – information on the curriculum development prototyping can be 
found at http://education.ablerta.ca/department/ipr/curriculum/curriculum-development-
prototyping.aspx 

• Sample Individualized Program Planning (IPP) Templates – not mandatory but there to 
help boards if they wish. 

• Professional Learning through the Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia 
– ARPDC will be providing professional learning opportunities across the province in the 
2013-14 school year.  Curriculum redesign will be the primary focus of professional 
learning. 

• Inspiring Education Demonstration Schools – 2 schools in Edmonton have been 
exploring ways to develop student competencies and align their classroom practices with 
the shifts outlined in Inspiring Education. 
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• Learning and Technology Policy Framework Released – The policy framework, along 
with a quick reference guide and FAQs document, is available on Education’s website at 
www.education.alberta.ca/LTPF 

• Implementation of Provincial FNMI Professional Learning Strategy – three school 
authorities are participating in a pilot implementation of the strategy. 

• Speak Out is committed to supporting students and schools in increasing student 
engagement and improving student learning experiences.  Individuals interested in 
hosting a Speak Out forum can send an email to the Speak Out Team at 
speakout@gove.ab.ca to received a DVD Tool Kit and supplies.  General information can 
be found at http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/ 

• Various Workshops are being planned including the Capital Planning Workshop. 
• Accountability Pillar Surveys – will be conducted from January to early March 2014. 
• TELL them FROM me Survey – Feedback from schools and school authorities in the 

pilot has been extremely positive, with strong recommendations for the Ministry to 
support provincial implementation of an online survey that measures student engagement. 

 
Discussion.  Helen recommended trustees attend the Rural Education Symposium – very 
worthwhile conference even if you’re not from a rural board. 

 
SLA’s (Student Learning Assessment) – still working on the framework.  In the hands of 
whoever is developing it at this time.  Bev LaPeare described how PATs might look as she 
discovered at the Learning and Technology workshop.  Sharon Rhodes suggested that Ken 
Marsalas would be willing to do a session if interested.  Zone reps expressed great interest in 
having them come to zone 5 to do a presentation. 

 
Discussion re Alberta’s student results in relation to the rest of the country and the world.  
Alberta Education is looking at this.  David commented that we want the best education 
possible for our students. 

 
Second Language Caucus, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Each board should designate one representative to be involved in this caucus.   
• Had a great presentation at the FGM. 
• Will meet again in the spring.  Any information you need can be found through the link 

on the ASBA website. 
• FNMI languages are also included. 

 
Discussion re qualified teachers for the various languages. 

 
Networking Group, Doug Gardner 
 
Sylvia advised that this committee was once called the “Advocacy Committee” but this really 
wasn’t what we were looking at doing.  Changed name to “Networking” to work in increasing 
our visibility with other educational bodies and government.  This could have a very interesting 
mandate and we need others to help on this committee.  Doug commented that we are still trying 
to define what we really need to work on.  Trying to use the Edwin Parr Banquet as a way to 
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invite MLAs to discover what great people we have who are working in the education system.  
Terms of Reference?  Cathie Williams was taking the leadership on this, however, she is now 
involved in other things.  Doug suggested perhaps we could focus in on community engagement.  
Judy Hehr will add her name to the ‘group’.  Sylvia will see if she has the Terms of Reference. 
 
Coalition for Healthy Schools, Sheila Taylor 
 

• Gave a detailed report last time. 
• CSBA is also getting involved in this.   

 
Edwin Parr, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 
This is a committee to help celebrate great first year teachers.  One teacher is nominated from 
each Board and the committee interviews each candidate.  One is selected as the Zone 5 
nominee.  Would like one more member and it doesn’t have to be a zone rep – Angie Warwick 
volunteered.  Jeanine Tucker also volunteered.  Colleen volunteered to be the ‘alternate’. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Refer to notes sent out. 
 
Regional Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Idea suggested was to connect with the school boards through the three-year plans. 
 

Recessed at 11:19 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:26 a.m. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
Alberta Education, Hon. Don Scott, Associate Minister for Accountability, Transparency, 
and Transformation 
 
Erin Morris, Executive Assistant, introduced Hon. Don Scott.  He is trying to get together with as 
many school boards as possible to clarify what FOIP is and what it entails.  A lot of people 
believe the Act is saying something that it actually doesn’t.  He shared information regarding 
some changes coming forward, including: FOIP requests; duty to clarify on the part of the 
applicant; public/personal information; cost of responding to a request; calendar days/business 
days; waiving fees; updating to electronic requests; clarifying the Act to share the information 
when available and to simplify the Act; FOIP Helpline; penalties.  Want the review of the Act to 
be meaningful and encourage boards to contact his office with issues they feel need to be 
addressed. 
 
Discussion re “Sunshine List” – a list of what government/public employees make and their 
names that have been published (with thresholds).  The Premier of Alberta has instructed Hon. 
Scott to have this implemented in this province as well.  Trustees would welcome financial 
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support to help build this ‘list’ if it implemented.  Hon. Scott recognized the cost of such a 
project.  Suggestion – be proactive about ‘putting things out there’.   
 
Sylvia thanked Hon. Scott and Ms. Morris for the presentation and invited them to stay for lunch. 
 
Recessed for lunch at 12:05 p.m. 
Reconvened at 12:17 p.m. 
 
Moved by Angie Warwick to go into in-camera at 12:19 p.m. 
Moved by Arlene Rheaume to come out of in-camera at 12:57 p.m. 
 
Moved by Joanne Van Donzel to support the Directive for Action made by Zone 2/3 to have 
funding restored for installation of modular classrooms.    Carried 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Angie Warwick that the meeting be adjourned at 12:59 p.m.  Carried 
 
 
 


