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Alberta	School	Boards	Association	–	Zone	5	
Friday,	December	7,	2012	

Rocky View Schools 
2651 Chinook Winds Drive 

Airdrie, AB 
 

In	Attendance:	
 
 Carol Bazinet (Chair)    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division  
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Dan Ferguson     Alberta Education 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division  
 Sheila Snowsell     Canadian Rockies 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvie Roth     CSCSFA 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Ed Brinkman     Prairie Land 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Carol Bazinet called the meeting to order at 9:43 a.m.  Introductions.    
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the agenda for December 7, 2012 be approved as 
submitted.                   Carried 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Rosemarie Goerlitz that the Minutes dated November 2, 2012, be 
approved as submitted.                 Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes: 

 
• None 

 
Correspondence 
 

• None 
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Chair Report (Carol Bazinet) 
 

• Carol reported on the Zone Chairs’ meeting.  Re Edwin Parr Award, the Zone Chairs take 
responsibility for making any changes to this award.  If anyone on the Zone 5 Edwin Parr 
Award Committee would like to see some changes, let the Zone Chair know.  At this 
point, no changes will be made (referred to the discussion re the Pre-K teachers).  At the 
Zone chairs’ meeting, there was some confusion as to the difference between ECS and 
Kindergarten.  Still too many questions about this so no changes will be made at this 
time.  Pre-K teachers may be included in the future, however, not at this time.  Current 
criteria states K-12 teachers.   

 
Vice-Chair Report (Sylvia Eggerer) 

 
• Financial Update – there is a report available if anyone wishes a copy. 
• Handbook Update – Carol indicated that we are close to concluding the review of the 

Handbook and will likely be able to present the updated version in January.  The one 
thing missing from the bylaws is “how to change the bylaws”.  Would like to give reps as 
much notice as possible to review with their boards. 

 
Call for Directives for Action  

 
• None 

    
REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease (absent) 
 

• Carol advised that the ASBA Board of Directors is meeting today.  As a result, there is no 
one here from ASBA and Helen is also attending the meeting. 

 
ASBA Executive, Cheryl Smith (absent) 
 
 
Alberta Education, Dan Ferguson 
 

• International Association of Special Education – July 7-11, 2013 in Vancouver. 
• Curriculum Redesign – proposals were called to help inform Curriculum Redesign  and 

Alberta Education announced that a conditional grant has been awarded to Edmonton 
Public.  This grant is to support work in re-conceptualizing teaching and learning through 
project-based approaches. 

• Inclusion:  Supports for Persons with Developmental Disabilities – Students transitioning 
from high school who are 18 years of age and have significant developmental disabilities 
are eligible for supports from the Person with Developmental Disabilities (PDD) 
Program.   
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• Newly Developed Web Page for Supporting Every Student – This is Alberta Education’s 
new way of sharing resources and information to support inclusive education, and 
collaborative practices and partnerships. 

• Accountability Pillar Surveys – This annual survey for parents, teachers, and students 
will be conducted from January to early March 2013. 

• Updated Anaphylaxis Online Resources – Anaphylaxis Canada and Alberta Education 
are pleased to announce the updated version of How to C.A.R.E. for Students at Risk of 
Anaphylaxis:  What Educators Need to Know (an online training tool for teachers and 
administrators). 

• Capital Planning Workshops – Infrastructure and Education are co-hosting the annual 
workshops in Edmonton (January 21) and Calgary (January 24). 

• High School Completion Project – J.A. Williams School in Lac La Biche is the focus of 
the latest High School Completion newsletter.  The newsletter can be found at 
www.education.alberta.ca/highschoolcompletion. 

• Emergency Notification Protocol – It was stressed that it is important to inform the Field 
Services liaison manager or Zone Director when significant emergency events occur in 
your school authority or in your community.  Doing so will enable Education and 
Government to respond accordingly and ensure accurate and appropriate communication. 

• Early Order Discount Program – The Learning Resources Centre and its publishing 
partners have joined forces to provide an additional 10% saving on over 6,000 eligible 
resources available through the Learning Resources Centre between January 1 and May 
15, 2013. 

• Results-Based Budgeting – The Alberta government is undertaking a three-year review of 
all government programs and services.  The province is committed to making sure it has 
its finances in order and that spending is guided by the priorities of Albertans. 
 

Second Language Caucus, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Meeting in Edmonton in November – provided highlights from that meeting.  Every 
board should have a rep to that caucus (portal).  Bobby Garner is looking after registering 
for this caucus.  Present need is ELL (English Language Learners) information; suggested 
problems-solutions.  Looking at various options for sessions.  The best resource to draw 
from would be people who speak different languages and have been part of this culture 
for some time – why not train them to be second language teachers (as with journeyman 
trades people)?  Discussion.   

 
Networking Group:   Cathie Williams, Doug Gardner/Diana Froc (absent) 
 

• No report. 
 

Coalition for Healthy Schools,  Mary Martin 
 

• Provided a summary the meeting of October 31.  There was a call for new trustees to 
participate in provincial representation.  Also talked about advocacy.  An ASBA 
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affiliation would be the advocate for the school groups.  The next meeting should be in 
April or May.  CSBA has also accepted Student Health as one of their strategic plans. 

 
Edwin Parr, Anne-Marie Boucher, Sheila Snowsell, Sheila Taylor, Sylvie Roth (alt) 
 

• No report. 
 
Field Experience, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• Reported on the meeting held on November 14.  U of C has issues with being able to 
place students in schools.  It appears that schools do not really want student teachers.  
There are also some FOIP issues – can student teachers take work home? Believe that the 
university is starting to understand what happens in public education and what is 
required.  Encouraged by that.  Dan advised that there was a 2-year pilot funded by 
Alberta Education to help students do their practice teaching in the rural communities 
(Rural Practicum Initiative).   Discussion re rural practicum teaching.   
 

Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• No report. 
 

Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel  
 

• Brian Callaghan is heading up the search for a new director.  A copy of the job posting 
will be sent to all the reps. 
 

 
Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the reports be received.    Carried 
 
Recessed at 11:05 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:19 a.m. 
 
POLICY REVIEW 
 
Accountability 
 
Reviewed and discussed.   

 
 
DISCUSSION 
 
Board Chairs/Minister Meeting Format 
 

• Discussion ensued with respect to the meeting format.  Perhaps provide a topic for 
discussion or have the Minister to provide a question for discussion, for example, “The 
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need to suspend the accountability results for a brief period of time while we transition 
into the 21st century.” 

• While most boards agreed it was good to meet with the Minister, they agreed that 
changes to the format could make the meeting more meaningful. 

• Like the idea of a specific, targeted focus for discussion. 
• It’s important to see the Minister, however, it becomes more of a ‘show and tell’ event.  

Need to have some way to have meaningful interaction. 
• Perhaps these meetings are more for the Minister than the boards? 
• Perhaps concentrate on discussing one or two of the regulations that will be implemented 

as a result of the revised Education Act.   
• Could send the feedback to the Minister through Dan Ferguson.  Carol and Ed will 

work together on this. 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 
 

• Received the  public engagement award at the FGM.   
• On November 28, the Board approved allowing the HPB vaccination.   
• St. Gabriel in Chestermere is closing elementary program. 
• Have developed a social media statement.  Holding the trustees accountable for the use of 

social media.  This can be found on the Board’s policies on the website. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Sheila Taylor 
 

• Approved a new committee – looking at issues of open government.  Looking at best 
practices and at changing the government policies. 

 
Canadian Rockies, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• Have been gathering information on space utilization and grade configuration in order to 
reduce their debt.  Have a group of parents who are involved in developing this report. 

 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Looking for new schools and have a list.  Appears to be a limited number of portables.   
• Reviewing the community engagement program started last year. 

 
Foothills, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• Looking for rural school sites for future schools. 
• Were taken to the Labour Relations Board by CUPE.  It became a non-issue. 
• First meeting of Community Matters will be January 21.   
• Thrilled at the results of the Accountability Pillar survey.  Drop-out rate is less than half 

of the provincial average (1.6%).   
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• Superintendent Denise Rose is now also the Chair of the CEA. 
 
Greater Southern Francophone Catholic, Sylvie Roth 
 

• Two new schools coming in Cochrane & Airdrie. 
• Third amalgamation meeting went well. 

 
Greater Francophone Public, Carol Bazinet on behalf of Anne Marie Boucher 
 

• Framework for student learning – Anne Marie should have something for the Zone at the 
next meeting. 

 
Prairieland, Ed Brinkman 
 

• Struggling financially – declining student enrolment.  1400 students and 9 schools. 
 
Rocky View, Bev LaPeare 
 

• 3 sod-turning ceremonies (Airdrie and Chestermere).  Looking for portables to “tide us 
over” until these schools are ready. 

• Created an advocacy document (copies distributed). 
• Finding Undeniable Challenge – Bert Church School is in the finals. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the meeting be adjourned at 12:25 p.m.         Carried 
 


