
Alberta	School	Boards	Association	–	Zone	5	
Friday,	February	1,	2013	

Rocky View Schools 
2651 Chinook Winds Drive 

Airdrie, AB 
 

In	Attendance:	
 
 Carol Bazinet (Chair)    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division  
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Marlene Lambe     Alberta Education 
 David Anderson     ASBA 
 Diana Froc     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Lynn Ferguson     Calgary Board of Education 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Sylvie Roth     CSCSFA 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division  
 Sheila Snowsell     Canadian Rockies 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Ed Brinkman     Prairie Land 
 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Carol Bazinet called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.  Introductions.    
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the agenda for February 1, 2013 be approved as 
submitted.                   Carried 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Sylvie Roth that the Minutes dated December 7, 2012, be approved as 
submitted.                           Carried 

 
 



Business Arising from the Minutes: 
 

• None 
 
Correspondence 
 

• Letter from Buffalo Trail re Fall General Meeting.  They have expressed disappointment 
re motion #10 (Infrastructure) and the lack of time given to speak to the motion.  David 
Anderson indicated this concern and others are directed to the PDAC.  There was 
frustration in the fact that it was the end of the day and people “wanted to get out of 
there”.  There has also been some concern with the ‘decorum’ in the room.  Several times 
the Chair has had to ask for order in the room.  PDAC is looking into all these issues. 

 
Chair Report (Carol Bazinet) 
 

• None 
 

Vice-Chair Report (Sylvia Eggerer) 
 

• None 
 
Call for Directives for Action  

 
• Ed Brinkman asked if the Directives for Action is the proper method for expressing 

concern with public monies going to private schools.  Helen responded that for 
clarification purposes, Prairieland is interested in formulating a Directive for Action 
on this or should ASBA Zone 5 send this to ASBA to handle this.  Right now the 
Private Members Bill on this is dead.  Helen suggested it might bes time to revisit the 
policy.  Other comments included:   it shouldn’t be attached to a particular party – 
could be a ‘belief statement’.  David responded that we could ask ASBA to examine 
this policy and bring it to the next meeting.  Ed stated Prairieland would like it as an 
ASBA belief that public funds shouldn’t be used for private education.  Discussion.   

    
Zone 5 Handbook Presentation 
 
Carol provided some background information as to how the review of the handbook transpired.  
Wanted to clean it up according to current practice and it became an almost complete rewrite.  
The old copy and the revised copy are both available. 
 
Sylvia presented the changes.  Helen, Carol, Anne-Marie and Colleen have all worked on 
reviewing and revising the handbook.  Karen Dolynny did all the formatting.  A lot of the bylaws 
have remained unchanged.  Discussion re audit process.  The following suggestions were 
provided: 

•  include a header for a ‘review of the handbook’ (perhaps a year after an election).   
• website – would like to see that it is incorporated into the minutes.  Perhaps it 

should be in the Roles and Responsibilities for someone to monitor it.   



• any consideration of including attendance at national conferences?  Response - it 
is located on page 11.   

• it appears not all committees shown on the agenda are included in the Roles and 
Responsibilities.   

 
Carol indicated this will come back next month for discussion on any feedback boards have 
come with.  There’s no rush in approving it so will discuss it next month and will then vote on it 
in April.  The bylaws and roles and responsibilities will be voted on separately.  Will also 
implement the changes that have been suggested today. 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease 
 

• Have had 2 meetings since November.  Referred to the handout documents.  There is a 
wide diversity in the Board of Directors but also great strength in supporting the people 
who are working for us.  Highlights included: 
• Dianne Macaulay was appointed to PDAC. 
• ASBA will be conducting a review of the bylaws.  Encouraged zones to take a look at 

them. 
• Sheila Taylor (CBE) and Ron Heinrichs (Parkland) were appointed as reps on the 

Student Health and Wellness Task Force. 
• Carol Bazinet has been reappointed Chair of ASEBP for 2013. 
• The financial report indicates there will be a small surplus of $35,942. 
• The audited financial statements were approved and it was once again a clean audit. 
• A meeting was held following ASBA Strategic planning session.  David commented 

that the strategic plan is extremely important as it is the “driver” for the organization.  
Would like to receive 100% response. 

 
ASBA Executive/Staff,  David Anderson 
 

• Community Engagement – have contracted Insight Marketing to work with 5 boards on a 
pilot project basis to see how it works.  Possibility of expanding it if it works well.  Have 
had about 10-15 boards express interest so far. 

• Jacquie and Cheryl are both sending their regrets in not being here.  These 2 individuals 
make a remarkable team and do not spare any efforts in working for the good of ASBA. 

• 2nd Annual Rural Education Conference – March 3-5 in Canmore.  Encourage everyone 
to attend – it’s important not only for rural boards but urban boards as well.   

• Northlands Board situation – the dismissal of the board some time ago re-emphasizes that 
“the Board is responsible”.  There is a board of advisors there now but the move will be 
to have a fully elected board in place by this October. 

• Bylaw Review – 5-year cycle.  The single most important issue is the transition from a 3-
year elected term to a 4-year term.  Currently our Chair and Vice-Chair roles are 18-
month terms.  PDAC is now reviewing how best to implement the length of term.   



• Wrap-Around Services Task Force – will be moving forward fairly quickly.  Putting out a 
call for membership in this task force. 

• Trustee Information Sessions – will be sponsoring a series of meetings to encourage the 
general public to participate.  Will also be offering a “School for Candidates” to help 
candidates run their election. 

 
Question:  Local Authorities Election Act – are Boards aware that they need to pass motions re 
campaign contributions, etc.?  At the bottom of the last Board of Directors’ meeting minutes, 
there is an outline of what is required.  ASBA will ensure that Boards are aware of requirements. 
 
Encouraging all boards to bring (and pay for) members of the public to the Rural Education 
symposium. 
 
 
Alberta Education, Marlene Lambe 
 

• Deputy Minister is moving on to other opportunities.  Will hear in the next few weeks 
who the new DM will be. 

• March 5 – legislature starts; budget – March 7.  Premier announced there would be a 
summit on May 9.  The online tool www.budgetchoice.ca – simulation tool meant as an 
education tool for the public rather than an input tool. 

• Education Act – has been passed and received Royal Assent on December 10.  Now 
developing a plan for the regulatory process.  It has been about 20 years since all the 
regulations have come together.  Hope to have the regs in place by the end of 2014. 

• Curriculum Redesign – there was a 2-day symposium (ATA & AE) held November 29 & 
December 1.  To keep up to date with what is happening in this area, visit 
www.education.ablerta.ca/department/ipr/curriculum.aspx.  In early Feburary there will 
be a communication toolkit available. 

• Provincial Achievement Tests – parent guides have been posted. 
• Inclusion: – a couple of conferences coming up for Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.   
• Individualized Program Plan Component Review Survey – work has begun to review the 

current components required in IPPs in Alberta.  There will be an opportunity to engage 
stakeholders in an IPP Component Survey in February. 

• Promoting Healthy Relationship and Preventing Bullying – In November 2012, 
Education and Human Services hosted a webcast for parents and youth on cyber-
bullying.  This included the launch of the Premier’s video on bullying, a panel discussion, 
and an interactive online question and answer period.  The full webcast is available at 
www.b-free.ca. 

• Mental Health Matters – new website will be launched soon at 
www.education.alberta.ca/mentalhealthmatters. 

• REACH Edmonton Videos – Edmonton residents touched by the Alberta Government’s 
Safe Communities Innovation Fund projects are sharing their stories through a series of 
YouTube videos produced by REACH Edmonton. 

• Excellence in Teaching Awards Nomination Closing Date – Teacher and principal 
nominations for the 25th annual Excellence in Teaching Awards close on February 8, 
2013. 



• Internet Safety Day – February 5, 2013, has been designated internationally as Safer 
Internet Day. 

• Maximize Savings with the Learning Resources Credit Allocation – The LRC allocation 
save authorities an additional 25% on already-established preferred pricing on resources.  
Be sure to use the 2012/13 LRC allocation by March 31, 2013. 
 

Recessed at 11:14 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:27a.m. 

 
Second Language Caucus, Joanne Van Donzel 

 
• Getting a speaker for the spring conference.  Have a website and working on ways to 

activate more feedback. 
 
Networking Group:   Cathie Williams, Doug Gardner/Diana Froc 
 

• No report. 
 

Coalition for Healthy Schools,  Mary Martin 
 

• Managed a conference call with new members to provide them with an overview of what 
is being done.  In the process of finalizing the Terms of Reference for this group.  Also 
now have membership from Saskatchewan.   All provinces are in except Quebec and 
Nova Scotia(which is in the works). 

 
Edwin Parr, Anne-Marie Boucher, Sheila Snowsell, Sheila Taylor, Sylvie Roth (alt) 
 

• No report. 
 
Field Experience, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• No report. 
 

Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• No report. 
 

Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel  
 

• Sent out, electronically, the minutes from the January 18 meeting.  Interviews for the new 
Executive Director will take place February 25. 
 

 
Moved by Sheila Snowsell that the reports be received.    Carried 
 



Moved by Bev LePeare to go into in-camera at 11:37 a.m.                     Carried 
 
Carol Bazinet, Larry Tucker and Marlene Lambe removed themselves from the meeting citing 
‘conflict of interest’. 
 
Moved by Ed Brinkman to come out of in-camera at 11:59 a.m.   Carried 
 
POLICY REVIEW 
 
Accountability 
 
Reviewed and discussed.   

 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• In Brooks the ELL population is increasing tremendously – about 80%.  ELL is also 
growing in High River. 
 

Rocky View, Bev LaPeare 
 

• Bert Church School won the Finding Undeniable Challenge and will use the $100,000 
prize to outfit their athletic teams with uniforms, apparel, footwear and accessories. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Sheila Taylor that the meeting be adjourned at 12:05 p.m.         Carried 


