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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
January 4, 2008 

Coventry Hills Superstore, 2nd floor 
100 Country Village Road NE, Calgary, AB 

 
In Attendance 
 
 Don Thomas    Rocky View School Division 
 Heather Welwood   ASBA 
 David Anderson   ASBA 
 Larry Albrecht    Alberta Education 
 Larry Maerz    Golden Hills School Division 
 Anne-Marie Boucher   CSSA 
 Sheila Snowsell   Canadian Rockies School Division 
 Marge Belcourt   Calgary Separate School District 
 Sylvia Eggerer    Rocky View School Division 
 Helen Clease    Rocky View School Division 
 Colleen Munro   Rocky View School Division 
 Carol Bazinet    Calgary Board of Education 
 Bev LaPeare    Rocky View School Division 
 Lynn Ferguson   Calgary Board of Education 
 Doug Gardner    Foothills School Division 
 Diana Froc    Foothills School Division 
 Roy Goulet    PLS.D #25 
 Angie Warwick   Prairie Land Regional Division 
  
Call to Order 
 

Don Thomas, Chair, called the meeting to order.  Round table introductions were 
made. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Lynn Ferguson that the agenda be approved as circulated. 
 
               Carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 Change Page 5 – Rhonda Longson to Jay Lyons 
 
 Moved by Bev LaPeare that the minutes of December 10, 2007, be accepted 
 as amended. 

Carried. 
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Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
 There was no business arising from the minutes. 
 
Correspondence 
 
 The ASBA “Awards 2008” booklet was presented.  It has been mailed to each 
 jurisdiction. 
 
BOARD SHARING 

 
Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 
 

• We received a report from our administration on our facilities, as well as a 
facilities condition report, including P3’s.  Our deferred maintenance is 
$547,000,000.  We are not keeping pace with our needs in our school division and 
our schools are not quite up to our normal CBE standard.  We are working to see 
if we can procure more funding.  

• We have been working on policy development and review of EL-6 which outlines 
details on alternative programs 

 
Questions:   Re – deferred maintenance – are you getting any help from Alberta  
  Education? 
 
Answer: It is a priority for the Board and perhaps will become an issue.  There  
  doesn’t seem to be a lot of momentum to resolve the issue. 
 
Question: P3’s – can you keep us up to date on your Board’s trials and tribulations 
  going through this process? 
 
Answer: The December 18th report is a good analysis on school board concerns and 
  is quite detailed.  It should be posted on our website. 
 
Comment: We appreciate your leadership on this. 
 
Canadian Rockies School Division, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• We have not held a Board meeting since the last Zone 5 meeting. 
• We are starting the mediation process with our Local. 

 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• No report. 
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Foothills School Division, Diane Froc 
 

• We will be holding a by-election for Beth Burk/JerryMuelaner in February. Beth 
has currently stepped down.  Nomination Day is January 22th, and Election Day 
is February 14th. 

• We held a grand opening for our Cayley School pertaining to the windmill and 
solar panels which have been installed there.  The Ministers of Education and 
Agriculture, as well as Ted Menzies from Ottawa, were in attendance.  Students 
can monitor how much power is being generated.  Cayley School has been very 
good at procuring grants.  The Principal and the School Council were the 
catalysts.  The M.D. also came on board and from there it spread to the whole 
community. 

 
Comment: Do any others have initiatives like this?  Please let us know. 
 
Comment: Rocky View has two schools involved in projects like this – 1. Cochrane  
  High which, for the last four years, has had 4 solar panels.  David Suzuki  
  has visited this school.  – 2.  Westbrook School also has solar panels and  
  are running their water system on this. 
 
Comment: About 13% of CBE’s schools are wind generated. 
 
Question: Have you found this project has drawn more students to this school? 
 
Answer: It has generated a huge media response.  People in Ottawa have read about 
  it in one of the magazines.  It has given a small community an identity.  
  This community is a rural one and most people are interested in the  
  environment. 
 
Comment: Environmental stewardship is a large part of Banff High School as well.    
  This is a direction we should all move to. 
 
Comment: CBE has three staff dedicated to environmental stewardship. 
 
Comment: CSCFSA is constructing a new school and is going the environmental  
  way on this project. 
 
Comment: Alberta Education has proposed having someone to write grants for school 
  divisions.  We will let you know any results. 
 
Golden Hills School Division, Larry Maerz 
 

• For 2004/05, our accumulated Operations surplus was $269,320.  For 
2005/06 our surplus was $1,132,501, and for 2006/07 it was $1,199,150.  
The number of days of operation in Accumulated Operating Surplus in 
2004/05 were 0.955, in 2005/06 were 3.765 and in 2006/07 were 3.853.  



 4

Alberta Education uses five days of operation as a benchmark for optimal 
balance. 

• Reaching and Teaching Conference is to be held May 1-2, 2008. 
• Our Springrill Hutterite Colony has split.  One half is now attending 

Lethbridge school. 
• We have 372 unfunded riders on our buses.  We charge $100 a year fees 

which may be rather low. 
• We are planning a board retreat on January 30th. 
• We will be meeting with the County of Wheatland on January 8th to 

discuss Wheatland issues. 
• We met with the North Kneehill area on December 19th, 2007, to review 

issues, especially the Linden gym situation.  We have asked the 
government for emergency funds but it doesn’t look promising.  Richard 
Murz joined us for this meeting. 

• Meeting with our teachers is not yet complete. 
 
Question: Has anyone heard anything about regionalizing our school divisions? 
 
Answer: It is always up in the air, but we haven’t heard anything.  The Deputy says  
  there are no plans at this time. 
 
Comment: The health areas are talking about this. 
 
Comment: There may be some possibilities there, especially for school divisions with 
  shrinking enrolments. 
 
Comment: There is no optimum size for school divisions.  A copy of the American  
  report on this will be sent to Sylvia Eggerer.  No assurances can be given. 
 
Comment: Trustees in by acclamation and empty trustee wards may cause some  
  discussion. 
 
Comment: At the time of the last regionalization in 1995, the issue was looked at  
  concerning what was the best for students. We encourage everyone to  
  continue with this attitude. 
 
Comment: Seeing the benefit of the Ministry handling teachers was great, but we  
  definitely see a changing structure of administration in Alberta within the  
  next decade. Perhaps we should engage in more discussions on this in the  
  near future. 
 
CFCFSA, Roy Goulet 
 

• We are studying how to analyze a superintendent and then have the ability to hire 
a good one. 
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• One of our parents whose child attends our south Calgary school has been writing 
letters about why we don’t own this school.  The complaint is that we are paying 
rent to CBE.   

 
Comment: This is not a new situation.  We have been doing this for years.  However,  
  not owning the building does pose some limitations, especially if we  
  would like to remodel the building. 
 
Comment: Renting the building is not good for the owners either.  We actually spend  
  more on maintenance than what we spend on our own schools. 
 
CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• We received a short letter from the Minister of Education late last year stating that 
the International Baccalaureate was an alternative program which might create 
problems for our board.   “Alternative” means that a regular program must be 
offered as well, which we can’t do.  We don’t know what part of the program 
doesn’t fit.  One school out of our nine schools thinks they have difficulty.  We 
feel it is just a different philosophy.  We are asking for our primary program to be 
evaluated.  It is a little unsettling that three parents writing letters can cause this. 

 
Question: Why don’t you just call it a regular program? 
 
Answer: The advantages of the International Baccalaureate program is that it  
  opened up a lot of PD for our teachers which we can access.  There is a  
  whole network of other teachers who are teaching this program. 
 
Question: Do you have to offer a regular program even though no students want it? 
 
Answer: Students cannot be forced to be in an “alternative” program, the regular  
  program must be offered.  After two years of being a candidate school,  
  that school can then apply for the International Baccelaureate label. 
 
Comment: Palliser has two “alternative” schools in Calgary.  It seems that they  
  should have to offer a regular program to their students if they desire it, or  
  bus these students to a regular program school in Palliser. 
 
Prairie Land Regional Division, Angie Warwick 

 
• We are looking at changing our name to include the word “school” in it. 
• We discussed having fewer trustees.  Presently, we have 1,500 students and 8 

trustees.  The Division is spread out over a larger area. 
• We are visiting each school and holding a regular board meeting in each one this 

year. 
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• We have been writing letters of recognition to students/teachers/support staff/ 
administration for things they have done that are above and beyond the regular 
call of duty.  They have been well received. 

 
Rocky View School Division, Helen Clease 
 

• Our next board meeting is January 17th.  We have been very busy with school 
tours (39 schools in 6 days) and various other meetings.  We felt the school tours 
were very valuable and gave good insight into the diversity of the Division. 

• Our Nose Creek Elementary School will hold their official opening February 13th. 
• Our Speech and Language Department is up and running smoothly.  The 

jurisdiction was able to pool funds provided through the Calgary Health Region, 
INAC and Early Intervention grants to hire its own Speech Pathologists and 
Speech Pathologist Teaching Assistants for 2007/2008.  In the past, these services 
have been primarily provided by external service providers.  Under the new 
model, schools are able to access the services of three pathologists and three 
teaching assistants without having to use Rocky View’s instructional dollars. 

• We are looking at different ways and models to generate revenue. 
• We have had a preliminary meeting with our teachers’ local on December 21st.  

They presented a very long shopping list from the ATA.  We bargained all day 
January 3rd and the ATA made some movement on their priorities, however we 
have not opened this.  ATA recommends that we expedite negotiations.  We feel 
we should have our own meeting with them.  It seems like there is something 
going on in the background.  It appears that neither our local nor our board is 
willing to let the whole deal go. 

 
Comment: All boards must have an agreement by January 31st that ends in 2012.   
  Soon, there will be a report by Keray Henke on the website.  
 
Calgary Catholic Board of Education, Marge Belcourt 
 

• Because of our last year’s success, our District will be holding our second Family 
Day in February.  An outing has been planned for a Calgary Hitmen game at the 
Saddledome with significantly reduced ticket prices for District staff, students and 
their families. 

• Our District has coordinated and participated in various initiatives aimed at 
helping these less fortunate during the holidays.  Some of the activities included 
the annual Christmas food drive for the Calgary Inter-Faith Food Bank, the Feed 
the Hungry Program, preparing Christmas food and gift hampers for families and 
St. Angela’s Christmas Craft Raffle which raised $1,220 for St. Angela School. 

• At our December 12th meeting the 2006-2007Annual Education Results Report 
was submitted, and the CUPE Memorandum of Agreement was ratified which 
will cover the next 6 years. 

• Trustee orientation and professional development sessions continued with the 
Board participating in an interactive activity at the December 12 public board 
meeting.  The activity involved trustees, district administration and members of 



 7

the public who were in attendance.  The topic of the discussion was the policy 
governance model. The purpose was to inform new trustees about the governance 
model, as well as the public, and to encourage participation from members of the 
public. 

• Advocacy efforts have been taken to advance ASBA policies and/or directives for 
action. 

 
Comment: Calgary Catholic has a working committee re P3’s that has input.  The  
  metro boards meet and exchange information and we have met with  
  Edmonton as well.   
 
Comment: Some individuality can be lost with the 3-4 different designs from Alberta  
  Infrastructure and they don’t always fit all needs re grade configurations.   
  We also have concerns about site, student security, etc.   See the CBE  
  website.   
 
Comment: Sites have to be approved first.  Administration has some say in the  
  programs.  Having 3-4 design plans was first done in the 1960’s.  They are 
  all Leeds Silver plans.  
 
REPORTS 
 
Alberta Education, Larry Albrecht 
 

• Attendance Measure for the Accountability Pillar – there is interest in developing 
this for the “Student Learning Opportunities” category of the Accountability 
Pillar.  An attendance measure would add hard data to the survey measures.  
Telephone measures re feasibility will be conducted with superintendents. 

• Provincial Satisfaction Surveys – a summary is available at 
www.education.alberta.ca/media/600587/summaryreport2007.pdf. 

• Alberta Education is providing a second opportunity to fund young ECS children 
the year prior to their kindergarten year for children who have been identified as 
having mild/moderate delays or disabilities and for children who have been 
identified as benefiting from English as a Second Language or Francisation 
support. 

• 2008 Excellence in Teaching Awards – please send your nominations to Alberta 
Education before February 5, 2008.  Twenty finalists will receive Provincial 
Excellence in Teaching Awards and three will receive SMARTer Kids 
Foundation Innovative Use of Technology Awards.  All finalists will be formally 
honoured at a dinner and awards ceremony with the Education Minister in 
Calgary on May 10. 

• John Rymer has been appointed the new Executive Director of Learner 
Assessment. 

• 2008 Early Order Discount Program – enables schools and school authorities to 
save an additional 10% on all eligible EOD learning and teaching resources 
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purchased from Jan 1 – May 15 through the LRC.  LRC will also provide Alberta 
Education Video Coordination. 

• Alberta Education is hosting “Elevate 2008”, an international educational video-
conferencing event, August 24-27 in Banff. 

• The Galileo Education Network and Alberta Education are sponsoring “Leading 
for Today’s Learners”, a professional learning program for school administrators, 
addressing emerging technologies, technology integration, the potential of 
technology to revolutionize the learning environment and the “essential 
conditions” for technology integration in Calgary on January 14, 2008 with 
workshops following. 

• “Learning Together for Success” conference will be held March 12-14, 2008 at 
the Marriot Hotel and River Cree Resort in Edmonton with the theme “Nurturing 
Relationships: FNMI Parent & Community Engagement”. 

• PDF versions are now available:  Social Studies 5 (Modules 1-4), English 
Language Arts 9, and Social Studies 7. 

• There are a number of English and French digital resources to support 
implementation of the Social Studies program of studies now available. 

• A Knowledge and Employability Courses Symposium entitled “Opening Doors to 
the Future” will be held on May 2-3 at Grant MacEwan College in Edmonton. 

• The Western and Northern Canadian Protocol Common Curriculum Framework is 
scheduled to be posted in English and French on the WNCP website in January, 
2008.  The Alberta Program of Studies for 10-12 Mathematics will be completed 
by spring, 2008. 

• Draft grades 4-7 International Languages guides to implementation are now 
available on the Alberta Education website 

• An information package on the revisions to Mathematics K-9 has been developed 
and copies can be obtained from the regional consortium. 

• Alberta universities have a representative on the Classroom Assessment Advisory 
Committee. 

• Disaggregated FNMI student achievement results are to be used internally to 
determine progress made in achieving higher levels of student achievement for 
FNMI learners.  School jurisdictions and schools are requested to analyze results 
to determine strength and areas needing improvement.  Results are not to be made 
public. 

• The “Schools for Tomorrow” report is being used as a reference document for 
overall capital planning processes. 

• GLA will now be reported as “at, above, or below” grade level. Confirmation of 
the reporting formats (revised Appendix VII in the Grade Level of Achievement 
Reporting: Teacher and Administrators Handbook) is expected by the end of 
January. 

• At the end of June, the machine scored results of the PAT’s for all grade 6 and 9 
PAT subjects must be reported to parents separately and in written form. 

 
Comments: The Special Ed Audit is not finished yet and has been postponed to  
   the end of January or early February. 
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A.S.B.A., Doug Gardner 
 

• Due to term expiries, several vacancies exist on ASBA sponsored insurance 
entities.  As a result, ASBA is canvassing boards who participate in ASEBP, 
ASBIE, and SiPP for applications to serve on these boards.  They will also be 
canvassing boards for interest in serving on the Public Institutional Consumers of 
Alberta Policy Council. 

• ASEBP - Gerry Gibeault has been reappointed to the ASEBO Board for another 
three-year term, as well as being appointed Chair for a one-year term.  Carol 
Bazinet and Karen Holloway have also been appointed to the Board – leaving one 
vacant position to be canvassed for. 

 SiPP – Jim Gibbons has been reappointed as Chair of the SiPP Board. 
• ASBA’s 2006-07 audited financial statements were presented to the Board of 

Directors with a clean audit report.  The Board is in a healthy position, carrying 
no debt, and ending the year with a small operating surplus of $5,000 (operating 
revenues totaled $4.137 million and operating expenditures totaled $4.132 
million).  The association ended the year with an overall surplus of $39,235.  The 
financial statements are posted on the ASBA website. 

• ASBA Board of Directors received the first quarter Strategic Plan report 
describing progress on the ASBA’s 2007-2010 strategic plan focusing on: 

 - ASBA membership accepts the proposed governance model emerging from the 
 governance review, 
 - three key advocacy priorities – high school completion, transportation and 
 infrastructure are addressed, 
 - ASBA provided resources to raise public awareness of and support for the role 
 of school boards, 
 - school boards come to a shared understanding of how choice is/might be 
 delivered in Alberta, 
 - school boards understand and appreciate their responsibility around financial 
 areas. 
• ASBA Internal Committees 
 Budget – Carol Bazinet and Lynda Akers 
 Policy Development Advisory Committee – Jacquie Hansen (Chair), Heather 
 Welwood, Lynda Akers, and Jackie Swainson 
 Executive Director Evaluation Committee – Jacquie Hansen (Chair), Heather 
 Welwood and Clayton Jespersen 
 Executive Director Compensation Committee – Jacquie Hansen (Chair), Heather 
 Welwood and Jackie Swainson 
 Executive Director Contract Committee – Jacquie Hansen (Chair), Heather 
 Welwood, Carol Bazinet and Clayton Jespersen 

 Transportation Advocacy Committee – Bev Esslinger (Chair), Serafino Scarpino, 
 Lynda Akers and Jackie Swainson 
 High School Completion Advocacy Committee – Jackie Swainson (Chair), Kerry 
 Milder, Clayton Jespersen and Marilyn Bergstra 
 Infrastructure Advocacy Committee – John Lehners (Chair), Doug Gardner, 
 Serafino Scarpino and Bev Esslinger 
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• ASBA External Committee Appointments 
 ASIS Steering Committee – Clayton Jespersen 
 Alberta School Athletic Association – Serafino Scarpino 
 Careers…The Next Generation – Doug Gardner 
 COATS Board of Directors – Marilyn Bergstra 
 COATS Excellence in Teaching Awards Selection Committee – Lynda Akers 
 Drug Awareness Committee – Kerry Milder (Chair) 
 Minister’s Advisory Committee on Small School Programming – Jackie  
 Swainson 
 Minister of Justice Policy Advisory Committee – Bev Esslinger 
 Program Assessment and Advisory Committee – Serafino Scarpino 
 Science Curriculum Advisory Committee – Marilyn Bergstra 
 Society for Safe and Caring Schools and Communities – Bev Esslinger 
 Special Education Advisory Committee – Kerry Milder 

 
A.S.B.A., Heather Welwood 
 

• There are a number of committees with vacancies that need to be filled – SiPP 
Supplementary Pension Plan, ASEBP, ASBI (insurance) (need 2), PICA (utility 
rates – one meeting per year).  Our committees used to have Lead roles, now we 
have each director fill out a talent sheet and match up people’s interest with 
committees. 

•  Strategic Planning – if your board hasn’t submitted their input, please send it in.  
This is very important to us. 

• Conferences: 
 - January 20-22 – New Trustee Conference.  All trustees are welcome.  Some 
 information will be geared to board chairs. 
 - April 13-15 “Closing the Gap” aboriginal conference in Kananaskis.  Very 
 important for all boards to be represented.  Registration is limited to a total of 
 200. 
• Private schools – haven’t sent it as yet but will be looking at getting something 

out fairly soon to boards. 
 
Moved by Doug Gardner that the Zone 5 Regular Meeting move to In Camera at 
11:35 a.m. 
          Carried. 
 
Moved by Doug Gardner that the Zone 5 Regular Meeting move out of In Camera 
at 11:55 a.m. 
          Carried. 
 
Moved by Larry Maerz, seconded by Sheila Snowsell, that the Board Sharing and 
the Reports be accepted. 
          Carried. 
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CLL, Larry Maerz 
 

• The next meeting is to be held on January 31st, 2008. 
 
Teacher Preparation, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• No report. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory Committee, Roy Goulet  
 

• No report. 
 
Calgary Regional Planning Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• No report. 
 
Edwin Parr Committee 
 

• No report. 
 
Labour Relations, John Neill 
 

• No report. 
 
ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• No report. 
 
Professional Development 
 

• No report. 
 

NEW BUSINESS 
 

• Zone 5 Budget for 2008-09 
 
 Moved by Helen Clease to accept the 2008-09 Budget as attached. 
          Carried. 
 

• ASBA Awards 2008 re “Friends of Education” 
 
 Please think about this.  Perhaps we can do public education a better service.  This  
 item will be brought back on a future agenda.  With the “impact being 
 provincial”, this could make some awards difficult.  However, doing awards at a 
 zone level could include more deserving people or functions. 
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SPEAKER 
 
Mr. Randy Clark presented “Workforce Planning”.  See attachments. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Colleen Munro that the meeting be adjourned. 
          Carried.  


