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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, January 8, 2010 

Coventry Hills Superstore 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Diane Boutin     CSCFSA 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Heather Welwood    Alberta School Boards Association 
 David Anderson    Alberta School Boards Association 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Diana Froc     Foothills School Division 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land School Division 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Jennifer Avery     Rocky View Schools 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View Schools 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Marge Belcourt    Calgary Catholic 
 Ron Kenworthy    Golden Hills School Division 
  
 
Call to Order 

 
Helen Clease called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.   

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Angie Warwick that the agenda be approved as amended. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Carol Bazinet that the Minutes dated December 4, 2009 be approved as 
submitted. 

Carried 
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Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

Zone funding to Annual ASBA Leadership Academy 
 

Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the Zone fund sending the Chair or Vice-Chair to 
the Annual ASBA Leadership Academy to a maximum of $1500.           Carried 
 

Correspondence 
 

• Ujamaagramdmasss (Christene Howard) – would like to do a presentation and will 
likely schedule them in the future. 

 
• Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities is requesting a representative to 

serve on the regional committee. Rosemarie Goerlitz advised that Mary Martin has 
volunteered for this task.  Angie Warwick indicated she would be attending the 
conference next week on behalf of Prairie Land.  Both Mary and Angie are Zone 5 
reps on this committee. 

 
 
REPORTS             

 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• ASBA received a clean audit report. 

• Reviewed ASBA’s submission to the Teacher Quality Standard Review. 

• The strategic planning session will be held next week; will be looking at all the ideas. 

• ASBA Membership Survey was completed – indications are that members are very 
satisfied.  The full report will be mailed to school jurisdictions shortly. 

 
ASBA Executive Report, Heather Welwood 
 

• Sandra Weidner, former ASBA President, passed away this past week.  David and 
Michele Mulder will be attending the funeral later today. 

• Thanked all the boards for responding to the survey.  The survey has been reviewed with 
the individual who formulated the survey. 

• It’s not as busy at ASBA right now as everything that needed to be addressed has been 
forwarded to the Minister’s office.  Are now waiting to see how the Minister will be 
dealing with the budget.  When the School Act comes out – found out that there won’t be 
input to that before it goes before legislature to form a bill - that is the protocol.  There 
will be a very brief time to respond to the School Act so boards are encouraged to ensure 
that they set aside time to respond to the proposed School Act changes. 

• Teacher contracts – there has been some discussion with the Minister, ASBA and ATA.  
Please let ASBA know if your board is willing to see the teacher contract opened.  There 
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may not be a lot of time to respond once the Minister has made a decision on where the 
teachers’ contract will be going in light of the budget. 

 
Question: How did the Stop the Cuts campaign go? 
Response: Consider it to be a success – put the issue on the forefront and got the 

public aware of the concerns.  Please reassure the MLAs that this was an 
ATA funded campaign – no taxpayers money was spent on this.   

 
Question: Re School Act – any more discussions re “natural person powers” 

designation?  (Definition:  That would enable school boards to do 
anything they wanted as long as it wasn’t forbidden by law.) 

Response: Yes – not sure how this is going to go as yet.  Minister wants to ensure 
that the language in the School Act is clear and also determine what should 
be in the Act and what should be in Regulations. 

 
  General discussion with respect to the School Act changes ensued.  
 
Question: Cabinet shuffle – any indication what’s going to happen? 
Response: No, it’s been very quiet.   
 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 
 

• Quote for the day from Stephen Covey:  “Trust is the number one leadership competency 
needed today”.  Need to be attentive to being able to trust and being trustworthy. 

• HIV/AIDS in Educational Settings – updated the guidelines which are now available on 
the Alberta Education website at www.education.alberta.ca/admin/resources.aspx. 

• Provincial Telephone Surveys – this is random sample of the Alberta public, teachers, 
school board trustees, superintendents, senior high school students and parents of K-12 
students and parents of children with severe special needs.  Will be done in January & 
February. 

• New web page for Francisation – the web page includes links to FAQ’s and resources:  
www.education.alberta.ca/francais/teachers/progres/core/francisation.aspx 

• Questions from the field were reviewed.  Heather complimented the Department on how 
quickly it moved on that concern (500 Code designation for funding outreach students).  
There is flexibility in rescheduled achievement exams – need to apply to the Department. 

Question:   Implementation of new curriculum   
Response:   Heard from stakeholders that the rate of curriculum implementation is too 

fast – are trying to slow that down.  The current Fine Arts curriculum was 
changed with the input of teachers; with the new one, are trying to make 
that curriculum more flexible.   
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ASBALE, Jennifer Avery 
 

• Held a meeting in November.  Committee is working on scholarship criteria and soon all 
of the boards will have notification of that scholarship ($1000).  The scholarship will 
only be open to members of ASBALE. 

 
Advocacy 
 
 No report. 
 
CLL, Carol Bazinet 
 

• The speaker at the November dinner was Charlie Webber (U of Calgary) regarding 
provincial testing and assessment.  Understand that this report is now available on 
Alberta Education website.  David Woloshyn added that there are a number of 
recommendations in that report that might help jurisdictions with their assessment 
policies.  Heather commented that the Deputy Minister meets with post-secondary 
institutions twice a year and assessment is one of the issues that they are grappling with.  
Will likely see that school jurisdictions will need to report on how they are keeping their 
teachers updated on assessment practices, etc.   

 
Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities 
 

No report. 
 
Edwin Parr Committee 
 
 No report. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory 
 
 No report. 
 
Labour Relations 

 
Representation on this committee is vacant at this time. 

 
Regional Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 

 
• Work force planning underway. 
• Provincial education grant structure is under review. 
• Brenda Dyck is IT consultant with CRC – courses for IT experts are offered through 

CRC.  Debbie Gray could be a resource person for IT practices.  Perhaps have a 
presentation at a future zone meeting and invite IT experts to join in. 

• PD offered for new curriculum. David Anderson added that that ASBA did a survey on 
how many PD days boards offer and will be sharing that soon. 

• Framework for Action in the Education Sector Workforce  
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• Zone 5 Social Studies Implementation Project (year end report for year 4 of 5 year cycle:  
2008-09); Zone 5 Math implementation project plan 2009-10. 

 
 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz moved the acceptance of the reports.  Carried 
 
 

PRESENTATION            
 
Alberta School Councils Association 
 
Michele Mulder and Marilyn Sheptycki joined the meeting at 10:25 a.m.  Michele, Executive 
Director, and Marilyn, President, updated the trustees on what ASCA is doing.  Want to set the 
record straight on the role of ASCA, the productive relationship between school councils and 
divisions.  A bit of history was shared when school councils were initiated and what has 
transpired since then.  The Association now has over 800 school councils as members.  Believe 
school board governance is fundamental to the education system.  ASCA does not support school 
councils gaining powers; supports an advisory role.  Their mission is on their website.  ASCA is 
committed to providing support to school councils’ collaborative work with their school boards 
‘all the time’.  The annual conference is scheduled for April 23-25, 2010 at Mayfield Inn.  
Thanked boards for their support.   
 
Question: Have you changed your website?  Statement about representing specific parents’ 

voice. 
Response:   Are doing a complete review of the website and will look for that; do not want to 

represent individuality. 
 
Question: Are membership fees are going to increase? 
Response: Will be looking at a draft budget and do recognize that all school boards are under 

the gun with respect to funding and have discussed recognizing our supporters 
and wondering how we could help them out during these tough times.  Not at 
liberty to say what will happen at this point but will be looking at extending 
membership for 2 years at no cost but will finalize that during our budget 
deliberations.   

 
Question: Is it not possible that there is a time when school councils do not support school 

boards?  How do you handle that? 
Response: Yes, there are times when we don’t agree specifically with AB Ed and make our 

opinions known.  At an individual board level, the provincial association does not 
get involved.  The school council may ask for advice, but we encourage them to 
keep the lines of communication open with their board.  Michele provided 
example of the kinds of calls they receive (usually from parents dealing with 
school closures).  Try to become objective and encourage them to go back to their 
local trustees and administration; ask them to be calm, reasonable and get their 
facts straight.  Nine times out of ten it works because they are hearing it from a 
support association.   
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Question: District membership – what are the benefits in that?  Do those school councils get 
more involved then? 

Response: There are a large number of schools in both Calgary districts so do give them a 
break in fees.  Sometimes school councils don’t even know they are members.  
But usually it is a very positive reassurance that the school board cares enough 
about school councils to pay for their membership.  Helps them to feel that they 
are important and see the school boards in a different light.   

 
Question: What other revenue streams do you have? 
Response: Funded by Alberta Education – majority of the funding from the viewpoint of 

getting our public involved in education (3-year grant approx $670,000/year).  So 
when we disagree with Alberta Education, we do it in a very courteous way.  
District and school membership funding is really minimal.  Rocky View 
commented that they enrolled at the district level this year and found major 
benefits in that school councils took advantage of what the Association had to 
offer; found that they were much more involved.  Also offering PD sessions for 
their school councils.  Prairie Land stated they have also paid for the chair of their 
school council association to attend ASCA sessions.   

 
Recessed at 11:02 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:12 a.m. 
 
BOARD SHARING            
 
Rocky View Schools, Bev LaPeare 
 

• Trustees shared a song they performed for their staff at RVS – “We’re getting nuttin’ for 
Christmas”…  somebody spent the dough!   Great fun! 

• Adult Education voted to dissolve so at a special board meeting administration was 
directed to get things going again under the auspices of RVS (Continuing Education) on a 
cost-recovery basis. 

• Techie Tuesdays – offering technology sessions during the lunch hour. 
 
Golden Hills, Ron Kenworthy 
 

• Sent a recommendation to the Minister for ward boundaries to be changed – reduced 
from 7 wards to 5.  Have taken it to Council of School Councils.  The public meetings 
were poorly attended. 

• Developing a new foundations statement.  Met with all stakeholders. 

• FNMI – are developing good relations with the Siksika Nation and held a meeting at their 
facility.  Also attended a powwow at their invitation. 
 

CSSA, Diane Boutin and Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• Will be celebrating 25th anniversary in Calgary during Francophone week in mid-March 
(12 or 19). 
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• Anne-Marie commented that there is nothing really new to report as to their 
amalgamation process.  Will be deciding this month whether to proceed with public 
consultations this year or next - especially in light of the elections coming up in October.  
The other issue really is planning for the next school year whether it will be 2 boards or 
1. 

• Need to be mindful that we are all trying to do our best with limited resources – one issue 
is leasing school buildings.  The school in Medicine Hat is being leased from the Catholic 
board.  Understood that this building would be their own basically forever.  The 
Francophone community revolves around that school; the board at Medicine Hat has 
changed dramatically (not the same people talking to each other).  A big study was 
undertaken in Medicine Hat with the results indicating that this school was the best 
school for their needs.  They were informed in December that Medicine Hat Catholic 
wants the school back so now in September we will have to find another facility.  Boards 
are encouraged to be careful when leasing facilities so that details are all very clear.   

 
Prairie Land, Angie Warwick 
 

• Commented on the recent edition of their division newsletter. 

• Statistics and achievement exams and data collected.   Question:  was there any data 
collected on the achievements on students who were bussed or not bussed?   

• Teacher PD program being implemented. 

• Have arranged a meeting with Hanna Town council on January 12. 

• Will now be holding our meetings every 3 weeks instead of 2 times a month 

• ‘Speak Out’ forum will take place in February; there is some debate whether to open it to 
the public or not. 
 
Discussion ensued with respect to using video-conferencing for trustees who are not able 
to be present for board meetings – not always as effective as actually being there and 
interacting with trustees. 
 

Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 
 

• 125th anniversary on December 10 very successful.  Will also be having other 
celebrations during the year. 

• Having a meeting on January 12 to discuss the closure of St. Angela School. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Carol Bazinet 
 

• “Personalization of Learning” – continuing to push that forward:  on-line learning, etc.  
Merla Bolender has joined the division to work on this for the division. 

• Also celebrating 125 years this year. 

• Career & Technology Centre – struggling with the name for that.  Have received some of 
the WorldSkills equipment and are working to promote and build this up. 
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• Commented on the news report that Canada is doing very well in education in 
comparison to other countries, however, need to work more on technical skills. 
 

Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Working on policies, in particular, Catholic and non-Catholic teaching/teachers. 

• Working on paperless communication; trustees are being updated on this. 

• Have been using video-conferencing for quite a while because of the trustee living in 
Oyen, however, face-to-face contact is still the best.  VC is a help in times of necessity.  
Also, SKYPE is helpful when trustees are not able to access a VC suite.  Coordination is 
a necessity though. 

• Working with FSD and Town of High River in soliciting and supporting a post-secondary 
institute in High River.  Want to expand the programming already offered by Bow Valley 
College. 
 

Foothills School Division, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• Superintendent Jim McLellan has given his notice of retirement effective June 30, 2010.  
Now proceeding with a superintendent search. 

• Had an informal meeting with the Town of High River Town Council in December. 
 
 
Moved by Angie Warwick  that the reports be accepted as shared.            Carried 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS            
 

• The Vice-chair encouraged trustees to keep in mind the zone reserves and some of the 
questions that will need to be addressed about the reserves at the next zone meeting. 

 
• For a future presentation, it was suggested that Betty Gray to do an IT presentation.  It 

was also suggested that all Zone 5 IT directors be invited to this session.  David 
Woloshyn suggested that he could help with making the arrangements. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 11:49 a.m. 


