
Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, March 7, 2014 
Rocky View Schools 

2651 Chinook Winds Drive 
Airdrie, AB 

 
In Attendance 
 Sylvia Eggerer (Chair)   Rocky View Schools 
 Larry Tucker     Golden Hills 
 Genevieve Poulin    Conseil FrancoSud 
 Cheryl Low     Calgary Catholic 
 Arlene Rheaume    Canadian Rockies 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View Schools 
 Phil Butterfield    Alberta Education 
 Ron Taylor     Alberta Education 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Kim Bater     Canadian Rockies 
 Judy Hehr     Calgary Board of Education 
 Pamela King     ASBA (CBE Director) 
 Anne-Marie Boucher (Vice Chair)  FrancoSud 
 Helen Clease     ASBA 
 David Anderson    ASBA 
 
Call to Order 
 
 Chair Sylvia Eggerer called the meeting to order at 9:33 a.m.  Introductions were made. 
 
Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Judy Hehr that the Agenda for the March 7, 2014, meeting be approved 
as submitted.        Carried 

 
  



Approval of Minutes 
 
 Moved by Angie Warwick that the Minutes of the February 7, 2014, meeting be 
 approved as presented.      Carried. 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 

• None 
 
Defibrillators – need to know how many you have.  Please get numbers and send to Lynne/Rita.  
An email was sent to you on this matter. 
 
Correspondence 
 

• None 
 
Chair Report 
 

• Bylaws and Policies – provincially – this is our last meeting before they have to be 
submitted.  No emergent bylaws are allowed; they would need to be brought to the fall 
meeting. 

• Edwin Parr nominations should be in to Rocky View Schools by March 21st. 
 

Vice Chair Report 
 

• Brian Callahan is working with education, policy and implementation. Their material is 
not ready, but Terry Gunderson will come next month to speak to this.  This may make 
the next meeting run a bit late – 12:30 to 1 p.m.  If Brian doesn’t have his material at this 
time, he will come in the fall. 

• Budget presentation may also be included in the April meeting, or it may go to the 
Executive meeting following Edwin Parr. 

• The Financial Report is very straightforward. 
 
Call for Directives for Action 
 

• Sylvia Eggerer called for any Directives for Action.  No response. 
Sylvia Eggerer called a second time for any Directors for Action.  No response. 
Sylvia Eggerer called a third time for any Directors for Actions.  No response. 
 
It was declared there were no responses to the Call for Directives for Action. 



REPORTS 
 
ASBA Executive/Staff 
 
Helen Clease: 

• Budget Day was yesterday, experienced lock down, gallery and reporters.  It is a ‘hold 
the line’ budget, nothing to cover inflation, etc.  Seems to be the universal message. 

• Thank you to all who attended the conference.  Our deadline is the spring general 
meeting, Calgary is March 24 at the Sheraton Cavalier.   

• Timelines are brutal.  The Government deadline is the end of May.  We want it to go to 
our June 2nd AGM.  Have requested some flexibility. 

• Met with Scott McCormack and was heartened by the fact we were pretty much in 
alignment. 

• Next Budget and Development meeting will be looking at planning. 
• Strengthening reports and some interesting suggestions. 
• Road symposium – it is covered now for good. 
• Mentioned will do meeting with us next Thursday for opening dialogues (Building 

Relationships).  We are doing “Inspiring Education”. 
• Speaking to Student Voice Initiative. 
• Call for resolutions going out for Spring A.G.B. 
• Telling our own stories – we are doing some really good work. 
• Did interview, it went well. 
• Looking at making some changes on our own structure; boards and zones are doing great 

work. Trying to get the word out to everyone.  Resolutions can be forwarded but 
generally it goes to the Zone. 

• Could someone at ASBA resend information on policies – then we could have a decision 
by May 23rd. 

• Professional Learning by Heather will be done again. 
 
David Anderson: 

• Pharmaceutical companies discovered there are some liabilities and school board 
employees may not be covered by the Good Samaritan Act because they are employees.  
Make sure your policies are adjusted.  No ruling by the courts at the present time. 

 
Alberta Education, Ron Taylor 
 

• New Curriculum Development Prototyping Partners – announced by Minister Jeff 
Johnson at the Inspiring Education Symposium February 19, 2014.   

• On April 11-12, 2014, the Alberta Association for Community Living will hold its 22nd 
Annual Family Conference with over 700 participants, including more than 100 children 



and teenagers.  Workshops and conference sessions on inclusive education for teachers, 
administrators and parents, and a youth forum, will be available. 

• Teacher Workload – Internal Jurisdiction Review – the provincial steering advisory 
committee (AB Ed, ATA, ASBA, Cass) has scheduled a C2 provincial meeting for April 
15, 2014 in Calgary so representatives can meet to discuss reducing teacher workload and 
increasing teacher efficacy, hearing about promising practices and collaborating on 
strategy development to manage changes. 

• MOU for First Nations Education in Alberta – a long term strategic action plan has been 
developed. 

• Implementation of Capital Projects – Government of Alberta has committed to 
constructing 50 new schools and modernizing 70 existing schools.  All these projects 
have now been announced and many have had a kick-off meeting. 

• Full Day Kindergarten – not yet been determined. 
• Curriculum redesign – is helping shift focus of education to centre on the learner and the 

learner’s needs, which provides authorities with more flexibility to address learning needs 
of all students and focuses less on content and more on building competencies. 

• Utilization rate formula is being adjusted including requirements for reporting and 
revisions to the formula and rated capacities of spaces.  Changes take effect in 
September, 2014 but will not be used until November, 2014. 

• Will bring information on the following: 
 a)  long-term plan for infrastructure 

b)  effects of changing school age to 21, and the space crunch this could cause. 
AB ED will fund but regular high schools may not have to take the students.   

 
Second Language Caucus, JoanneVan Donzel 
 

• Letter was sent February 4th, 2014, re survey on Second Language and ESL.  Please 
check this has been sent in.  (Lynne will resend.) 

 
Networking Group, Doug Gardner, Judy Hehr 
 

• Considering inviting MLA’s to the Edwin Parr banquet.  We do not want this to become 
a political event.  Think the invitation would be on behalf of the group.  We will work in 
conjunction with the Edwin Parr Committee.  All Zone 5 boards will email their MLA list 
to Doug Gardner gardnerd@fsd38.ab.ca.   
 

Edwin Parr, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• We will be working on this after the present meeting concludes. 
 



Field Experiences Policy Advisory, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Attended PSAC meeting last Wednesday.  Majority of questions were on change of 
name.  Year 2 students are in the schools. 

• There is a real rise in mental health issues, so it is important that schools get strong 
mental people. 

• The university has opened 400 spots for 1000 applicants. 
• Large interest in enrolling in secondary sciences with a French cohort. 
• Student teachers time table discussion. 
• ELM. 
• Will send report to Lynne. 

 
Labour Relations, Colleen Munro 
 

• Working group had first teleconference in February.   
 
 Phase I:  These sessions (scheduled between March 11 and March 31) will provide 

 participants with an overview of the events that led to the current situation, a brief review 
 of the background materials which will help inform this situation, a discussion around 
any parameters that are known at that point which may focus our deliberations, and then a 
 series of questions and table activities to elicit participant discussion and feedback. 

 
 Phase II:  School boards will be called upon to consider the matter of teacher bargaining 
 at the local jurisdiction level and consider any official submission they wish to provide 
 (submissions required by April 29). 
 
 Phase III:  School boards will be asked to consider and vote on recommendations offered 
 by the ASBA Board of Directors at the ASBA Spring General Meeting on June 2, 2014. 
 
 We appreciate these timelines are very short and that school boards will only have a 
 number of weeks in order to provide submissions to ASBA by April 29. 
 
Regional Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Get from Joanne Van Donzel. 
 
In Camera 
 

Moved by Bev LaPeare that the ASBA Zone 5 Board move into In Camera at 11:20 
a.m.          Carried 



 
Moved by Angie Warwick that the ASBA Zone 5 Board move out of In Camera at 
11:35 a.m.         Carried 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
Zone/Provincial Collaberation and Conference Presentation, Kim Bater 
 
Adjournment 
 

Moved by Doug Gardner that the ASBA Zone 5 Meeting of March 7, 2014, be 
adjourned at 12:50 p.m.       Carried 

 
 


