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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
 

Calgary Board of Education 
Coventry Hills Superstore, 2nd floor 

100 Country Village Road NE, Calgary, AB 
 

May 16, 2008 
 

In Attendance 
 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View School Division 
 Heather Rogers    ASBA 
 David Anderson    ASBA 
 Heather Wellwood    ASBA 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View School Division 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic Board of Education 
 John Neill     Prairie Land Regional Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land Regional Division 
 Jerry Muelener    Foothills School Division 
 Sam Vogel     Prairie Land School Division 
 Roy Goulet     CSCFSA 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Trent Sundgaard    Golden Hills School Division 
 Karen Harries     Golden Hills School Division 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer School Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View School Division 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies Regional Division 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Don Thomas     Rocky View School Division  
 Linda Akers     Grande Yellowhead Regional Div. 
    
Call to Order 
 

Don Thomas called the meeting to order.  Round table introductions were made. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 
 The agenda was approved as circulated with a change  - removing the name 
 “David Woloshyn from the Career Pathways presentation and inserting the 
 name “Brian Ellefson”, as well as adding the name “Linda Akers” following 
 Carol Bazinet on the ASBA Budget Presentation. 
               Carried. 
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Thank you to Lynn Ferguson for chairing the meeting of April 4, 2008. 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Moved by John Neill that the minutes of  April 4, 2008, be accepted as circulated. 

Carried. 
 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
 There was no business arising from the minutes. 
 
Correspondence 
 
 There was no correspondence received. 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
Calgary Catholic Board of Education, Rosemarie Goerlitz 
 

• We have entered into a partnership with the United Way which involves the 
placement of three Learning Village Family Places in three of our schools.  The 
purpose is to create a collaborative program that will give support and an 
advantage to children and families living in the Greater Forest Lawn 
neighbourhoods.  The model emphasizes lifelong learning, resiliency, community 
involvement and integrated services.  It is a collaborative of education, health, 
social, recreational and cultural services coordinated through satellite locations 
within schools and is based on the understanding that schools alone cannot do all 
that is needed to help children and youth succeed in school.  The three schools 
selected are St. Mark, Holy Redeemer and Holy Cross.  This is anticipated to be 
in operation for September 2008. 

• We held a Blessing Ceremony at St. Sebastian School on April 8, at St. Joan of 
Arc School on April 22, and at St. Jerome Elementary School on May 16th which 
is a special liturgical celebration in which students, staff, parents, Board of 
Trustees and District administration take part. 

• We held a Dedication Ceremony for all the public at St. Sebastian School on May 
6th.  Similar ceremonies will be held at St. Joan of Arc on May 30th and St. 
Jerome’s in the fall of 2008. 

• We are pleased with the Provincial budget announcements which will enable us to 
reduced our deficit from $6.6 million to $5.1 million.  The recommended 2008-
2009 budget will be presented at our May 28th meeting with final approval 
scheduled for June 11th. 

• Advocacy efforts have been taken to advance ASBA policies and/or Directives 
for Action. 

• Mr. John Deausy has been appointed our new Superintendent, Finance & 
Business Services, Secretary-Treasurer. 
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• Mr. Mark Rawlek, former principal of Father Lacombe High School has been 
promoted to Acting Superintendent, Educational Services. 

• We find ourselves at the crunch with our facilities having received only 16 of the 
40 portables we requested. 

 
Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 
 

• We are dealing with program closures.  We are lobbying to get the School Act 
changed so we can move programs without doing a closure.  We are hoping this 
will change. 

• We have been assured the P3 schools are on schedule for 2010.  We are having 
difficulty keeping our communities together. 

• We held a one day symposium to look at the future of education – where we want 
to be.  It is exciting but very challenging. 

 
Canadian Rockies School Division, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• We held an implementation coordination meeting for our futures planning. 
•    Exshaw School celebrated their 100th birthday. 
• At our last public meeting, we decided to cap French Immersion enrolment.  A 

delegation of 50 came to the public meeting wanting grandfathering of families.  
We agreed to sibling priority for one year.  We are now doing a whole study. 

• Some parents are interested in starting a Waldorf school in the Bow Valley 
School.  We are expecting a proposal from them.  This should fit into our futures 
planning. 

• We are experiencing problems getting bus drivers. 
• One of our teachers from Exshaw has been recommended for Excellence in 

Teaching. 
 
Comment: The public agreed with capping French Immersion because our numbers  
  are declining. 
 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• We have been busy with our budget, capital plan and three year education plan 
which included expanding opportunities and launching an Outreach School in 
Brooks. 

• We are implementing an IB program. 
• Re Excellence in Teaching awards – one of our teachers won a $300,000 grant 

from the government for a project. 
• We have a new superintendent, Michael O’Brian, when Dr. Bertha Wilson retires. 
• We are planning to review and revise our central office. 
• We attended a joint Foothills/Christ the Redeemer meeting which included busing 

and calendars. 
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• We are building in Canmore and hope to move in January.  It is a beautiful 
location. 

• In support of parents’ need for French in the area, we will look at offering more 
French for grades 4-9 in Canmore. 

 
Foothills School Division, Jay Lyons 
 

• We received our notification that we will receive 10 portables for Okotoks. 
• We are pushing for a P3 school to get up and running. 
• Re the litigation on changing our busing policy – we had to reinstate the service 

and have done a round table discussion on this. 
• We had a number of teachers (5 or 6) recommended for Excellence in Teaching.  

The lady who introduced our candidates was a past Edwin Parr winner. 
 
Comment: Re P3’s - the holdup is that the models are not ready yet.  Some of our  
  schools have run out of room for portables on the sites.  This is getting to  
  be a crisis. 
 
Golden Hills School Division, Trent Sundgaard 
 

• We recently held our Reaching and Teaching seminar and a Threat Assessment 
seminar, as well as a Futures Forum at the Tyrrell Museum 

• We are working on our Capital Plan. 
• We are holding a number of graduation ceremonies. 
• We are currently working on our budget. 

 
CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher 

 
• We will have a new superintendent announcement soon.  We are waiting for 

approval.  We were quite pleased with the applications we received.  Thank you 
to Peter Princeton at Alberta Education for his assistance. 

• We made a major change in our Education Plan.  We will no longer offer the IB 
program because it is an alternative program.  We are working on a new 
Education Plan and are trying to include all the best practices that we have 
learned. 

 
Comment: Christ the Redeemer has the same problem and we are looking at it as an 
  alternative program. 
 
Comment: Thank you to Anne-Marie and Sheila for all their hard work on the Edwin 
  Parr banquet. 
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CSCFSA, Roy Goulet 
 

• Our new school in Canmore will be finished on time.  It is a beautiful school.  We 
are only getting two modulars instead of the 4 that we had requested.  Registration 
is already at 90. 

 
Prairie Land Regional Division, John Neill 
 

• We held our third annual Key Community Leaders meeting on April 2 at the 
Lutheran Church basement.  Those present were provided with an overview of  

 a) the financial position of the Division, b) the successes and challenges facing the 
 Division, and c) a review of the “Division Utilization Plan – Moving Forward”.  
 Following this, 40 participants discussed a)  is the direction the Division is taking 
 with respect to the “Division Utilization Plan – Moving Forward” the correct one 
 for PLRD, and b) what information about the school system, besides what is 
 already communicated to you through the PLRD INFOCUS, the website, school 
 newsletters and the local media, do you want the school board to communicate to 
 you and by what means do you want this information communicated?  In addition, 
 everyone was requested to complete an evaluation form related to the operation of 
 the meeting.  Information will be published on our website once compiled and 
 formatted. 
• We are looking at putting in a hockey program for grades 7 and 8 at one school. 
• We are attending various grad ceremonies. 

 
Comment: Foothills has a hockey program just started and it has worked well.  We  
  started with grades 7 – 8, with grades 5 – 6 to follow, and then high  
  school. 
 
Rocky View School Division, Helen Clease 
 

• We didn’t get the schools and portables that we need.  When our new Langdon P3 
is ready to open we will still need to accommodate 300 more students in Langdon. 

• We have been working on our budget and our capital plan. 
• Our Three Year Ed Plan will show our enthusiasm, dedication, and love of public 

education. 
• Our Policy on Policy is being sent out for feedback.   
• We are reorganizing our Learning Department to make it more effective. 
• We are going through “Seven Habits of Highly Effective People’. 
• We have a Green Start program that includes a portable greenhouse which goes 

out to all our schools.  It has become the most popular program ever. 
 
Comment: Langdon, Chestermere and Airdrie schools are all short of space.   
 
Comment: All boards should send their numbers to Heather Wellwood and they can  
  have a discussion across the province. 
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Comment: Relocatables are all under one constructor for all structures.  This is  
  holding up progress.  
 
Comment: Rocky View School Division has had parents volunteering to put up big  
  tents.  We are worried about what we will do with our extra students. 
 
The reports were accepted as read. 
 
ASBA Resolution 
 
The proposed resolutions should be provincial in nature.  Please check that there is not 
already a policy on the books.  Each Zone can submit three proposed resolutions.  Zone 1 
has already submitted a video conferencing resolution.  Prairie Land Regional Division 
agrees that this issue has already been presented by Zone 1 and will check with them that 
it covers all points and suggest changing the name of it from “video conferencing” to 
“technology”. 
 
The submission deadline is May 27 p.m. 
 
Moved by Angie Warwick that a conference call be placed on May 27th at 2 p.m. to 
each Zone 5 representative.   

Carried. 
 

There will be one vote per board.  Rocky View School Division will set this conference 
call up.   
 
REPORTS 
 
A.S.B.A., Doug Gardner 
 

• Directive for Action 2.D.01 states that ASBA Business Meetings must start at 9 
a.m. on the opening day.  To assist the program organizing committee, the Board 
of Directors decided that if keynote speakers, the Minister, etc. are to be 
presenting at our general meeting sessions, then they will be added to the order 
paper to accommodate the start time of business as directed. 

• The Board of Directors received reports from each of the Association’s 3 
advocacy priority committees – high school completion, infrastructure and 
transportation,  Sig Schmold, ASBA consultant, gave the Board of Directors an 
overview of his draft report, “At the Breaking Point: Alberta’s Student 
Transportation System.”  The report, which will be released at the Spring General 
Meeting, highlights the issues currently being faced by Alberta school boards in 
the transportation arena.  The report will provide school boards with a key 
resource as you advocate the case that this area needs more attention.  
Representatives from each zone will be asked to attend a meeting with the Alberta 
Student Transportation Advisory Council in the fall to discuss common issues. 
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• The Board of Directors approved the establishment of an annual scholarship 
program to mark the ASBA’s 100 years of service to Alberta’s school boards.  
The program will see a $2,000 scholarship being awarded in each zone (two in 
zone 2/3).  Decisions on the selection will be made at the zone level – within 
provincial criteria.  Recipients will be honoured at the Association’s Fall General 
Meeting.  They will be awarded to students who will go to university to become a 
teacher.  Packages will be sent to zone chairs for discussion. 

• Raja Panwar, Acting Executive Director, Program Development and Standards, 
and Helen Fournier, Project Director, briefed the board on Alberta Education’s 
proposed Distributed Learning Strategy.  The board flagged a number of concerns 
with the proposed strategy which will be followed up with the department. 

• ASBA has worked with Alberta Teachers’ Association, the College of Alberta 
School Superintendents, the Alberta School Council Association, and Alberta 
Education to develop quality practice standards for principals.  The Board of 
Directors reconfirmed the standard and authorized the Executive Director to work 
with the education partners to ensure an early distribution of the document to 
school boards. 

 
ASBA, Heather Wellwood 
 

• Patricia McKenzie, who is very well respected. will do an analysis on “Lessons 
Learned”. 

• “Closing the Gap” was very successful.  It was a symposium of board chairs and 
superintendents re aboriginal achievement.  Data has emerged as important.  
There will be a follow-up with Gene Zwosdesky. 

• The Minister has opened discussion on taxation re school board authorities' ability 
to tax.  We feel this is important for school boards and will have a tax force to talk 
on this.  Need to deal with equity.   

• John Lehners has been appointed to the new Board of Health (the Super  
 Board) and Infrastructure.  School boards will be funded when there is a surplus.  
 Our advocacy effort will be to ask for some level of funding. 
• We welcome comments from boards on how we can improve services, etc. 

 
ASBA, David Anderson 
 

• Taxation moved from school boards in 1995, because agreement could not be 
reached on equity.  The only way the province will move forward is if there is 
solidarity among us.  Please keep an open mind to come up with a solution that all 
school boards can support.  Hoping this will be a major theme of discussion at the 
FGM.  No other level of government has to go to plebiscite.  We must step up to 
the plate and take responsibility.  We must be careful to come to consensus. 
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Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 
 

• “Innovation is such a fragile process in the force of inexorable day-to-day 
operational pressures that considerable more structure is required to ensure that 
strategic innovation initiatives are ultimately implemented.”  Doug Eadie 

 This is the pinnacle of high level government responsibility. 
• The Provincial Approach to Student Information (PASI) initiative is focused on 

developing a collaborative, business-driven system for managing student 
information to meet the needs of the Ministry, school jurisdictions, and others.  
The project team focused on completing a proof-of-concept to further its long 
term vision of providing the right information to the right people at the right time 
by exploring and testing technical architecture components needed to allow 
jurisdictions and the Ministry to respond to evolving student information needs, 
developing a governance model, and exploring and analyzing the business 
processes and procedures associated with student enrolment to determine where 
efficiencies could be improved across the K-12 sector.  Three pilots were 
undertaken.  In the upcoming fiscal year, they will work with the vendor 
community on business specifications and will develop a sample technical 
architecture to guide potential vendor development efforts. 

• A project plan for the review and revision of the Fine Arts Programs of Study has 
been initiated with representatives from the fine arts community and education 
stakeholders. 

• The Career and Technology Studies program is under revision with 
implementation of the Trades, Manufacturing and Transportation and Business, 
Administration, Finance and Information Technology clusters for September, 
2009.  Media, Design and Communication Arts, Natural Resources and Health, 
Recreation and Human Services clusters are scheduled for implementation in 
September 2010.  Middle Years/Junior High Curriculum is scheduled for 
implementation in September 2011.  A Publisher’s Draft is now available on the 
Alberta Education web site. 

• The Provincial Skills Competition will take place May 22-23 at Stampede Park in 
Calgary.  Also Alberta will host the Canadian Skills Competition at Stampede 
Park May 26-27.  Canada will host the WorldSkills 2009 competition in Calgary 
on September 1-6, 2009. 

• Focus groups and interviews are being scheduled with stakeholders to hold 
conversations around the distributed learning strengths, needs and gaps in K-12 in 
Alberta.  A link to an online survey will be sent to all school jurisdictions in mid-
May.  Site visits will be held with school jurisdictions that are interested in 
showcasing and sharing promising practices in distributed learning.  Data will be 
analyzed and reported through a comprehensive needs assessment and a gap 
analysis will stem from this comparison which will help shape a conversation 
around future scenarios and concept solutions and will be shared at an Alberta K-
12 Distributed Learning Summit this fall. 

• A separate board cannot require a baptismal certificate to prove that an individual 
is of the minority faith.  Residency of a student is based on where the parent lives 
and the parent’s religious faith. 
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• Changes to the Alexander Rutherford Scholarships now allow for non-academic 
courses such as Career and Technology Studies Courses to be an option for the 
scholarship.  Detailed information is available on the web site as well as 
information on other scholarships available to Alberta students. 

 
Edwin Parr, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• Will send a few copies to each nominee and will bring to the next zone meeting. 
 
Comment: There was an excellent article in the Calgary Herald and the Edmonton 
  Journal.  ASBA will send it to the smaller papers next week. 
 
Advocacy Committee, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Will decide what we will back.  Would like a few more people on the committee 
to help develop a strategy for next year.  Bruce Pettigrew from Rocky View 
School Division and Michael Anniuk from Calgary Catholic will join the 
committee.  There are two members on the board at present.  Terms of Reference 
is the shorter option.  We would like one from each board.  Please e-mail to 
Lynne who will forward to Joanne. 

  
ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• May 15th was the deadline for the boards’ submission on language policy.  One 
will be the recipient of a $2,000 award. 

• Stuart Munchowitz will hold a conference re teaching personnel, assessment, etc.  
 
The reports were accepted as presented. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Zone 5 Meetings Accommodation 

 
Moved by Helen Clease that all meetings remain at the Coventry Superstore for the 
2008-2009 year. 
          Carried. 
 
Awards Discussion 
 

• Moved to June 20th Zone 5 meeting. 
 
MELRA Awards 
 
Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the MELRA awards be held on November 7th, 
2008. 
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PRESENTATIONS 
 
Home and School Presentation – Michele Mulder 
 

• See attachment. 
 
Career Pathways, Brian Effelson 
 

• See attachment. 
 
ASBA Budget Presentation, “Hold the Line” – Carol Bazinet and Linda Akers 
 

• See attachment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was declared adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  


