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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
May 18, 2007 

Greenwood Inn 
3515 – 26 Street NE 

Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance 
 
 Sylvie Pinard     CSCFSA 
 Diane Boutin     CSCFSA 
 Roy Goulet     CSCFSA 
 Lynn Ferguson    Calgary Board of Education 
 Maureen Kubinec    ASBA 
 Donna Engel     ASBA 
 Marge Belcourt    Calgary Catholic Board of Education 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View School Division 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Sheila Taylor     Prairie Land Regional Division 
 John Neill     Prairie Land Regional Division 
 Sam Vogel     Prairie Land Regional Division 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View School Division 
 Maureen L. Munro    Rocky View School Division 
 Rhonda Longson    Foothills School Division 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies Regional Division 
 Faye Lippitt     Foothills School Division 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer School Division 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Karen Harries     Golden Hills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Gerry Steinke     ASBA Board of Directors 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Wendy Metzger    Rocky View School Division 
 
Call to Order 
 

Wendy Metzger called the meeting to order.  Round table introductions were 
made. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 
 Under “Reports” add:  1.  June 1st Meeting, and 2.  Flashing Lights 
 
 Moved by Sheila Snowsell that the agenda be approved as amended. 
               Carried. 
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Approval of Minutes 
 
 Under Calgary Board of Education Report: 
 1.  Change bullet #2 to: “The Calgary Board of Education met with the Minister    
      of Education on April 13th and he toured the Centres for Excellence.” 
 2.  Change bullet #3 to: “The Board held a presentation on English as a Second     
      Language to give them a more complete knowledge.” 
  
 Moved by Lynn Ferguson that the minutes of February 2, 2007, be 
 accepted as amended. 

Carried. 
 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 

 
There was no business arising from the minutes. 

 
Correspondence 
 
 There was no correspondence received. 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
Calgary Catholic Board of Education, Marge Belcourt 
 

• We held a celebration for Arbour Day at St. Joseph School on May 3, 2007. 
• We will hold a dedication for our new school, St. Albert the Great on June 8, 

2007, with Bishop Henry and Father Tumback.  A school blessing was held on 
April 24, 2007. 

• We are preparing trustee election information packages for our school councils. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 
 

• Doing a number of school and program closures.  Looked at closing King George 
School and a number of regular programs in other schools as well as the French 
Immersion program specifically. 

• Our Trust Easy magazine is being used to communicate with our stakeholders.  It 
can be found on our website with video clips. 

• Introduced our Three Year Capital Plan on May 1.  We took out our eligibility 
criteria.  We are looking at seven new schools, a modernization, etc.  It is bundled 
so we can contract alternative funding.  We have tried this before, but this time 
there seems to be more interest.  We have built a number of K-4 schools to keep 
small children close to home. 

• We passed our Three Year Education Plan. 
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• We passed our transportation fee schedule.  We were able to keep them the same 
as last year which saw substantial changes. 

• On May 24 we will hold our trustee orientation at the Education Centre for people 
interested in running as a trustee in the next election.  We are also trying to 
encourage people to come out and vote in the next election (civic engagement).   

 
Canadian Rockies School Division, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• We are spending a lot of time on our futures plan.  This will provide us with 
information on future planning.  We have hired two facilitators and we will do 
this right through next year.  If anyone has any information on future planning, 
please let us know. 

• We had a presentation to the board by a group of high school students re a 
partnership on a biodeisel project.  They have managed to run a bob cat on oil 
they have produced.  Now they want to get this product into the community.  One 
school bus is being converted to biodeisel.  This will reduce emissions.  They 
have found someone to buy a much needed tank and Olds College will be their 
source.  They get 3 times the amount of fuel than it takes to produce it.   

• Exshaw School is still at the bottom of the Fraser Report, but they have had more 
support than it appears.  They have presented at the University of Calgary on 
educating First Nations students.  Two or three of the University of Calgary grads 
have been working in our school 

 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• We are going through some sports school programs in five of our schools, in 
conjunction with Hockey Canada.  It is an extremely interesting program. 

• Vision 20/20 is finished and now reconfiguration meetings are happening. 
• Our budget meeting looks like quite a challenge – about $2 million in debt. 
• We have issues on busing policies and transparency. 

 
Foothills School Division, Rhonda Longson 
 

• No items to report. 
 

Golden Hills School Division, Joyce Bazant 
 

• Larry Maerz apologizes for being unable to attend. 
• We voted for closing the high school program. 
• We are exploring ideas for a new building in Wheatland East. 
• Reaching and Teaching was very successful with attendance up. 

 
CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• No report. 
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CFCFSA, Sylvie Pinard 
 

• Planning for the future.  We have a school from Calgary Board of Education and 
we are working on our Three Year Plan.  We have had no response from the 
government yet, but we need to prepare for next year.  Hopefully, things will 
begin to move in the next couple of weeks. 

• We will do a trustee orientation next month. 
• We met with the Minister of Education on May 8th.  It was mostly a francophone 

school presentation. 
• We are doing a retreat on Catholic education in francophone. 
• Some of our grade 11 and 12 students visited Vimy Ridge. 
• We had a grade 9 student exchange with Quebec.  It was a good experience for 

the students. 
 
Prairie Land Regional Division, Sheila Taylor 
 

• We have approved a communications plan.  Our website has been changed and 
we are very happy with it. 

• Our financial board policy has been reviewed. 
• On May 4 Deputy Heinke went to a Public Accounts Meeting.  There were no 

Ministers present.  We are concerned with this and would like to know if anyone 
else shares our concern. 

 
Rocky View School Division, Maureen Munro 
 

• We held our official opening for Ecole Edwards Elementary School.  The 
Minister of Education attended as well as Carol Haley and Ted Morton. 

• We held our official opening of our new office building.  Many old trustees 
attended and it was a very enjoyable event. 

• We are working on our budget and three year plan.  We are experiencing 
phenomenal growth. 

• Heard the Minister responding to questioning by saying that we all don’t receive a 
3% increase, but rather we receive a 5.2% increase.  He added that using our 
reserves we should be well able to meet all our obligations.  We have some 
reservations. 

• The First Nations Showcase in Edmonton was held on May 2.  Sally Powis, one 
of our communications people, will help with the October 16 event in Calgary.  
Edmonton public students were a big part of the attendees.  There was a small 
hitch in getting all the T-shirt sizes right.  The event went well and was oriented 
towards elementary students, both aboriginal and non-aboriginal.  The Calgary 
event will include up to grade 7. 

 
Comment:  Re: the Minister’s perspective relative to finances:  when he speaks about  
  the 3% grant increase, he is talking about the basic grant.  5.2% means all  
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  the budget.  Overall, it totals a 5.2% increase,  The Minister is asking the  
  question when he sees the amounts on the books. 
 
Comment: We cannot compete with the oil and gas companies. 
 
Comment: Unfunded liability is included in the 5.2% and it comes from the top. 
 
Comment: We need confirmation from the government.  We have 100 or more  
  students ready to attend our new school.  We have had a delegation of  
  worried parents at our last council meeting.  We need to receive   
  government approval as soon as possible. 
 
Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the reports be accepted as read. 

         Carried. 
 

REPORTS 
 
A.S.B.A., Doug Gardner 
 

• Thanks to all boards for responding to the ASBA Governance Review survey.  On 
June 5th, the ASBA would like each board to send a representative to help identify 
the key findings that have emerged and to confirm that we have heard you 
properly.  You will be receiving a copy of individual responses from all boards on 
the survey. 

• The ASBA board meetings will now have a regular agenda item to discuss – 
trends or issues or to just vision and “blue-sky”.  Please give me some of your 
creative thoughts or ideas and I will take them back to the Board of Directors. 

• ASBA has developed an advisory to guide school boards as they establish their 
own policies for responding to students and staff that have life threatening 
allergies (anaphylaxis).  Legal and medical experts have reviewed this advisory. 

• Mary Lynn Campbell, President of the College of Alberta School 
Superintendents, updated the ASBA Board of Directors with regard to the 
CASS’s proposal to become a professional body.  She asked the Board to support 
this and they will consider this request at a future meeting. 

• Dr. Jim Dueck and Dennis Belyk, from Alberta Education, gave a presentation on 
reporting of the grade 6 and 9 achievement test results to parents in June. 

• School boards asked the ASBA Board of Directors to review and consolidate the 
49 policies dealing with infrastructure and facilities.  The board found that there 
were, in fact, some conflicting policies dealing with buildings.  The board has 
been able to cull the list of policies from 49 to 22 – school boards will be asked to 
support these changes at the June Spring General Meeting.  

• Emillian Groch, from the Alberta Retired Teachers’ Retirement Board, gave a 
presentation on the Teachers’ Pension Plan Unfunded Liability. 

• The Board of Directors met with the Minister of Education, Ron Liepert, on 
Monday, April 30.  An open discussion covered topics like the unfunded 
Liability, the 3% operating grant, high school completion, the Lobbying Act, the 
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$300 million for infrastructure, Grade Level Achievement reporting and the 
Minister committed the Department of Education management team to meet with 
the ASBA Board of Directors a couple of times a year to work together to vision, 
think and plan long term. 

• Register online at www.asba.ab.ca for the Canadian School Boards Association 
2007 Conference, which is being held in Calgary July 3-5. 

• George Walker is the ASBA representative on the Local Authorities Pension Plan 
(LAPP) Board of Trustees.  His presentation gave an overview of the plan.  He 
compared the LAPP plan with the ATRF plan and informed us that LAPP is 
undergoing a Governance Review and since pension change can often cost school 
boards money, we might want to check into this. 

• In Jerry Heck’s presentation of Careers:  The Next Generation, he pointed out that 
they are a not-for-profit organization (with over 200 investors) made up of 60% 
industry and 40% government and they have a budget of $2.5 million. 

• If anyone in Zone 5 wants in on these presentations, let Wendy know.  They could 
be happening in October or November. 

 
A.S.B.A., Maureen Kubinec 
 

• We had a video speech for Zone 1 yesterday.  Thanks to Alberta Education. 
• We will have a general meeting on June 4th and the Minister will open it with a 

speech.  Registration forms are on the website. 
• 55 boards responded to the survey.  If you would like it online, please contact our 

office.  On June 25 the board directors will meet to review the information.  
Bylaw changes would be done on September 15th. 

• We have come to a “bump in the road” on AUMA taxation.  AUMA cannot 
support school boards having the right to access the user base.  Separate boards 
have this right, but not public boards.  The ASBA has asked David to present at 
the June 4th general meeting, and we will be asking school boards to defer this.  
We are asking school boards to discuss and  possibly to reaffirm a directive for 
action.  School boards must have access to long term funding.  We must defer this 
and work on it, however.  We believe equity must be retained. 

• CSBA registration needs to be done quickly.  Metro Matters, July 3, will be 
presented and is open to all.  At this time, we have a very low registration and it 
will be cancelled if registration does not go up. 

 
A.S.B.A., David Woloshyn 
 

• “There is no recipe for success, but at the foundation, success lies within us.” 
• Thank you to the Edwin Parr Committee for the fabulous job and the wonderful 

evening. 
• Commendations go to Rocky View School Division, Calgary Board of Education, 

Calgary Catholic Board of Education, Foothills School Division and Christ the 
Redeemer School Division for their collaboration re annexation by City of 
Calgary.  This is a big change from the adversarial approach. 
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• There was a wonderful article about Serafino Scarpino in the Calgary Herald.  
You are all touching the communities you live in.  Thank you very much. 

• Learner Assessment Branch – Alberta will participate in the Pan-Canadian 
Assessment Program and every 3 years, they will assess the knowledge and skills 
of 13-year-old students across Canada in reading, mathematics and science.  
Reading is the major component for 2007, science and mathematics will be the 
minor components.  More than 150 Alberta schools have been selected to 
participate. 

• First Nation, Métis and Inuit Education Showcase is scheduled for Wednesday, 
October 16, 2007, at the Corral.  It is open to all students from grades 4 to 7 and 
will address some of the goals in the Social Studies program of studies. 

• The “Emerge Wireless Learning” project , a partnership between Alberta 
Education and 20 school jurisdictions, will involve over 200 students using 
laptops as part of a research project to determine how to best use wireless 
technologies in the classroom.  Professional development for teachers and school 
jurisdiction administrators has been included in the project.  We commend the 
boards for their interest. 

• Access to quality online resources that are correlated to Alberta’s programs of 
studies can be had at www.learnalberta.ca and are free for use in Alberta and 
developed to engage today’s media and technology savvy students. 

• North American Occupational Safety and Health (NAOSH) Week is May 6 to 23 
and this year’s slogan is “Safety & Health:  A Commitment for Life”, with a 
theme of “Start Today”. 

• “Eating Well with Canada’s Food Guide” has been released by the Federal 
Minister of Health and provides recommendations on amounts of food for 
individuals by age and gender as well as guidance on the quality of food choices.  
Contact your Regional Health Authority if you have not received copies of the 
new Food Guide and Educator’s Resource. 

• The Ministries of Education; Employment, Industry and Immigration; and 
Advanced Education and Technology have developed a draft career development 
strategy. “Connecting Learning and Work:  Alberta’s Career Development 
Strategy” to help all Albertans plan for and manage the transitions between 
learning and work.  We encourage all trustees and boards to provide feedback. 

• School Councils are eligible for the “Healthy School Communities Award” if 
nominated.  This is a recognition program to celebrate the partners in school 
communities that support the health of children and youth by promoting health 
and preventing disease and injury. 

• Base instruction funding, as well as “Additional Funding for Differential Factors” 
is provided to address the costs associated with providing instructional programs 
and services for funded students including students with special needs and system 
administration.  School jurisdictions have maximum flexibility to use these funds 
in whatever manner best meets their local needs, including the purchase of 
resources.  Funding is also provided to regional professional development 
consortia that coordinate professional development resources at the local, regional 
and provincial level to support the implementation of education programs and the 
development of knowledge, skills, and attributes necessary for all people who 
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have an influence on student education.  Alberta Education provides a purchasing 
credit called the Learning Resources Credit Allocation to help pay for learning 
resources purchased from the Learning Resources Centre.  The credit amount is 
allocated according to enrollment.  The Learning Resources Credit allocation 
covers 25% of an order while the school jurisdiction pays for 75% of the order 
value. 

 
CLL, Larry Maerz 
 

• No report. 
 

Teacher Preparation, Rhonda Longson 
 

• There will be a report in June. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory Committee, Rhonda Longson for Faye Lippitt 
 

• It was a bit of a struggle, but they are now committed to look at and determine 
where student teachers should go.  Presently, there is an agreement with the 
University of Calgary.  The question is, why would school boards not be 
involved?  School boards should continue on this committee.  Most graduates will 
be employed by school boards and this is good for them to know.  They meet 2-3 
times a year. 

 
Comment: Perhaps we should do a survey on what our positions are to take to the  
  table.  There was talk about getting agendas out earlier.  Getting student  
  teachers to rural areas is fairly difficult.  Some boards are offering them  
  help.  May need two people – one rural and one metro.  It may be helpful  
  to get provincial information. 
 
Comment: There doesn’t seem to be much difference between “Teacher Preparation”  
  and “Field Experiences”.  Perhaps the committees should be combined.   
  Rhonda will talk to them. 
 
Calgary Regional Planning Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Brian Callaghan (Canadian Rockies School Division) is the new CASS 
representative on the CRC Board of Directors. 

• Jennifer Locke will be the new University of Calgary representative effective 
July, 2007. 

• There are plans for programs in March, April, May and August, 2007, including 
maverick Exhibit Workshops planned in conjunction with the Glenbow Museum. 

• There were three conferences organized:   
  a) French Second Language Learning in Alberta: Sharing the Stage – next  
  conference will be in Calgary January, 2008. 
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  b) FNMI: Learning Together for Success: the Spirit of Children – held in  
  March, 2007. 
  c) Reaching & Teaching 7: Linking Assessment & Learning – held in  
  May. 
• A “Needs Assessment” survey will be distributed shortly. 
• Social Studies grant has been extended for three more years.  Extra funding has 

arrived for math curriculum. 
• There is lots of P.D. money available and multiple ways to access it. 
• School Council Development has completed its 1st year of operation in a 4 year 

pilot funded by Alberta Education.  85 workshops were delivered to school 
councils and were very positive. 

• June workshops for trustees are being planned. 
• Next meeting June 18, 2007 at Sheraton Four Points. 

 
Edwin Parr Committee 
 

• The evening went very well. 
• Reminder to send your banquet tickets money to Lynne Castle.  Grace St. Croix 

will send out a memo to remind boards. 
• Need to make a copy of alternatives.  Perhaps we should have a brief 

outline/template.  Could get suggestions from Grace.  Wendy will do this. 
 
Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• Please see attachment. 
 
ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Strategic Planning session will be held in June 5, 2007 in the Turner Valley Room 
at the Westin Hotel in Edmonton, from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.  Lunch will be provided.  
The ASBALE constitution will also be reviewed. 

 
July CSBA Congress Update 
 

• The Downtown Attractions Committee is unable to provide a pancake breakfast.  
We are trying to negotiation with the Westin to see if that will fit into the budget. 

 
June 1 Meeting at Golden Hills, Wendy Metzger 
 

• Five boards are unable to attend, so this meeting will be cancelled.   
• The first regular meeting in September will be hosted by Golden Hills. 
 

Flashing Lights, Maureen Munro 
 

• All boards need to know that the province is intending to take down “flashing 
lights” signs.  This could impact our students. 
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NEW BUSINESS  
 
Property Tax Presentation 
 

• Please e-mail David Anderson to get a copy of his presentation. 
 
Proposed Budget 
 

• See attachment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the meeting be adjourned. 

Carried. 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  


