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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, May 21, 2010 

Coventry Hills Superstore 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Heather Welwood    ASBA 
 David Anderson    ASBA 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Linda Akers     ASBA 
 Heather Rodgers    ASBA 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Jennifer Avery     Rocky View Schools 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Diana Froc     Foothills School Division 
 Francois Godri    CSCFSA 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land Regional Division 
  
 
Call to Order 

 
Jay Lyons called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m.   

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Carol Bazinet that the agenda be approved as submitted. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Rosemarie Goerlitz that the Minutes dated April 9, 2010 be approved as 
amended. 

Carried 
 

Correspondence 
• None 
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 Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
 ASBA Policy/Directives for Action 
 

• 4 proposed resolutions for the ASBA Fall General Meeting (Policy/Directives for Action) 
have been submitted.  Anne-Marie Boucher indicated that the 4th resolution is pretty 
much the same as the one that the ASBA Board of Directors is proposing, therefore, it 
will not be necessary for Zone 5 to submit this.   

• Rosemarie Goerlitz proposed a change to the wording of the Prairie Land resolution.  
President Welwood suggested that wording can be worked on with the sponsoring board 
and then forwarded to PDAC.  Carol Bazinet indicated that CBE is not in favour of this 
motion; feel that the AAWEI is much more important.  Need to have sustainable funding 
for the future.  Foothills’ view is similar to CBE.  Over half the boards had funds 
removed and we need to pick our battles.  GSFCSD was neutral.  Following discussion of 
all the resolutions, Zone 5 will vote on which ones it wishes to forward to ASBA.   

• Discussion re resolution #2 (differential funding formula for grid differences) – it would 
cover actual teacher cost no matter where they sit on the grid.  David Anderson indicated 
that should this be something the government would support, there would likely be 
money removed in other areas - “the money is the money”.  Doug Gardner & Sheila 
Snowsell commented that this eventually evens itself out.  It might be a hardship today, 
however, in five years time it could be the other way.  David Woloshyn described what 
this would possibly look like.  Some boards would lose revenue and others would gain 
revenue.  Heather Welwood asked whether it cost more to have the seasoned teacher or 
the new teacher?  Must be cautious what you ask for.  With the grid movement, the cost 
is about another .5%.  David Anderson commented on how the existing funding 
framework was designed and this was one of the key issues on the table.  The whole 
committee that worked on this felt this is such a complex issue and is somewhat  under 
the control of the board.   

• Discussion re resolution #3 (bus drivers) – some boards weren’t aware of this issue.  
There is a case in court right now with respect to the mandatory retirement age.  How 
does a board know when a bus driver is competent or not?  Heather Welwood 
commented that this would make individual board policies consistent.  Linda Akers 
advised that Black Gold does have a standardized test they use.  Carol Bazinet added that 
perhaps we could have ASBA send out a bulletin to advise all boards of the current 
legislation but not sure that a provincial-wide standard would be the answer.  Heather 
Welwood suggested that perhaps the motion should read ‘who’ should be responsible for 
establishing this type of standardized  assessment.   

• Resolution #4 – Golden Hills stated that it was fine to remove this resolution. 
 
Resolution #1 (Return of Reserve) – 1 board in favour; 7 boards (opposed)  
DEFEATED 

Resolution #2 (Differential Funding Formula for Grid Differences) - 2 boards in 
favour; 6 boards (opposed)  DEFEATED 



 

 3

Resolution #3 (Standardized Bus Drivers Assessments) - 6 boards in favour; 2 
boards (opposed)  APPROVED 
 

Heather Welwood commended the group for the process of discernment in whether or not these 
resolutions should go forward. 
 
REPORTS             

 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• FNMI Student Success Task Force was set 

• Governance Task Force terms of reference were established.  The report was approved in 
May.  This will be presented at the Spring GM by Serafino Scarpino. 

• ASBA agreed to develop a protocol for school boards operating schools in buildings 
located outside of their boundaries.  There will be a video-conference session on May 25 
from noon – 2:00 p.m.  David Anderson added that this will not be direction but rather 
some advice.  Helen Clease commended ASBA for doing a wonderful job of guiding 
Rocky View on this issue.   

• Reviewed policies that need to be cleaned up at the Spring AGM.   

• The Board of Directors adopted a motion calling on government to fulfill its promise to 
pay teacher salary increases in MOA.   

• High school completion report has been completed.   

• Heather Welwood and David Anderson will serve on the government committee 
exploring separate school district formation.  The input into the process is being gathered 
as part of the School Act review. 

• Sent a letter to the Minister asking that the report be released as soon as possible 
(Inspiring Education & Setting the Direction). 

• Legal issues vis-à-vis publication – first issue free and then boards can subscribe. 
 
ASBA Executive Report, Heather Welwood 

• Information available for people interested in becoming trustees.  June 9 in Red Deer - a 
workshop for anyone who wishes to run a campaign. 

• Minister will not be at the SGM. 

• Updated the bylaws and bulletin. Cleaning up the policy manual and bylaws has been a 
five-year process.   

• There have been a number of letters asking ASEBP to contain costs as much as possible.  
ASBA met with the ASEBP board yesterday re this.   

• Also met with ACSTA, Francophones and PSBAA within the last month. 
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Moved by Joyce Bazant to go to in-camera at 10:30 a.m. 

 Moved by Anne-Marie Boucher to come out in-camera at 10:59 a.m. 

 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 

• Commended the Edwin Parr Banquet organizing committee for a wonderful evening last 
night. 

• Student Orientation to School Study – could be used as an accountability model.  
Referred to “learning bar”. 

• Success in School for Children and Youth in Care – supported by Education and Children 
and Youth Services.  It is anticipated that the Deputy Ministers from both ministries will 
be signing off on the Provincial Protocol Framework after the evaluation process of the 
Demonstration Sites is completed. 

• Early Child Development (ECD) Mapping Initiative – Data that was gathered through the 
Early Development Instrument (EDI) will assist school authorities, families and 
communities as they plan to meet the needs of young children and families. 

• Inspiring Education Update – The website hosts both a blog and “Share your Ideas!” 
discussion. 

• Provincial Achievement Testing Program – Education has decided to make changes to 
the upcoming Grades 6 and 9 Social Studies and the Grades 3, 6, and 9 Math 
achievement tests.   

• Skills Canada Alberta 2010 – held on May 12-13 at the Edmonton Expo Centre. 

• Exam Administration – In responses to a breach to the security of January 2010 diploma 
exams, substantial changes have been made to the application process and requirements 
to establish a Diploma Examination Special Writing Centre. 

 
ASBALE, Jennifer Avery 
 

• Meeting coming up on June 6 in Red Deer. 
 
Advocacy 
 

• No report 
 
CLL, Carol Bazinet 
 

• CLL will no longer exist – the U of Calgary has a new department headed by Sharon 
Friesen.  This department will be working with professionals already in the field.  Galileo 
Network will no longer have a board either.  New board called Galileo Network for 
Leadership and Learning.  Still see value in having trustees participate.  Not sure what it 
will all look yet but the CLL board felt it was a positive move. 
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Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities, Mary Martin 
 

• March 1 had a traveling road show.   
• Commented on the meeting held May 17 (refer to handouts).   
• Commented on the presentation by Penny Hawe (U of C).  Doing extensive research on 

mental health and schools.  There will be a five year study throughout Zone 5 (30-40 
schools).  Reassuring to know how hard this group of dedicated people are working. 
 

Edwin Parr Committee, Diana Froc 
 

• Great evening to celebrate the 6 candidates last night.  Several boards still need to ‘ante 
up’.  Will put together a budget so we can see where we’re at.  She thanked all the people 
involved in the organizing of this event.   

 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory, Jay Lyons 
 

• Reported on the meeting held on May 12.  It is an important window into where U of C is 
trying to go.  Sharon Friesen is now on this committee and the schedule for these 
meetings will come out in September.  Definitely well worth our Zone’s participation. 

• Heather Welwood advised that Deputy Ministers have been holding meetings with 
university deans.  Have seen a real movement with the deans becoming more open.   The 
new Dean of Education in Calgary is very open and enthusiastic about being involved in 
education programming in K-12 education.  Seeing effectiveness at the university level re 
teacher training. 

 
Labour Relations 

• No report 
 

Regional Consortium 
 

• No report 
 
Drug Awareness Committee, Roy Goulet (absent) 

 
• No report. 

 
Moved by Francois Godri that the reports be accepted as presented.           Carried 
 

PRESENTATION            
 
ASBA Budget 
 
 Linda Akers and Heather Rodgers presented ASBA’s proposed budget for review and 

discussion. 
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BOARD SHARING            
 
Christ the Redeemer 

• No report 
 

Foothills School Division, Jay Lyons 

• Continuing to work through the budget; will likely run a deficit 

• Learner Profile – continuing to work at improving this assessment tool.  Believe all K-6 
schools will be participating next year.  It’s becoming a positive move in this process. 

• New Deputy Superintendent – Del Litke.   
 
Golden Hills, Joyce Bazant 

• GHSD is continuing to work with their budget with no plans of running a deficit 

• Proposed East Wheatland School...letter was sent to the Wheatland County Councillors 
requesting a meeting to discuss why the rezoning was not approved.   Return letter 
received refusing to meet.  There is apparently no appeal process, GHSD would need to 
wait at least six months and then could re-apply.  Also, a letter was forwarded to the 
Ministry for their suggestions...have not heard back. 

• A very enjoyable Employee Recognition evening was held.  
 

CSCFSA, Francois Godri 

• No report 
 

CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher  

• Have submitted a request to the Minister dissolving both boards and establishing a new 
board. 

• Have a mental health project approved for the district - a 3-year program. 
 
Prairie Land, Angie Warwick 

• Approved a 3-year capital plan.  All three schools need major modernization. 

• Premiers’ Dinner south of Hanna; had asked for our chair to be on the program who 
asked a direct question about the 100% funding. 

• PASI – the board approved that it would put forth money $31,000 up front and continue 
to maintain it. 

• Grade 6 class studied governance – presented why they needed water fountains in schools 
instead of water bottles.  Angie’s son, Nathaniel, was one of the students who presented 
and was at this meeting to make a similar presentation.  The Prairie Land Board will 
deliberate whether to put in proper water fountains in schools. 
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Rocky View Schools, Jennifer Avery 

• Commended Nathaniel Warwick for speaking to us. 

• Approved budget yesterday – ran a surplus last year which means carry over; will run a 
deficit but only to that surplus.  Support staff are not getting raises – it was a decision to 
preserve jobs.  Teachers will probably lose about 10 positions.   

• Edge School – has since approached RVS with a proposal to be amalgamated with RVS..  
Did approve working towards this on a term basis.   

• Infrastructure – have had a couple meetings with the Minister and also with the Mayor of 
Cochrane and Chestermere (also Hector Mudro & Bart Johnson).  Working 
collaboratively in trying to address infrastructure needs.   

 
Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 

• Single gender school is moving along. 

• Hosted the Minister’s News Conference at the Light of Christ School where it was 
announced who the P3 school contractor will be to build the new schools (B2L 
Partnership). 

• Budget - probably looking at 3.5 million deficit. 

• Heather Welwood advised that Mary Martin will be the rep on the Board of Directors 
once Serafino has completed his term. 

 
Calgary Board of Education, Anne-Marie Boucher on behalf of Carol Bazinet 
 

 
Canadian Rockies, Sheila Snowsell 

• Dipped into their reserves; are reconfiguring to get vice-principals into schools.  We’re 
getting the right people in the right positions. 

• July – the National School Boards Association is coming to Banff and Canadian Rockies 
will be doing a presentation on solar energy.   
 

Moved by Rosemarie Goerlitz that the reports be accepted as shared.           Carried 
 

 
NEW BUSINESS            
 

• Meeting dates for September & October:  September 3 & October 1 
• Will send an email confirming the location of the June executive meeting. (9:00 a.m.) 
• Be prepared to discuss how to spend the surplus – perhaps send to Rita. 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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The meeting adjourned at 12:53 p.m. 
 


