
Alberta	School	Boards	Association	–	Zone	5	
Friday,	November	2,	2012	

Coventry Hills Superstore 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In	Attendance:	
 
 Carol Bazinet (Chair)    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division  
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Dan Ferguson     Alberta Education 
 David Anderson     ASBA 
 Cheryl Smith     ASBA 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division  
 Marg Belcourt     Calgary Catholic 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Ed Brinkman     Prairie Land 
 Sylvie Roth     CSCSFA 
 Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 
 Sheila Snowsell     Canadian Rockies 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Lynn Ferguson     Calgary Board of Education 
 
Call to Order 
 

Vice-Chair Sylvia Eggerer called the meeting to order at 9:34 a.m.  Introductions.    
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Marg Belcourt that the agenda for November 2, 2012 be approved as 
amended. 

Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Marg Belcourt that the Minutes dated October 5, 2012, be approved as 
submitted.                   Carried 

 
 
 
 



Business Arising from the Minutes: 
 

• None 
 
Correspondence 
 

• None 
 
Vice-Chair Report (Sylvia Eggerer) 

 
• Financial Update – the handouts were reviewed and discussed. 

 
 Moved by Anne-Marie Boucher that the Financial Report for the period ending 

October 31, 2012 be approved. 
           Carried 
 
Call for Directives for Action (Helen Clease) 

 
• The ASBA policies/directives for action were reviewed (and very creatively).  Policies 

come from boards, directives for action come from zones (preferably).  The 60/60% rule 
(60% of the boards must be represented and the vote must be 60% of that representation) 
applies. 

• There are archives at ASBA with all the Directives for Action that have been submitted in 
the past.  It was suggested that Zone Chairs advise their zone reps that such information is 
available so that duplication is avoided. 
 

    
REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease 
 

• There was no ‘Highlights’ sheet so an oral report was provided.   
• PDAC will be calling for committee to review bylaws. 
• Review of policy process will happen early in 2014 
• Voted on Friends of Education.  Winner will be announced at the FGM. 
• Government is looking for efficiencies, collaboration and partnerships.  Looking at new 

ways to cost infrastructure. 
• CSBA looking at visioning. 
• Tripartite – boards that have reserves have them for a reason.  Lots of conference calls 

and discussion.   
• AISI – concern that we haven’t let everyone know how valuable this initiative is. 
• Curriculum Review – different process – back to the values that appeared in Inspiring 

Education.  Curriculum Review Committee will be a meeting November 14. 
• Upcoming Events – Legal Life of School Board Nov 6-7 in Calgary; AGM November 

18-20. 



• Helen will not be at the December Zone meeting because there will be a Board of 
Directors meeting that day.  Diana Froc will be reporting on her behalf at the zone 
meeting.  Helen also expressed that she was honored to be part of this board. 

 
ASBA Executive, Cheryl Smith 
 

• Jacquie sends her regards.  The Conference is coming up and there are still places open if 
there are last minute registrations.  Focused on ‘wrap-around services’ with a very 
interesting guest speaker, Dr. Maté. 

• A policy bulletin should have been received. 
• Are making some business changes as members would like to have time for more 

discussion.  Cheryl commented on some of the different things they will be trying. 
• There are calls out for people who may be interested in working on several committees. 
• Education Act is being debated; ASBA is very supportive.  David stated that this Act is 

enabling, however, it will take time to develop the regulations and ASBA is willing to 
help in this regard.  As follow-up, there will be some pretty big expectations of boards.  
Will help boards to shift their thinking - from what they can’t do to what they can do.   

• Edwin Parr Award – there may be a change to the criteria; may include a pre-K teacher 
who meets all the requirements.  Dan clarified that ECS means kindergarten but also 
younger than that.  Cheryl added that there is a need for more discussion because funding 
does not apply to pre-K (other than PUF).  Also a wide variation of curriculum use in pre-
K classrooms and not all pre-K schools are within the school system.  General consensus:  
as long as they are ‘certified’ teachers, they should qualify.  Sylvia asked that Zone reps 
check with their boards as to their views on this. 

 
Alberta Education, Dan Ferguson 
 

• Reviewed the Education Act highlights.  This will be going through to the Legislature 
very soon.  He encouraged boards to review this document.  Anne-Marie advised that #13 
is not correct.  To run as trustee in Francophone board, a person does not need to “be a 
parent”.  This correction has already been forwarded to the Minister’s office.  Discussion 
re Code of Conduct (bullying).  David indicated there will be a whole series of 
workshops to help boards make the adjustments once the Act has been changed. 

• Highlighted some important dates coming up. 
• Career & Technology Foundations – is being designed as a project-based, hands-on, 

optional program for grades 5 to 9 that focuses on competency development, 
interdisciplinary learning and is digitally-based. 

• Healthy School Communities Award – is a recognition program that celebrates 
individuals and groups that work together to achieve positive health outcomes for 
children and youth.  Nominees can include students, school staff, school administrators, 
parents, community groups, businesses, and school authorities.  Dan commented that he 
very much enjoy the Healthy School Conference. 

• Languages – advised of the various bursaries available for teachers. 
• Review of Alberta’s High School Credentialing Requirements – Alberta Education plans 

to establish an external advisory committee and consult with a range of external focus 
groups to inform revisions to Alberta’s high school credentialing requirements. 



• French and International Education Services – Poetry Contest; Declaration of Intent with 
France; Signed Renewed MOU with Jalisco, Mexico. 

• Assessment – Change to Grade 9 Math PAT (75 min to 90 min). 
• Inclusion – National Bullying Awareness Week – November 12-17, 2012.  There will be 

a panel presentation and live webcast on cyber-bullying, November 13 from 7:00-9:00 
p.m. at Louis St. Laurent Jr. Sr. High School in Edmonton. 

• Teaching and Leadership – 2013 Excellence in Teaching Awards; Policy Conversations - 
Supporting Beginning Teachers and Professional Learning. 

• Announcing the Gay-Straight Alliance Bursary Award – made available by a generous 
donation provided by the Imperial Sovereign Court of the Wildrose.  The purpose of this 
award is to offer financial assistance to new or established Gay-Straight Alliances in K-
12 schools in Edmonton and area. 

• School Attendance Online Survey – Keeping Kids in School and Engaged is a 20year 
Education project being led by the School Accreditation and Disputes Resolution Branch.  
The project focuses on attendance. 

• Alberta Symposium on Rural Education 2013 – Reps from the CASS, ASBA, ATA and 
ASCA have met with Education staff members to prepare a proposal for a symposium 
focusing on rural education.  The symposium could highlight innovations and 
partnerships that rural schools, communities, and divisions are engaging in to bring 
innovative responses to the challenges and opportunities that exist in rural education.  
Look for this to happen in Red Deer, March 1-2. 

• Discussion ensued with respect to special needs coding.  Carol suggested further 
discussion on this topic at a future meeting. 

 
Dan Ferguson left the meeting at 11:16 a.m. 
 
Recessed at 11:16 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:28 a.m. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
ASBA’s Community Engagement Task Force (Michael Barbero). 
 
Michael advised that this initiative was flagged in ASBA’s strategic plan.  He provided an 
overview of task force’s work and recommendations.  There is a link to the report on ASBA’s 
website.  Discussion.  The recommendations have gone to the Board of Directors and adopted.  
The action items are being ‘actioned’.   
 
Carol thanked Michael for his presentation.  He left the meeting at 11:55 a.m. 
  



REPORTS cont’d 
 
Chair Report (Carol Bazinet) 

 
• Professional Development – please let Carol know if there are issues reps would like to 

have some professional development for. 
o Anne-Marie mentioned the Curriculum Redesign and will see if that is something 

that we could have more discussion on.  
o Coding is another topic of interest. 

• Handbook Update – has been reviewed by ASBA Legal and staff; some suggestions are 
coming forward and we will review them in the coming months.  Is there anyone else 
interested in working with Carol and Sylvia on that?  Colleen Munro volunteered.  Carol 
Donnelly of RVS has the whole document digitally and will make the changes once the 
committee has them ready to implement. 

 
Second Language Caucus, Joanne 

 
• Meeting will be held during the ASBA AGM (3:00 Sunday afternoon). 

 
Networking Group:   Cathie Williams, Doug Gardner/Diana Froc 
 

• No report. 
 

Coalition for Healthy Schools, Sheila Taylor on behalf of Mary Martin 
 

• October 31 meeting held.  Highlights of the meeting were reviewed.  Looking at an 
information portal and defining Terms of Reference. 

 
Edwin Parr, Anne-Marie Boucher, Sheila Snowsell, Sheila Taylor, Sylvie Roth (alt) 
 

• Discussed earlier in the meeting.   
 
Field Experience, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• There will be a meeting on November 14. 
 

Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• Will discuss during the in-camera portion of the meeting. 
• Anyone want to be the alternate?  Colleen Munro volunteered. 

 
 
 
 
Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel  



 
• Jean Hoft will be retiring so they are reviewing succession plans.  Next meeting will be 

on January 18. 
• Anne-Marie advised that she was a committee last year, as an ASBA rep, which reviewed 

the ARPDC (Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia).  There are 6 
regional consortia, including the Calgary Regional Consortium and a Francophone 
Provincial Consortium which belongs to this.  The committee hasn’t completed its work 
and there hasn’t been anything on this since March 2012.  She will follow up on the 
status of this committee’s work. 
 

ASBA Zone Chairs & Minister Meeting 
 
Ed Brinkman wondered if the Zone Chairs/Superintendents meeting with the Minister was really 
as productive as it could have been.  Is there another way in which this time with the Minister 
could be more productive?  Discussion.  David agreed that some thought could be given to 
change the format.  A suggestion was made that boards could discuss this and bring it back 
to the December meeting.  Think about ways to make it a productive meeting.  Format change?  
Would the Minister be more open to a more general style of a discussion?   
 
IN-CAMERA SESSION 
 

Moved by Sheila Taylor to go in-camera at 12:21 p.m.   Carried 
 

Moved by Sheila Taylor to come out of in-camera at 12:51 p.m.  Carried 
 

 
POLICY REVIEW 
 
Accountability  -  this will be reviewed at a future meeting.   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the meeting be adjourned at 12:52 p.m.         


