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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, November 4, 2011 

Rocky View Schools 
2651 Chinook Winds Drive 

Airdrie, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Helen Clease (Chair)    Rocky View Schools 
 Carol Bazinet (Vice-Chair)   Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Sylvie Roth     CSCFSA 
 Diane Boutin     CSCFSA 
 Marge Belcourt     Calgary Catholic 
 Larry Tucker     Golden Hills School Division 
 Angie Warwick     Prairie Land School Division 
 Elaine Horner     Prairie Land School Division 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSFSA 
 Randy Clarke     Alberta Education 
 Don Thomas     Rocky View Schools 
 John Deausey     Calgary Catholic 
 Bev LePeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Cheryl Smith     ASBA 
 Scott McCormack    ASBA 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Darrell Couture     Rocky View Schools 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Cathie Williams     Calgary Catholic  
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Helen Clease called the meeting to order at 9:32 a.m.  Introductions. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Marge Belcourt that the agenda be approved as submitted.           Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Elaine Horner that the Minutes dated October 7, 2011, be approved as 
amended.                   Carried 

 
Minutes of the October 7 AGM minutes will be approved at next year’s AGM. 
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Business Arising from the Minutes 
• Send letter to Donna Engel at ASBA requesting that the topics of FOIP and In-Camera 

Sessions be presented as sessions at a general ASBA meeting. 
 

Correspondence:  
• None received.   

 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
John Deausey, Secretary-Treasurer of Calgary Catholic, gave a presentation on Audited 
Financial Statements and the audit process and invited open dialogue. 
 
Helen thanked John for his presentation.  Any questions trustees may have of John can be 
forwarded directly to him or to Rita who will forward them to John. 
 
Recessed at 10:41 a.m. 
Reconvened at 10:54 a.m. 
 
Chair Report: 

• Copy of expense form is available. 
• December meeting – will be receiving an ASBA presentation on Advocacy. 
• Board sharing in December – reps to share what their boards define as generative 

governance or community engagement.  Then in March, there will be a P.D. on this topic. 
• Any interest in a Christmas party at the next meeting?  No interest expressed. 
• Rocky View Schools – Wine & Cheese on December 1 and all Zone 5 trustees are 

invited. 
• Handbook Update – Anne-Marie Boucher will send out a draft copy within the next few 

days.  The ASBA bylaws have also been updated.  Will also ask whether or not anyone 
wants to see more information in the handbook.  There will be a discussion on the 
proposed revised handbook at the next meeting. 

• Budget Update – Carol Bazinet reviewed proposed 2011-12 budget.  Discussion. 
 
Moved by Elaine Horner that the 2011-12 proposed budget be accepted as presented. 

Carried 
 

• FGM & Resolutions – Helen reviewed.  The resolutions will be voted on at the AGM.  
Discussion ensued on how much time boards spend on resolution review.   

• Directives for Action – Larry Tucker indicated there will likely be one coming from 
Golden Hills.  Apparently there is still some confusion as to what is a Directive for 
Action and what is a policy resolution.  Helen commented that any board can submit a 
Directive for Action at any time. 
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REPORTS             
 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher  
 

• Voting Process:  Should the ASBA represent school boards in tripartite talks?  There will 
not be a special general meeting where school boards would vote about whether the 
ASBA should represent school boards in talks with the ATA and the Alberta 
Government. 

• Advocacy flexibility with zones/boards – will be a discussion at next month’s zone 
meeting. 

• Cost/privacy concerns flagged for PASI – ASBA is still concerned about the costs 
associated with introducing the Provincial Approach to Student Information (PASI).  
ASBA is strongly recommending that board get legal advice before entering into PASI 
agreements, especially with regard to privacy standards. 

• The Board of Directors held its first videoconference on October 13.  The board made a 
commitment during last year’s budget discussions to use this technology more often as 
part of a cost saving initiative. 
 

ASBA Executive, Cheryl Smith 
 

• Jacquie Hansen sends her regards as she is attending a seminar today.  Also expressed 
sincere sympathies to Grand Prairie for the recent death of four of their students in a 
vehicle crash. 

• Looking for board views on whether we should remain members of CSBA.  Discussion 
ensued as to how this question has come about.  Scott MacCormack provided background 
information and explained how this decision was made.  David Anderson is still working 
to flesh out ASBA’s position.  Discussion continued with respect to the details of what 
happened in order to determine whether or not a withdrawal from CSBA is justified.  
That decision has been left with the Board of Directors.  Scott explained that the question 
of ‘are we getting value for the money expended’ has been asked.  Discussion.  Is the 
process valid?  ASBA indicated it has gotten to be very convoluted.  They’ll take a 
provincial look and keep that perspective.  The issue was really with CSBA and how it 
operates.  For the longest time, ASBA carried CSBA, and there was a lot of discussion 
about how is CSBA achieving what its mandate is.  Still part of CSBA until next March.  
The process is ongoing but it’s awkward to have this thrown in there.  The president has 
been meeting with their executive to determine if the issues are being addressed.  A 
question was asked if there was any way to withdraw the action and take this back to the 
board of directors – perhaps wait to hear from individual boards.  Scott responded that he 
didn’t think this is the way to go at this time as it pits zone against zone.  ASBA will 
review the process in light of the feedback received.  Anne-Marie suggested that if 
individual boards don’t have issues, then answer that way. 

• FGM fast approaching – encouraged all trustees to attend. 
• Pleased to hear that the new premier is returning $107 million to education.  Lots of 

positive things in Bill 18 and continuing to work with the government on that.   
• Hot News – Stop the Cuts Campaign didn’t seem to have the same impact this second 

time around. 
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Alberta Education, Randy Clarke 

• Superintendents were advised recently that the consultation sessions have been cancelled.  
The perspective of the new minister is that he is anxious to get out to visit boards as soon 
as possible.  If boards still want to have this type of a session, please let Alberta 
Education know and they will make arrangements. 

• School Act – hope to be introduced at the spring sitting.   

• Strategic Priorities – Curriculum Framework for Student Learning; Grade 1-6 focus 
(capacity-building opportunities for those with cognitive difficulties). 

• Locally developed courses – final report will be published in December.   

• English as a Second Language – Teaching Refugees with Limited Formal Schooling is a 
website that has been developed by Calgary Board of Education to support school staff in 
their work with students and families who are among the approximately 10 percent of 
immigrants with refugee backgrounds.  This content may be accessed at 
www.teachingrefugees.com.  This site was made possible by a grant from Alberta 
Education to Calgary Board of Education and the content can be accessed by school 
authorities across Alberta and beyond. 

• Action on Inclusion – Education is strengthening the focus on caring, respectful and safe 
learning environments as reflected in the proposed Education Act.  School authorities 
would be required to have policies in place that address this change, including policy on 
bullying. 
Question: What does bullying have to do with inclusion? 
Response: Understand that inclusion means every child is safe and welcome in every 

environment.  Randy noted that the focus of this strategy is to enhance 
community action, increase youth engagement and leadership, and support 
children, youth, parents and communities to prevent and respond to 
bullying (listed at the bottom of the report).  Carol indicated she 
understood that bullying happens everywhere and for no apparent reason. 

• Action on Teaching and Leadership – superintendents have now been given access to the 
updated Student Population Projection and Teacher Forecasting Model.  Trustees were 
encouraged to avail themselves of this information. 

• Action on FNMI Success – Three new FNMI PD consultants will be available to consult 
and provide Professional Development services with Regional Advisory groups, Teachers 
Conventions and Specialist Council events including jurisdictions, First Nation Schools 
and schools on Métis Settlements.  The Regional Consortia are working closely with their 
partners to coordinate and plan programs and events.  Ideally all partners seeking FNMI 
Professional Development services are expected to connect through their Regional 
Consortia office.   
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The 18th Annual “Knowing Our Spirits” conference will be held at the Ramada Hotel, 
Edmonton, November 23–25, 2011.  The conference features education, culture and 
contemporary issues related to First Nations, Métis and Inuit people. 

• High school completion website – very interactive and engaging.  More information is 
available on the High School Completion website at 
http://ideas.education.alberta.ca/hsc.aspx.  It provides a wealth of information for 
teachers and parents to support students before they get to high school, during the 
transition to high school and after they've arrived in high school.   

• Questions & Answers:  in addition to the questions and answers listed in the report, there 
is one last one re funding of $107 million and AISI funding.  The question will be out 
tomorrow re flexibility.  Cheryl asked if flexibility is going to be given to other areas 
besides AISI?  Randy responded that he didn’t think so. 

 
ASBALE, Marge Belcour on behalf of Linda Welman (absent) 
 

• ASBALE has been disbanded and there will be a meeting at the FGM.  New name is 
Second Language Caucus. 
 

Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• It was suggested that it might be good to have a level just beneath the ATA, ASBA – a 
committee/board of trustees from all the zones perhaps.  Discussion. 

 
Moved by Doug Gardner that Jerry Muelaner be appointed as the Zone 5 representative 
on the ASBA Trustee Advisory Committee.     Carried 
 
Advocacy, Sheila Taylor 
 

• Provided an update on the meeting she and Cathie Williams had and distributed notes.  
See it as being a source of communication tools (newsletter to MLAs).   

• Activities of the committee were reviewed.  
• Would like to send an introductory letter quite soon – no issues at this time. 
• Perhaps issue quarterly newsletters. 
• Thinking of a big event on a Friday in March somewhere in Calgary and during the day. 
• Themes – it appears that sustainable funding is already redundant as the premier has 

indicated that is a priority in her government.  Education Act could be point #4.  
Encouraged boards to discuss other possible themes. 

• Proposed budget - $3000.  Believe that is sufficient.  Cathie indicated they will be going 
to their boards to ask for some assistance in this area. 

 
**  Could have this as a discussion item for the December meeting.  Will determine whether 

to send an introductory letter at that meeting as well. 
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Health Initiatives, Mary Martin 
 
• Question at last meeting re regional teams – will be continuing these teams.  Next 

meeting is December 21.  Have started adding some PD.  Parents can participate in the 
regional teams.  Mary will send a communiqué to Rita to send to the reps. 

• National conference brochure – September 30-Oct 2, 2012. 
 
Edwin Parr, Marge Belcourt 
 

• Grateful to have Joy and Sylvia on the committee. 
 

Field Experience, Sheila Snowsell (absent) 
 
 
Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel (absent) 

 

Moved by Sheila Taylor that the reports be accepted as presented.                          Carried 
 
 
IN-CAMERA SESSION 
 

Moved by Marge Belcourt to go in-camera at 12:24 p.m.                      Carried 
 
Moved by   to come out of in-camera at 12:40 a.m.                   Carried 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Anne-Marie Boucher that the meeting be adjourned at 12:42 p.m.         

Carried 
 
 
 


