
 

 1

Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, November 6, 2009 

Greenwood Inn 
3515 – 26 St. N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Diana Froc     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Jennifer Avery     Rocky View Schools 
 Heather Welwood    ASBA 
 David Anderson    ASBA 
 Barb Rangen     Golden Hills School Division 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View Schools 
 Karen Kryczka    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies Public Schools 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land Regional Division 
 David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 
 Serafino Scarpino    Calgary Catholic 
 Pat Cochrane     Calgary Board of Education 
 Greg Bass     Rocky View Schools 
 Mike O’Brien     Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Vijay Domingo    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Karen Harries     Golden Hills School Division 
 Bob McKay     Golden Hills School Division 
 Bruce Pettigrew    Rocky View Schools 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Francois Godri    CSCFSA 
 
 
Call to Order 

 
Jay Lyons called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m.   
 
M.E.L.R.A. Awards:  Dr. Donna Smith, ASBA Consultant, introduced special guests: 
Jim Dueck, Alberta Education and MLAs Teresa Woo-Paw, Harry Chase, Janice Sarich; 
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Heather Welwood, ASBA President.  Mrs. Welwood welcomed all the guests and 
encouraged school jurisdictions to celebrate their achievements.  Dr. Smith gave a 
background to the Minister’s Education Leadership Recognition Awards which were 
awarded for Significant Improvement and Very High Achievement in a number of 
categories.  Dr. Smith continued with introducing Janice Sarich, MLA and Parliamentary 
Assistant to the Minister of Education who presented these awards to the School 
Divisions.  Mrs. Sarich assigned ‘homework’ for next year’s awards:  be able to name the 
7 categories that the awards recognize. 
 
The photographer was introduced:  Susan Warner of Susan Warner Photography 
 
Recessed at 10:30 a.m.  
Reconvened at 10:50 a.m. 
 
Mr. Lyons reviewed the discussions that the Executive Committee held following the last 
Zone 5 meeting. 

• The agenda format has changed – reports are now before Board sharing. 
• The amount recorded in the Advocacy budget is correct. 

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Rosemarie Goerlitz that the agenda be approved as submitted. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Joyce Bazant that the Minutes dated October 2, 2009 be approved as 
submitted. 

Carried 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
Correspondence 
 
REPORTS             
 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 

• Early Childhood Development Mapping Project – It is a 5-year project that will give 
Alberta school authorities, communities, and parents a comprehensive range of 
information on children’s development prior to kindergarten.  Mr. Woloshyn encouraged 
school districts not involved but want to be to contact Pat Chemerys, Senior Manager, 
Early Learning Branch at 780-638-3385 or pat.chemerys@gov.ab.ca 

• Success for FNMI Students – referred to FNMI Collaborative Framework Provincial 
Workshop Conference on January 28-30, 2010.  The Edmonton Regional learning 
consortium is coordinating the logistics and planning for the workshop. 
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• Curriculum Handbooks for Parents – this is an overview of studies for parents’ 
information.  The handbooks and summaries indicate changes in the curriculum for 
September 2009 and align with the provincial implementation of new programs of study. 

• Q & A’s –  
 
Q -  can boards submit a deficit?   
A –  as long as they have the reserves to cover it.   

Q -  Diploma exam schedule – minister is encouraging to end school year by June 25 - 
why?   

A –  The Minister wants boards to end as late in the year as possible.  School calendar 
is a local decision.  Can’t shed any light on the request to end June 25 but will 
find out.   

Comment - boards set calendars 2 years in advance and can’t adjust that easily.   
Response - boards have right to set calendars as they wish but don’t know the reason 

why the minister has suggested June 25. 

 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

Anne-Marie was unavailable however, she did submit a written report which was 
distributed. 

 

Moved by Jerry Muelaner to go in camera at 11:05 a.m.             Carried 

Moved by Doug Gardner to come out of in camera at 11:38 a.m.           Carried 
 
ASBA Executive Report, Heather Welwood 

• This report was made during the in-camera session. 
 
ASBALE, Jennifer Avery 

• Reported on the conference.    ABALE meeting is November 22. 

• Certification for language instruction is available at CBE & CSCCD (not sure they are 
open to other jurisdictions). 

 
Advocacy 

• No report 
 
CLL, Karen Harries 

• Reported on the meeting held October 5.  New president is Heather Hill, ATA from RVS.  
The new dean of education Dr. Dennis Samara and hope to formalize the relationship 
between U of C and school jurisdictions.  There was a summer institute July 3-5 and 
believe there would be credits offered to students (24 people registered), however, the 
university does not provide any funds for it.  Need to elect a vice-president and develop 
constitution or bylaws.  Carol Bazinet will take over representation on this committee. 
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Coalition for Healthy Schools, Mary Martin 

• Have been in contact with the chair of the committee; are looking at forming a more 
permanent structure.  They don’t know as yet if it will become more permanent.  Not sure 
if they will have another symposium this year, but if they do, it is very worthwhile 
attending.  She will keep the zone informed of any new information. 

 
Edwin Parr Committee, Sheila Snowsell 

• Nothing to report other than we will be booking the Greenwood Inn for May 20, 2010. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory 

• No report 
 
Labour Relations 

• No report 
 

Regional Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
• A meeting was held on October 7.  Jean Hoeft, Executive Director, provided a course 

schedule.  Next meeting will December 17.  Check out more information at 
www.crcpd.ab.ca 

 
Further to the question about the school year ending on June 25, Mr. Woloshyn advised that the 
minister referred to diploma exam schedule ending on June 25 not necessarily the school year 
calendar. 
 

Francois Godri moved the acceptance of the reports.             Carried 
 
Recessed at 12:02 p.m. for lunch. 
 
 
BOARD SHARING            
 
Rocky View Schools, Jennifer Avery 
 

• RVS is officially the 5th largest school division in the province. 
• Reviewing Electoral Boundaries. 
• Looking for two people for their newly established Audit Committee. 

 
Calgary Board of Education, Carol Bazinet 
 

• Samuel W. Shaw School is located within the south west community of Shawnessy in 
Calgary.  It opened in August 2009.  This spacious facility was designed for the learning 
needs of adolescents. Natural lighting streaming through many windows enhances the 
classrooms. Students will benefit from an integrated and innovative approach to 
curriculum. Technology will be embedded in the learning. Students will have access to a 
collection of print and digital resources, laptops, and SMART boards. A focus on inquiry-
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based learning invites engagement with imagination and supports students in becoming 
contributors to their world. A dominant feature of our school is the two-storey Learning 
Commons, a 21st Century concept of a library. The school has a unique classroom 
configuration in Pods with many break-out spaces for flexible groups to support student 
learning.  In addition to the Pods, relocatable classrooms will be adjoined to the building. 
 
All students are supported to achieve their potential. They are encouraged to believe in 
themselves and their learning community. Students are challenged to actively engage in 
their learning and think creatively. They are encouraged to demonstrate their learning 
creatively and with innovation.  

 
The new middle school will be an exemplar of inclusive public education and learning in 
the 21st Century. Active engagement of students in inquiry based learning and meeting 
the needs of all students through Universal Design for Learning is the focus. The 
foundation of the school is that learning has to be relevant, challenging, integrative and 
exploratory. The school promotes meaningful relationships and learning within the entire 
middle school community. The goal is to create an outstanding middle school that meets 
the needs of adolescents for today and in the future.  

 
Moved by Sheila Snowsell that the reports be accepted as shared.            Carried 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS            
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 1:30 p.m.  


