
 

 1

Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, October 1, 2010 

Coventry Hills Superstore 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance: 
 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 

Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land School Division 

Serafino Scarpini    Calgary Catholic 
John Blevins     Alberta Education 
David Woloshyn    Alberta Education 

 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
Carol Bazinet     Calgary Board of Education 

 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies 

Francois Godri    CSCFSA 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View Schools  

Harry Salm     Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Jacquie Hansen    ASBA 
 Heather Rogers    ASBA 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 
Call to Order 

 
Chair Jay Lyons called the meeting to order at 9:31 a.m.   

 
Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Francois Godri that the agenda be approved as submitted. 

               Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Carol Bazinet that the Minutes dated September 3, 2010 be approved as 
submitted. 

Carried 
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Correspondence 
Jay referred to the email from David Anderson re Tripartite Discussions asking for help 
from zones.  There will be 2 committees (1 urban and 1 rural) to address their unique 
areas of concerns.  ASBA would like nominations from zones:  RVSD nominated 
Colleen Munro.  Anna Marie indicated that ASBA would really like administration 
representation.  Jay indicated that this conversation will be deferred until ASBA reps 
arrive. 

 
 Business Arising from the Minutes 

None 
 
REPORTS             

 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• Terms of reference to guide the ASBA’s First Nations, Métis and Inuit task force. 

• ASBA is developing a working agreement with AUMA. 

• Criteria to be set for short-cut that allows Board of Directors to respond quickly to issues 
raised by individual boards/zones.  Pending the establishment of these criteria and 
standards, work on the draft communications guidelines has been tabled. 

• Final report:  Strategic Plan for 2009-12 – available on the ASBA website. 

• Different scenarios were discussed re the Tripartite Committee.  The whole Board of 
Directors will advise the Executive Director.  Details with how the structure would work 
were provided.  What are the people at the table going to work at?  The 3 principles 
agreed upon were: 

• Adequate funding 
• Better flexibility 
• Centre on student success 

 
Approximately 46 boards responded; 2 boards chose to send a letter saying they would 
not be responding; 14 boards did not respond. 
 
Jacquie Hansen advised that they have looked at everything.  Need to ensure that we have 
the right kind of voice at the table.  Can’t call this ‘negotiations’ as we have some very 
broad things to work through.  Read a letter from the Minister addressed to Heather 
Welwood.  Minister is not calling this ‘negotiations’ either.  He wants to find areas that 
we can all agree on and then move forward.  Will do our best to consult with boards 
without breaking confidentiality.   
 
Jay stated that we want to meet the October 12 deadline of nominating individuals for the 
rural and urban committees.  Individual boards should forward to ASBA the names of an 
administrator/trustee to serve on these committees.  Calgary Catholic nominated a trustee 
(not administrator).  Metros were advised that they could nominate either one (admin or 
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trustee).  Encouraged boards to look at both and send that into Scott McCormack by 
October 12. 
 
Anna Marie advised that there is no meeting in October (because of the election) so the 
next one will be November 4 & 5.  At that meeting we will need to re-elect a zone 
director (Anna Marie will let her name stand again).  Also need to know who the new 
Board rep will be following your organization meeting. 
 

ASBA Executive Report, Jacquie Hansen 

• Thanked Canadian Rockies for hosting the American delegation during the summer.   

• The Annual Report is online and is very user-friendly.  Will send out the “values 
statements”.   

• Heather Rogers (stepping in for David Anderson) advised of the New Trustee sessions 
which are being held in each zone (October 27 in Calgary).  She also advised of the legal 
newsletter which is available on the website; there will also be a video-conferencing 
session on October 15 (cost $150) outlining best practices in expulsion hearings for 
school board (Strathcona-Tweedsmuir case study).   

• Suzanne Lundrigan, ASBA Director of Communications, is following the election on 
Twitter (under New Alberta). 

 

Alberta Education, David Woloshyn 

• MELRA is being reviewed so no information available at this time.   

• Opportunity for Input on Inspiring Action of Education (see Director’s Report for 
details). 

• FNMI Services Upcoming Events and Conferences – Alberta Education is a partner at the 
17th Annual Knowing Our Spirits Conference being held on November 24-26, 2010 at the 
Ramada Hotel and Conference Centre, Edmonton.  This conference features education, 
culture and contemporary issues related to FNMI peoples, and offers an opportunity to 
engage our partners through networking and relationship building. 

• Implementation of Section 11.1 of the Alberta Human Rights Act  - Superintendents have 
been requested to provide their Zone Director with various information. 

• Reporting Class Size Information is still required.  While the grant remains, the 
distribution of funds for the class size initiative will change to a base per student grant 
allowing for a more strategic and flexible approach for local boards in their decision 
making, particularly in the area of Kindergarten to Grade 6. 

• “Raising Children” Web Site – encouraged trustees to visit the website 
www.programs.alberta.ca/RaisingChildren and let parents know this is available.  It’s a 
wonderful tool to help children raise their children. 

• Questions from the Field – in follow-up to last month’s question, French Immersion 
students can challenge a French language Arts course and French as a Second Language 
course. 
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ASBALE, Jennifer Avery (absent) 
 
Advocacy 
 

• Jay advised that this may become a more important committee for different reasons 
(tripartite discussions) 

 
Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities, Mary Martin 
 

• In the process of trying to organize a workshop. 
 

Edwin Parr Committee, Diana Froc (absent)  
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory 
 

• Jay encouraged the Zone to find representation for this advisory group.  He will be 
attending one more meeting this month.  The university is trying to determine how to 
address education concerns. 
 

Labour Relations 
 
Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel (absent) 
 
Drug Awareness Committee, Roy Goulet (Absent) 
 
 

Moved by Angie Warwick that the reports be accepted as presented.           Carried 
 
 

PRESENTATIONS           
 
ASBA Long Service Awards 
 
ASBA Vice-President, Jacquie Hansen, presented the long service awards for Zone 5: 
 

  9 Years – Doug Gardner (Foothills); Marge Belcourt (Calgary Catholic) 
12 Years – Paul Andrew & Ron Schreiber & Joanne Van Donzel (CRCSSD) 
18 Years -  Lois Burke McGaffney (Calgary Catholic) 
21 Years – Linda Wellman (Calgary Catholic) 
30 Years - John Neill (Prairie Land) 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
1. Financial Statement – needs one adjustment:  CSBA is the amount set aside for the zone 

chair to attend CSBA.  Reduce the reserves by $1000 should be $22,981.93. 
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Discussion re advocacy budget – there isn’t an amount right now but we need to decide what 
to do with the surplus.  Three suggestions: 

• This room costs approximately $800/year; RVSD would be prepared to let us use 
their facilities;  

• If this Zone is about networking, we should be prepared to subsidize mileage charges 
for 3 of our boards – approx $500/year; 

• Zone 5 secretary- typically it’s the Zone chair’s clerical staff that assumes this role.  
Perhaps not a great way to do business. 

 
Discussion.  Comments provided: 

• Prefer the Superstore location; also appreciate being able to meet in different 
jurisdictions.  Advocate either staying here or move it about.   

• Another benefit of meeting at RVSD would be the access to video-conferencing and 
other equipment.   

• Prairie Land trustees drive at least 2.5 hours.  It might also mean that another trustee 
from this division would be driving 4.5 hours.   

• Suggestion:  give boards an opportunity to have a say on changing the location.   
• Suggestion:  instead of going to each board in one year, perhaps stretch it out to 

within a 3-year period. 
 

 Carol Bazinet moved that the Zone relocate its meeting venue to RVSD on a 
permanent basis. 

 
 Jerry Muelaner moved to table this motion until reps have had an 

opportunity to confer with their respective boards.       
         Carried 
 

Is the zone prepared to pay mileage for the zone reps who travel a great distance to a central 
location (Prairie Land & Canadian Rockies)?  Could also be a portion of the mileage cost.  
Discussion.  Perhaps use a radius of 150 km. as some trustees in boards need to travel further 
(eg. Christ the Redeemer).   

 
  Angie Warwick moved that mileage be subsidized to zone 5 reps who travel 

beyond 200 km. (return) to a central meeting location at the ASBA mileage  
(currently $.49). 

          Carried 
 

Zone 5 secretary – the Executive Committee has suggested the Zone 5 secretary be ‘hired’ 
independent of the Zone Chair’s Board affiliation.  Discussion. 

 
  Carol Bazinet moved that the Zone 5 secretary be hired independently of the 

Zone Chair’s board affiliation and compensated up to $3000/year.  
        

          Carried 
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BOARD SHARING            
 

Golden Hills, Joyce Bazant 

• Have elections running in 3 out 5 wards. 

• Working on an education services agreement with Alberta Education; a very detailed 
agreement which will take a while to finalize. 

• Would like some discussion on the policies that are coming up at the AGM – re 
competency of bus drivers. 
 

CSCFSA, Francois Godri 

• All trustees have been acclaimed. 

• The amalgamation process is looking very positive. 
 

CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher  

• Have an election - all the candidates really want to be part of what is happening in the 
jurisdiction. 

• Have a project together with Calgary Family Services and CSCFSA to deal with 
mental/physical health.  Focusing on 2 of their schools with the greatest needs and 2 
Catholic schools.   

 
Prairie Land, Angie Warwick 

• Reviewed PLRD’s website and are in the process of looking at revamping it. 

• Superintendent has advised parents of Bill 44 relating to teaching controversial issues and 
human sexuality. 

• Reviewed the 2010-11 bussing routes and approved them – would like to hear more of 
Foothills’ elimination of ‘grandfathering’. 

• Enrolment is down about 36 students from last year.  
 
Rocky View Schools, Bev LaPeare 

• 6 of the 7 trustees have been acclaimed. 

• Have directed $1 million from reserves back out to the schools and have been able to add 
a bit more towards our technology needs. 

• Reviewing the trustee remuneration policy – trying to make it more equitable.  Not sure 
what the results will be. 

• Forecasting about 300 more students. 
 
Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 

• Annual run/walk event – had over 800 participants and earned over $21,000 which will 
go to the Kidney Foundation. 



 

 7

• Even with the increase in funding, still had to reduce 70 classroom positions. 

• Elections in 4 wards – 3 were acclaimed.  The District is having forums. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Carol Bazinet 
 

• Elections in 7/7 wards.   

• Had 6 new schools open this fall.  P3 project went well although there is still some issue 
as to outside users and who controls that. 

• Provided background to the CBE property – depends on the sale of the current property.  
It is a good, solid project and they are proceeding.  It’s been about 11 years from the 
beginning of the project to the time it will be completed (2011). 

 
Canadian Rockies, Sheila Snowsell 

• Only 1 trustee is acclaimed.  Jacquie added that, provincially, trusteeship went from a 
62% to 46% acclamation rate. 

 
Christ the Redeemer, Harry Salm 

• All wards have been acclaimed. 

• Went through a planning process in Brooks for a new school.  Will now need to meet 
with the province. 

• Just had their first Sports Recognition Awards. 
 

Foothills School Division, Jerry Muelaner 

• Elections will be held in 2 wards:   High River & Okotoks. 

• Have realized good growth numbers which was expected in Okotoks, however, the 
northwest end of the division has also increased significantly. 

• New Superintendent (Denise Rose) and Deputy Superintendent (Del Litke) are doing 
great things already. 

• Percy Pegler modernization project is going slowly; celebrated a sod-turning ceremony 
for the new Westmount School (P3 project) in Okotoks. 

 
Moved by Francois Godri that the reports be accepted as shared.           Carried 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 


