
Alberta	School	Boards	Association	–	Zone	5	
Friday,	October	4,	2013	

Rocky View Schools 
2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 

Calgary, AB 
 

In	Attendance:	
 
 Carol Bazinet (Chair)    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer (Vice-Chair)   Rocky View Schools 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division  
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Ed Brinkman     Prairie Land 
 David Anderson     ASBA 
 Jacquie Hansen     ASBA 
 Cheryl Smith     ASBA 
 Ron Taylor     Alberta Ed 
 Serafino Scarpino    Calgary Catholic 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division  
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    FrancoSud 
 Mary Martin     Calgary Catholic 
 Lois Burke-Gaffney    Calgary Catholic 
 Lynn Ferguson     Calgary Board of Education 
 Sheila Snowsell     Canadian Rockies 
 Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 
 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Carol Bazinet called the meeting to order at 9:38 a.m.  
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Sheila Taylor that the agenda for October 4, 2013 be approved as 
submitted.         Carried 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Ed Brinkman that the Minutes dated September 6, 2013, be approved as 
submitted.                          Carried 



 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes: 

 
• None 

 
Correspondence 
 

• None 
 

Chair Report (Carol Bazinet) 
 

• Financial Report – the financial statement has been closed off for the year with a deficit 
of $2857.74.  Deficits stretched over a period of time will take the reserves down a bit at 
a time (between 7-10 years).  Discussion.  Sylvia explained that we haven’t been 
spending as much as has been budgeted, hence, the reserves have been accumulating over 
the years. 

• Carol commented that this is her last meeting with ASBA Zone 5 as she is not seeking 
another term.  She thanked Rita Janzen for her work as secretary and Sylvia Eggerer as a 
most effective vice-chair.  Sylvia mentioned that we will need to look for another 
secretary as Rita has advised this will be her last year as the Zone 5 secretary. 

 
Call for Directives for Action 
 

• None 
 
 
REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease 
 

• Board appointed reps to committees – Cathie Williams will serve on the PDAC; Helen 
Clease is the rep on the Excellence in Teaching Awards selection committee. 

• Education Act regulatory review – ASBA will provide a written submission to the 
provincial task force charged with revising education regulations. 

• Looking at whether ASBA will move to face-to-face meetings or videoconference 
meetings. 

• Strategic Plan – The Board of Directors is looking for more school board advice re 
strategic plan. 

• Board self evaluations – encouraging boards to take advantage of this valuable tool.  
ASBA also has staff available to assist. 

• There will be a conference call this afternoon with Zone Chairs to discuss various roles. 
• Edmonton Public voted to add a student trustee to their board. 
• Helen thanked everyone who has decided not to return, including Carol, Jacquie, and 

Sheila. They have done incredible work for students in Alberta. 



 
ASBA Executive/Staff,  Jacquie Hansen/David Anderson 
 

• Kind of a sad day in that some trustees aren’t returning.  She will definitely miss all the 
action. 

• Has attended one Regulatory Review and it was “pretty good”.  A little disappointed at 
the number of public that were there.  Learned a lot about private and charter schools. A 
big part of the discussion was “do we really need a regulation for some of these issues?” 

• Task Force for Teaching Excellence – the people in the public are involved in this.  There 
are sessions going on already – looking at what an excellent teacher is in the classroom.  
Jacquie will be sending out an email letting trustees know about this so that boards can 
select their liaison for these sessions.  This will be wrapped up by the end of January 
2014. 

• Trustee Orientation – will be organized right away.  A list of the dates for these sessions 
was distributed. 

• CSBA Newsletter was distributed. 
• ASBA Voice – very productive and have struck a task force lead by Dave Price.  

Exploring ways in which we can be even more effective. 
• FGM – will have a banquet for our Edwin Parr winners and will also be presenting our 

other awards that evening as well.  It will be a night of celebration and will not impact the 
cost.  David added that there is an important session on Sunday afternoon for new 
trustees.  At the start of the business meeting on Monday morning there will be an 
important surprise for all trustees. 

• Long Service Awards – Jacquie presented – Marge Belcourt (12 years); Lois Burke-
Gaffney (21 years); Serafino Scarpino (9 years); Cathie Williams (9 years); Paul Andrew 
(9 years); Vijay Domingo (12 years); Dale Rolheiser (9 years); Ron Schreiber (18 years); 
Joanne VanDonzel (12 years); Doug Gardner (12 years); Jerry Muelaner (12 years).  
Special tribute to Linda Wellman for 24 years of service and Karen Harries for 27 years 
of service (accepted for Karen by Larry Tucker).  Sheila Snowsell is at 11.5 years – 
would have been 12 years in January.  Rockyview also has Don Thomas and Bev 
LaPeare (12 years). 

 
Alberta Education, Ron Taylor 
 

• Highlighted key ‘important dates’ – main one being the Regulatory Review in Calgary on 
October 8. 

• Cyberbullying concern has resulted in a course called Digital Citizenship. 
• Reorganization of Field Services – driven in large part by Inspiring Education.  Also 

have a Program Delivery Group in Field Services. 
• Ron responded to the question that was posed at the last meeting diploma exam rewrites. 
• He also spoke to the question re collaboration of 3 departments. 
• Carol encouraged reps to forward any documentation they wish their boards to know 

about. 
 



Coalition for Healthy Schools, Sheila Taylor 
 

• Mary Martin indicated that Sheila Taylor is taking the lead on this committee. 
• Sheila advised that ‘healthy schools’ is very broad and we may need to revisit the scope 

of this committee.  Dave Colburn has been instrumental in this charge but is stepping 
back now. 

• Aboriginal student health – organizing an initiative to improve the links we have with 
these communities.   

• ASBA is taking an enhanced responsibility in this role.   
 
Second Language Caucus, Linda Wellman 
 

• Organizing a workshop at the FGM; will be requesting Boards to send a representative 
and once registered, they will receive all the updates and information regarding second 
language learning. 

 
Moved by Joanne VanDonzel  to go into in-camera at 10:59 a.m. 
Moved by Anne-Marie Boucher to come out of in-camera at 11:23 a.m. 
 
Recessed at 11:23 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:40 a.m. 
 
Regulatory Review Survey 
 
Carol advised that this discussion on the topics that had been scheduled for review today will be 
withdrawn. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Sheila Snowsell that the meeting be adjourned at 11:43 a.m.          

Carried 


