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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, September 4, 2009 
Coventry Hills Superstore 

2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 
Calgary, AB 

 
In Attendance: 
 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 
 Don Thomas     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner    Foothills School Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Bruce Pettigrew    Rocky View Schools 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Heather Welwood    ASBA 
 David Anderson    ASBA 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Separate School District 
 Barb Rangen     Golden Hills School Division 
 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Joe Frank     Alberta Education 
 Lynn Ferguson    Calgary Board of Education 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View Schools 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies Public Schools 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Francois Godri    CSCFSA 
 Angie Warwick    Prairie Land Regional Division 
  
Call to Order 

 
Jay Lyons called the meeting to order at 9:37 a.m. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 
 Moved by Joyce Bazant that the agenda be approved as submitted. 

               Carried 
Approval of Minutes 
 
Calgary Board advised that the 3rd point under their report should read “360 students” not “160 
students”. 
 

Moved by Lynn Ferguson that the Minutes dated June 19, 2009 be approved as 
amended. 

Carried 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
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Correspondence 
 
Mr. Lyons advised of the information received with respect to the ASBA proposed policies.  
Mrs. Welwood clarified how the motion approval process works.  Want everything to be clear 
before the actual meeting occurs.  
 
 
BOARD SHARING            
 
Calgary Catholic, Rosemarie Goerlitz 

• Budget meeting concluded. 
• Good news - enjoying WorldSkills Competition 
• Starting the celebration for the district’s 125th  anniversary.   
• 2 new schools opened this year (Chestermere & Airdrie). 

Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 

• August 27 was opening day with the new Superintendent, Naomi Johnson.  First 
announcement made was David Stevenson as Deputy Chief Superintendent.  Lots of 
positive energy. 

• WorldSkills competition an exciting venture for the school systems 
• 3 new schools opened this year (Taradale, Panorama Hills, Samuel Shaw) 
• Some schools went back on August 17 (modified calendar); sent out notice to staff that 

they will be receiving 4.82% in accordance with Alberta Education’s directive. 
• H1N1 Resource Center online – great information. 
 

Canadian Rockies, Sheila Snowsell 

• School started Monday (31st) and no board meeting yet. 
• 2 new principals to community 

 

Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Enrolment up by an average of 5% (Okotoks 9%).  The board will be conducting a 
conference call meeting September 14 to discuss salaries and discrepancies. 

• Will be having a Board meeting September 14 to discuss salaries and discrepancies. 
 

Foothills, Jay Lyons 
• Westmount School (proposed P3 school in Okotoks) has gone through the planning 

process and site plan approved. 
• Budget discussed at first board meeting 
• Received Alberta Ed approval for 5 more modulars. 
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• Ratified Maintenance Association collective agreement for year ending August 31, 2012. 
• Enrolment up across the division. 
• New Assistant Superintendent – Stacey Meyer. 
• Opening ceremonies of WorldSkills was Olympic quality (Jerry Muelaner comment). 
• Alberta Education made a boundary adjustment whereby east of Macleod Trail is now 

CBE’s and the west side is FSD’s.  Created some confusion as the decision was made 
during the summer.  Discussion.  
Comment (Welwood) – this isn’t just going to be happening in Calgary; places are 
growing and it is a bigger question.  Need to look at the whole picture.  All issues need to 
be looked at when we review the governance issues (Grande Prairie & Edmonton also 
affected).  Believe what the Minister is doing is an interim measure and will have to 
come up with a definition.   
Comment (Lyons) – the Minister’s decision is clearly ad hoc.   
Comment (Munro) – believe that the County of Rocky View is voting on the CRPC re 
pods of high density housing in areas surrounding Calgary.  If this is the precedent, what 
happens to the ‘islands’ (pods) of high density areas?   
 

Golden Hills, Joyce Bazant 
 

• Organization meeting held already – Chair, Ron Kenworthy and Vice-chair, Joyce Bazant 
remaining the same.   

• Having a by-election in October as a result of 2 trustees resigning.  
• Working to revise the budget.  
• Policy committee is pursuing the effectiveness of reducing the number of wards/trustees. 

 
Comment – has there been community discussions re reducing the number of trustees on 
the board?  (Prairie Land is looking at reducing its board structure as well). 
Response – No, not yet.   

 
CRCSSD, Francois Godri 
 

• Have not taken a position on our budget as yet - are concerned with the process due to the 
late announcement of the changes of the funds allocated. 

• Cleaning up capital issues. 
• 2 capital projects continuing – have competed phase 2 in the elementary school.   
• Gratitude was extended to CRCSSD for sharing facilities in Canmore. 
 

CSSA, Anne- Marie Boucher 
 

• The steering committee for the possible merger with CRCSSD has been formed and have 
hired a coordinator for this process. 
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Prairie Land, Angie Warwick 

• First Board meeting was held last week and will have the organization meeting at the 
next meeting.  Also the first meeting with the new superintendent.  Reviewed annual 
work plan and the common calendar.  Set last 2 dates for engaging the community 
meetings.  Invited Vince Rodgers to make a presentation on pandemic planning.  Are 
having some difficulties in determining the scholarship awards in light of the budget 
cutbacks. 

Rocky View, Bruce Pettigrew 
 

• Have held one planning meeting thus far. 
• Continuing to grow (little over 2% across the division) 
• Budget concerns – looking for a bit of feedback from this group today.  Will go with 

4.82% and waiting to see if anything else is declared by Alberta Education.  The cutbacks 
may not have affected RVS as much as others due to their minimal reserves.  Not 
opening any new schools.  Maintenance projects over the summer went well. 

• September 25 the Canadian Student Leadership Conference in Canmore/Cochrane area.  
Has been 2 years of planning. 

 
Moved by Sheila Snowsell the reports be accepted as shared.             Carried 
 
 
REPORTS             
 
ASBA Director’s Report, Anne-Marie Boucher 

• Met on August 17 in Banff and Leadership on 18 & 19.  The main focus of the meeting 
was evaluation of the Executive Director & Board of Directors.  The orientation was very 
helpful.  Draft minutes of the meeting are on the website. 

• Encouraged trustees to contact her if they had any questions or issues they’d like to see 
brought forward to the Board of Directors.  

 
ASBA Executive Report, Heather Welwood 

• Welcomed everyone back and anticipate it’s going to be a busy year.  Thanked Anne- 
Marie and Helen for attending the Leadership Sessions. 

• Governance Survey – asked for where boards wanted to go with respect to governance.  
Good response.  Want a discussion on governance (what does is look like in a changing 
world?).  

• Thanked all for using the key messages.  Boards have done a tremendous job and makes 
ASBA’s life easier when all the messages are the same.  It makes it easier for 
governments to make decisions when they are hearing the same message. 

• David Anderson advised that there have been some changes on staff; Karen Munro left to 
work for Alberta Justice.  As well, Grace Cooke has gone (at the Department’s request) 
to assist in writing the School Act for one year.  We do have a fallback legal firm that 
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will assist in filling the voids on a temporary basis.  Re office space – the board will be 
discussing and making a decision at their next meeting.  2 options – stay or purchase a 
floor of the AUMA building.  The purchase would require an increase of 12% in 
membership fees (over the current budget).  Did negotiate a lower lease rate with the 
current landlord which is also good news (10 year lease - $20 for 5 years; $22 for next 5 
years).   

 

Angie Warwick moved that the meeting moved into in-camera with all present except  
Alberta Education personnel.                 Carried 
 

Moved by Anne- Marie Boucher moved to move out of in-camera.            Carried 

 

Recessed at 11:35 a.m. 

Reconvened at 11:55 a.m. 

 

Alberta Education, Joe Frank 

• Reviewed the dates of the meetings scheduled with the various zones. 

• Inspiring Education – reviewed the process and conversation highlights.  Oct 18-20 will 
culminate the conversations.   

• Capital planning – more modular classrooms have been approved.  Understand that the 
funding for the modulars approved is assured even in light of the cutback in funding this 
year.   

• Speak Out Alberta – this initiative was launched in November 2008 and students posted 
thousands of ideas online.  In Year 2, Speak Out will continue to engage student voices 
online and deliver forums around the province in October and November 2009 and 
February & March 2010.   

• H1N1 – the province’s health system is on alert and Albertans are asked to take 
precautions against the H1N1 influenza virus by helping to stop the spread of infection.  
Alberta Ed has developed a toolkit to address questions from students, parents, school-
based staff and jurisdiction administrators regarding the h1N1 virus.  This toolkit 
includes updates and information from Alberta Health Service and Alberta Health and 
Wellness.  

• Health Behaviour in School-aged Children – A representative from Queens University 
will be contacting school boards across Canada in September to request cooperation from 
selected schools to participate in the health Behaviour of School-aged Children (HBSC) 
Survey. 
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ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• A new executive was elected in June.  Jennifer Avery from Rocky View Schools is 
the new chair and Ken Shipka from Edmonton Public schools shares the vice-chair 
with Linda Wellman from Calgary Catholic schools.  ASBALE’s new strategic 
direction in promoting second languages education focuses on the promotion of 
teacher education. Due to a commitment from the Confucius Institute, it will be 
possible for ASBALE to make a $1000.00 scholarship available for a period of 5 
years, to a teacher preparing to enter the teaching profession in the area of second 
languages education..   

• The membership voted for a new direction in cooperation with ASBA and to 
communicate with David Anderson as to what that would look like. 

 
Comment (Welwood) – Evergreen is offering some second languages that wouldn’t 
ordinarily be there because of Chinese or Japanese governments providing half the salary 
for these teachers.  Have a contact person in Alberta Education that can provide 
additional information. 

 
Advocacy 
 

• No report 
 
CLL 
 

• No report  
 
Coalition for Healthy Schools 

• Will deal with representation at the organization meeting in October. 
 
Edwin Parr Committee 
 

• Because this is a March-May type of committee, trustees were encouraged to speak to 
other trustees who might want to be involved in that committee even though they aren’t 
representatives in the Zone 5 meetings. 

 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory 

• No report 
 
Labour Relations 
 

• No report 
 

Regional Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 
• Will have a meeting on October 7. 

 
Barb Rangen moved the acceptance of the reports.        Carried  
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NEW BUSINESS            
 
Nominations Committee 

• Looking for volunteers who would look for trustees to serve on the various committees.  
Will also accept nominations from the floor. 

• ASBA runs the meeting. 
• Joanne Van Donzel volunteered; Anne-Marie Boucher volunteered to assist. 
 

Report from August Banff Conference, Anne-Marie Boucher 
• Focus was on communication; trying to get ideas to communicate effectively with other 

boards.   
• Also discussed networking and advocacy.  How to do it better.  What do we want to see 

as a zone?  Comment (Jay) – that’s where he felt it would be good to develop a Zone 
work plan.  Comment (Helen) – zone-to-zone communication needs to improve and to 
share best practices amongst the zones.   

• Leadership Retreat is new as far as inviting zone chairs & alternates.  In the discussions, 
it came out that there are some ‘must do’ items that zones need to address. 
Comment (Heather) - What we’d like to see coming from Zones are things that will have 
an effect on a provincial level.  Come up with board-sharing items that affect school 
boards and provincially.  Would be helpful to have boards ‘do some homework’ and 
bring it back to the zone meeting.   
Comment - Need to ‘do something’ with the decisions that have been made.   
Comment - Perhaps boards bring up only 1 pertinent issue.   
Comment - One ASBA zone requests if there is a board that has anything 
significant/relevancy to other boards that they can share.  Not that all boards need to 
bring an issue to each meeting. 

 
Discussion around 2009-10 Meeting Formats 
 

• Suggestion – could be part of the organization meeting; come prepared to develop a 
meeting format.   

• Perhaps every board should come with ideas on how our meetings should be done. 
• Are there presentations/presenters we want to invite? 
• Dates of 2010 meetings:   

o January 8; February 5;  March 5; April 9;  May 20 (Edwin Parr); May 21;  June 
(?)  

o Bring up the structure for June and September meetings to the work planning 
discussion in October. 

o Will discuss venue at the October meeting; need to keep in mind ASBA video-
conferencing. 

 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting adjourned at 12:46 p.m.  


