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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, September 5, 2008 

Calgary Board of Education 
Coventry Hills Superstore, 2nd floor 

100 Country Village Road NE, Calgary, AB 
 

In Attendance 
 
 Robert St-Onge    Alberta Education 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic Board of Education 
 Jacquie Hansen    ASBA 
 Jay Lyons     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Lynn Ferguson    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sheila Snowsell    Canadian Rockies Regional Division 
 John Neill     Prairie Land Regional Division 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer School Division 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Colleen Munro    Rocky View Schools 
 Roy Goulet     CSCFSA 
 Don Thomas     Rocky View Schools 
   
Call to Order 

 
Don Thomas called the meeting to order.  Round table introductions were made. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 
 The agenda was approved as circulated. 
 
               Carried. 
 
Approval of Minutes 
 
 Moved by Helen Clease that the minutes of June 20, 2008 be approved as  
 read. 

Carried. 
 
Business Arising from the Minutes 
 
 There was no business arising from the minutes. 
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Correspondence 
 
 David Anderson has asked Zone Chairs for a number of presentations from 
 Alberta Education.  It was suggested that he do all the presentations on a 
 particular day with a number of different zones attending as they did with the 
 audit sessions.  As well, three one-half hour sessions are wanted to be held at our 
 own Zone meetings. 
 
 The Centennial Scholarship was distributed.  Our Zone will want to try to 
 promote this. 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
Calgary Catholic Board of Education, Rosemarie Goerlitz 
 

• Calgary Catholic School District staff members came together as a community at 
the Telus Convention Centre on August 28 to celebrate the 2008 District Opening 
Mass.  This yearly tradition provides District employees an important opportunity 
to gather together in one place and reaffirm our commitment to strive to 
understand our own personal faith, and to work with others to support the unique 
contribution Catholic education makes to the common good.  The event’s 
program began with a procession of banners from each of our schools.  Chief 
Superintendent Lucy Miller, as well as Board of Trustees Chair, Marge Belcourt, 
delivered greetings and Bishop Frederick Henry led the mass and prayers.  The 
Opening Mass marks the most important event of the District’s school year.  It 
was a special opportunity for everyone to join together in song and prayer, 
regardless of faith, to welcome new employees and celebrate the start of another 
successful school year. 

• We are currently planning dates to host sod turnings for our three P3 schools 
located in Evergreen, Cranston and Saddleridge.  We are hoping to hold these 
events within the various school communities in late September/early October, to 
follow the provincial official announcements and site sign unveilings. 

• We have not held a board meeting yet. 
 
Calgary Board of Education, Lynn Ferguson 
 

• Our new school year began on August 19, and for those schools following the 
traditional calendar, classes resumed on September 2nd. 

• Our first board meeting of the year will be held on September 9th. 
• On May 30th, we received written notice from the Calgary Board of Education 

Staff Association advising that the general support staff were commencing strike 
action on June 3, 2008, for a period of two days, ending June 5, 2008.  
Professional support staff and main body members were also off June 10 and 11.  
On June 23, the mediator issued written recommendations for settlement to which 
both parties agreed.  The collective agreement was ratified on June 25, 2008. 
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• Construction of our new Education Centre has begun.  The former Dr. Carl Safran 
School at 8th Street and 13th Avenue SW will be getting a facelift while preserving 
the original sandstone structure and much of the original interior wood.  During 
this first phase of construction, EllisDon will remove the gymnasium constructed 
in the 1940’s as an add-on to the original sandstone structure.  This will be the 
location for a three-story underground parkade that will accommodate 300 
vehicles.  A 10-story modern high rise will be connected to the existing sandstone 
building.  Expected completion will be in 2011.  In a few short years, the blend of 
old and new will be a spectacular sight for city residents.  Until then, the sights 
and sounds of ongoing construction are a welcome indication of things to come.  
Connaught School will hopefully hold all ESL staff. 

 
Comment: It is exciting to see all of that coming together.  What will you do with the  
  old site? 
Answer: No decision has been made on that yet.   
 
Comment: We will have an underground parkade and perhaps we will be able to rent  
  some of this out.  The completion on this will be in 2012. 
 
Canadian Rockies School Division, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• We have not met as a board yet. 
• We received our occupancy permit on August 28th for our new school in 

Canmore.  Now everyone is in and it is an exciting new school.  The location is 
on the same site as the old school. 

 
Christ the Redeemer, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• Our first board meeting will be held on September 27th. 
• Our enrolments are up by 1.5%. 
• We are restructuring our administration with a new superintendent and replacing 

several assistant superintendents. 
• Our schools started August 27th with some people not happy about this. 
• Our ESL enrolments are up in Brooks probably due to Lakeland’s hiring policies. 
• We have some busing issues happening in the rural areas with inexperienced 

drivers. 
 
Comment: We share your problems with busing. 
 
Foothills School Division, Jay Lyons 
 

• We opened on August 27th for all staff.  Brian Keating was our speaker.  Some of 
our teachers put together a video with children singing and commenting.  It was a 
great presentation.  This was done spontaneously and completely voluntary.  All 
the board attended but Jay.  It was a very bonding day and all were very touched.  
The maintenance staff was especially recommended. 
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• Doug and Jim met the Minister on P3’s.  Timing is a concern but the process 
seems to be good. 

• Our enrolments are slightly up, but Okotoks is up 5%. 
• October 8th will be our Red Deer Lake grand opening.  Both the Minister of 

Infrastructure and the Minister of Education will attend. 
• We had our first meeting with a lot of preparations. 

 
Comment: Regarding P3 community use – are there any caveats?  Also, can we rent  
  out any extra spaces? 
 
Answer: It is still not totally clear. 
 
A discussion ensued. 
 
Comment: Children’s Services announced some modulars were available for pre- 
  schools.  This also is still ambiguous.  Discussions are on-going and  
  consideration may be given to existing partnerships.  Guidelines are not  
  finalized. 
 
Comment: Announcements are to be made soon.  This is a priority item.  Children’s  
  Services are meeting with various school boards. 
 
Golden Hills School Division, Larry Maerz 
 
 No report. 
 
CSCFSA, Roy Goulet 
 

• We held meetings in both July and August on developments. 
• Enrolments are up 20%. 
• We have a meeting with school principals, vice principals and school councils in 

Cochrane next week entitled “Where Do We Plan Being in Ten Years”. 
• We were given 4 modulars and then they took 2 away.  We talked to the 

government and got nowhere.  Then we talked to Keray Henke.  Fortunately, they 
have now decided to give us the original 4.  Our MLA, Janis Tarchuk, has been 
very good.  Our school is still full before we start. 

 
Comment: Other boards still need many modulars as well. 
 
Comment: We should all send our numbers to Heather Welwood. 
 
CSSA, Anne-Marie Boucher 
 

• For this school year, our motto is “A New Beginning”.  
• We are very pleased with our new superintendent and we also have a new Deputy 

Superintendent. 
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• We moved our board office to Fisher Road across from Chinook Mall. 
• We have changed our International Baccalaureate focus to literacy. 
• Enrolment increases are happening.  We have not opened any new schools this 

year, but will be opening a building this fall. 
• Our start-up was very smooth. 
 

Prairie Land Regional Division, John Neill 
 

• We will be holding our first meeting on Tuesday. 
• We have had difficulty getting new teachers, especially principals.  We will be 

using some principals to manage two schools for a time. 
 
Comment: Staffing is becoming an interest for many boards.  We are wondering if  
  there are enough new teachers coming along. 
 
Comment: There is a shortage in certain specialists. 
 
Rocky View School Division, Helen Clease 
 

• We are now called “Rocky View Schools”.  We unveiled our new logo on August 
26th.  Our new motto is “Engage, Enrich, Empower”.  We worked with our 
stakeholders on this.  We also have a new mascot, Rocky the Raccoon, and we 
have our very first school council doing their own three year plan. 

• Our school start-up was uneventful.  Early indications show our enrolment up by 
2%. 

• We raised $30,000 at our first golf tournament. 
• We will be holding a number of Covey workshops. 
• Our new P3 school looks as if it will be at least four years coming in Langdon.  

We will have 22 portables on the site when it is opened. 
• Our board has held two planning meetings and one board meeting. 

 
Comment: Can you bus some of these children to other communities? 
Answer: We are already doing that, but growing communities are full of children. 
 
Comment: Child and Family Services are offering some courses and information in  
  John Neil’s area.  It may be “Parent Link” and the school should be  
  involved. 
 
Moved the reports were accepted as shared. 
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REPORTS 
 
A.S.B.A., Doug Gardner 
 

• In this year’s ASBA Strategic Plan, “Healthy Schools” was identified as a topic 
for further exploration with school boards.  At our SGB, the following policy was 
adopted:  “Emergent Issues – 3EM/SGMO8 – Task Force on Health and Learning 
in Schools:  be it resolved that ASBA urge the Government of Alberta to establish 
a high profile task force on health and learning in schools, with broad 
participation from groups involved in health and learning and with a mandate to 
develop a model policy for a comprehensive approach to health and learning in 
schools and school systems.   

• The Alberta Coalition for Healthy School Communities (ACHSC) is creating 
regional action teams across the province to support school health.  Two 
representatives are needed to represent Zone 5 at these regional meetings.  It is 
anticipated that these meetings will be held around the province beginning in 
early October and concluding by early December.  The zone reps would be 
required to report back to their Zones. 

• The ASBA Board of Directors gave their approval to a Charter Agreement 
between Alberta Education and ASBA.  The project – Trends, Innovations and 
Educational Scenarios (TIES) is an information sharing group structured to 
inform members about ideas that could impact the future of education, including 
research forecasts, new strategies, and analysis of existing promising practices.  
Alberta Education and ASBA are meeting on September 11th to finalize the 
agreement. 

• The Drug Awareness Committee received approval from the ASBA Board of 
Directors for their terms of reference proposal.  The purpose of the Drug 
Awareness Committee is to create a proactive stance against the misuse of drugs 
through education and community partnerships. 

 
Comments: Two reps are needed.  There may be some funding coming from the  
  province.  Will have David Anderson call Dave Colburn for clarification.   
  Trustees will bring this back to their boards.  Will send information out to  
  all trustees.  Information will be shaped towards Alberta Education and  
  ASBA which may eventually extend.  This is Stage 1.  A decision will be  
  made at the next board meeting. 
 
A.S.B.A., Jacquie Hansen 
 

• Private school funding will increase from 60% to 70%.  ASBA has advocated our 
disapproval.  ASBA called ASBOA and CASS to join them and have written a 
letter on this to the Minister.  The public system is in dire need of these funds.  
We ask you to keep talking about this. 

• Pat McKenzie has reviewed our labour situation and is talking to 40 different 
boards.  We need to start planning for where we will be in 2012. 

• We are working on an Educational Summit at the senior level. 
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• Heath and David are meeting with the Minister on Monday re making 
announcements and consulting with Albertans. 

 
Comment: ASCA – Independent Schools and Colleges, Alberta Schools and Colleges 
  Association, argues they are saving us money. 
 
Comment: There is also O&M money – public dollars going to maintain private  
  facilities. 
 
Comment: This was not an educational decision but a government decision.  3% of  
  Alberta students go to private schools.  This is a 21% increase per pupil.   
  They have to be held more accountable. 
 
Comment: The Educational Summit will take place in March or April.  A Board  
  Chair email should be coming soon. 
 
Comment: Heather will report in October.  It would be best if you got information in  
  to her as soon as possible. 
 
Alberta Education, Rob St-Onge 
 

• Michael Walter has been appointed Assistant Deputy Minister of Strategic 
Service Division effective August 5, 2008. 

• Linda Pelly was appointed as the Director of First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
Services Branch effective July 2, 2008. 

• A web-based Clearinghouse has been developed to assist school authorities in 
continuous system improvement.  It was piloted in seven jurisdictions in April 
and the response was favourable.  Enhancements are now being working on and 
access via Extranet should be available in October, 2008.  Intended users are 
superintendents, central office administrators and school based administrators.  
Information is organized into 1) Successful Practices in Alberta, 2) Research and 
Literature, 3) Links to Selected Alberta Initiative for School Improvement 
Synopses, and 4) Handbooks and Support Resources. 

• The successful consultant has been selected to support the work of the Setting the 
Direction for Special Education in Alberta project.  A Steering Committee has 
met twice and education stakeholder groups have been asked to select a 
representative to become a member of a Stakeholder Working Group.   

• Special Programs Branch will be holding fall orientation sessions for all ECS 
operators at Lethbridge (Sept. 9), Peace River (Sept. 17), Red Deer (Sept. 19), 
Edmonton (Sept. 23), and Calgary (Sept. 25). 

• The Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12 (Guide) will feature Alberta 
Education’s visual identity and will be in a two-column format that reduces the 
number of pages. 

• The K-12 Learning System Policy, regulations and Forms Manual (Policy 
Manual) is being discontinued to reduce duplication and update key ministry 
documents, without changing direction or requirements.  All schools and central 
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offices will receive a complementary copy of the new Guide following release in 
August. 

• Funding from Children and Youth with Complex Needs (CYCN) is being under-
utilized to date.  Cases for regional review are growing and further analysis needs 
to occur regarding the under-utilization of funds. 

• Alberta Education will be allocating $9 million to the Alberta Regional 
Professional Development Consortia (ARPDC) over the next three years to 
support school authorities with implementation of new and revised curriculum, as 
well as other strategic priorities.  The funding is intended to support professional 
development and capacity building in school jurisdictions throughout the 
province.  Allocation is determined by a distribution model taking into 
consideration regional uniqueness, population served and equity factors.  This 
funding is additional to the professional development conditional grants to the 
APRDC that are in place for Social Studies and other implementation grants that 
were in place prior to June 2008. 

• Over $9 million in new funding over the next three years will enhance services for 
students with vision loss.  Alberta Education will host the 2009 annual meeting 
for Canadian Association of Educational Resource Centres (CAER) for Alternate 
Format Materials on April 28-30, 2009.  K-12 education jurisdictions across 
Canada will attend, as well as some post secondary institutions from Nova Scotia 
and British Columbia. 

• Alberta Education is seeking proposals from school jurisdictions interested in 
researching innovative practices in the areas of leadership development for the 
effective use of technology and technology management in Alberta school 
jurisdictions. 

• The CTS program is currently being revised to offer relevant learning 
opportunities to inspire students’ interests and passions with connections to 
business, industry and post-secondary.  Jurisdictions will have flexibility in 
determining how best to allocate these funds at the local level.  The intent is to 
use these funds for equipment and tools, leases, insurance and 
deployment/maintenance; minor facility upgrades necessary for new equipment; 
and technical support and installation.   

• The Curriculum Handbooks for Parents, Curriculum Summaries and Curriculum 
Express for Parents have been developed to assist parents in participating in their 
child’s education.  They offer in-depth information about what students are 
expected to learn at each grade level. 

• The Implementation Schedule for Programs of Study and Related Activities 
(2008/2009) updated annually provides information on optional and provincial 
implementation dates and the proposed availability of learning and teaching 
resources, revised provincial assessments, distance learning materials and digital 
learning and teaching resources.  This is a long-term planning tool that 
communicates timelines for future developments and enhances planning 
opportunities for school authorities, assisting them in making decisions about 
resource allocations and developing and implementing professional development 
activities. 
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• The following program development is scheduled for 2008/2009: 1) validate 
junior high school levels of the nine-year language and culture programs and 
study (Chinese and Spanish), validate high school levels of the nine-year language 
and culture programs of study (Cree, Chinese, German, Spanish, Punjabi, 
Ukrainian), and the Italian Language and Culture 12-Year Program of Studies, 
develop a consultation draft of the three year Punjabi high school language and 
culture programs of study, initiate a review of Latin 10-20-30 and Blackfoot 10-
20-30 and initiate the validation of the Aboriginal Languages Template. 

• 23 teachers from Spain will teach Spanish in Calgary and Edmonton in 
International Spanish Academies and Spanish Language and Culture Programs.  
This is supported by the Government of Spain’s Ministry of Education, Social 
Policy and Sport, enhances the teaching and learning of Spanish language and 
culture, and the relationship between the governments of Spain and Alberta. 

• Revised Mathematics Programs of Study for Grades 10-12, English and French, 
are posted on the Alberta Education web site. 

 
Comment: Capital Planning has been moved to be a separate entity. 
 
Comment: Best wishes to all for a very good school year. 
 
Comment: The CRC will include funding for the Mathematics Curriculum. 
 
Comment: Seeing as there are 23 teachers coming from Spain, we would welcome  
  ideas on how we can recruit teachers for French. 
 
CLL, Larry Maerz 
 

• No report. 
 

Teacher Preparation, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• No report. 
 
Field Experiences Policy Advisory Committee, Roy Goulet 
 

• No report. 
 
Calgary Regional Planning Consortium, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• The contract with executive director was renewed.  The programs should be in the 
schools by now. 

 
Edwin Parr Committee 
 

• No report. 
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Labour Relations, John Neill 
 

• No report. 
 
ASBALE, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• No report. 
 
Professional Development 
 

• Will wait for a response from David Anderson. 
 
Advocacy, Joanne Van Donzel 
 

• This committee needs four additional committee members.  Mike Anuik from 
Calgary Catholic, Bruce Pettigrew from Rocky View Schools, and Diane from 
Foothills have offered to sit on this committee. 

• The committee suggests we have the Minister come in March.  However, the 
legislature goes back in October 14th.  After people are selected, they can come 
back with a date. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Preparations for Annual General Meeting of October 3, 2008 
 

• The Annual General Meeting will be held on October 3, 2008. 
• Doug Gardner agreed to handle nominations for Chair and Vice Chair.  Lynn 

Ferguson volunteered to be Chair.  Helen Clease volunteered to be Vice Chair 
• As well, Doug Gardner will check on the Advocacy and Edwin Parr committees. 
 

ASBA Centennial Scholarship 
 

• Please highlight the Centennial Scholarship. 
 
Financial Statement 
 

• The Financial Statement was amended to read: 
 Column 1 should read 2006-07 instead of 2007-08, 
 Column 2 should read 2007-08 instead of 2008-09, 
 Column 3 should read 2007-08 instead of 2008-09. 
 

Joanne Van Donzel moved to accept the Finance Statement as amended. 
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Audit Procedures 
 

• Will bring forward to next meeting. 
• Don Thomas will check if the books are included in Rocky View Schools audit. 

 
Report from August Banff Conference 
 

• Don Thomas reported that he attended the ASBA Leadership Conference in Banff  
as Zone Chair on August 20-22 which featured Dickson Wood as facilitator and 
dealt with discussions of the goals of ASBA, how those goals can be defined, and 
how trustees and boards can ‘buy in’ to make ASBA more effective.  Zone 
Directors and Executive also had a special session on methods of taking messages 
to the media and media relations which was reported to be excellent.  The 
sessions with Dickson Wood produced many suggestions from various groups for 
better methods of communication, strategies to enhance value to trustees and 
boards, better ways to use the time at the spring and fall conferences, and ways 
zones might be able to work together better.  This conference has great value for 
trustees and was quite stimulating.  Zone 6 and Zone 4 are willing to show us how 
their particular zones function and would be willing to consider coming to one of 
our meetings to observe.  Perhaps our zone could attend one of their meetings 
either in Lethbridge (Zone 7) or Red Deer (Zone 4). 

 
PRESENTATION 
 
A presentation was given by Monica Geisler on “Career and Technology Studies 
Initiative”.  Please see attachment. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was declared adjourned. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  


