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Alberta	School	Boards	Association	–	Zone	5	
Friday,	September	6,	2013	

Rocky View Schools 
2651 Chinook Winds Drive 

Airdrie, AB 
 

In	Attendance:	
 
 Carol Bazinet (Chair)    Calgary Board of Education 
 Sylvia Eggerer (Vice-Chair)   Rocky View Schools 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division  
 David Anderson     ASBA 
 Jacquie Hansen     ASBA 
 Ed Brinkman     Prairie Land 
 Sharon Rhodes     Alberta Ed 
 Ron Taylor     Alberta Ed 
 Pam Halverson     Alberta Ed 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division  
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer Catholic 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    Southern Francophone Public 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Lynn Ferguson     Calgary Board of Education 
 Sheila Snowsell     Canadian Rockies 
 Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 
 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Carol Bazinet called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m.  Introductions.    
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Bev LaPeare that the agenda for September 6, 2013 be approved as 
submitted.        Carried 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Ed Brinkman that the Minutes dated May 17, 2013, be approved as 
submitted.                         Carried 
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Business Arising from the Minutes: 

 
• None 

 
Correspondence 
 

• None 
 

Chair Report (Carol Bazinet) 
 

• Vice-Chair Eggerer and Chair Bazinet attended the ASBA Leadership Conference – very 
worthwhile conference.  Most Zone chairs were also in attendance.  Thanked ASBA for 
organizing this event. 

• Next month is the Zone’s AGM - looking for someone to serve on the nomination 
committee.  No volunteers stepped forward at this point.  Question:  Would it make more 
sense to have the AGM after the election?  Anne-Marie Boucher responded that this was 
discussed at the Executive meeting, however, seeing as the November date is so soon 
following the election, perhaps boards wouldn’t be organized enough to send reps to the 
Zone 5 meeting at that time.  Jacquie Hansen added that this is something that is faced 
every election year.  Carol advised that we also need to vote for an ASBA Rep on the 
ASBA Board of Directors. 
 

Vice-Chair Report (Sylvia Eggerer) 
 

• Had hoped to have the financial statements available, however, when the information was 
reviewed, it was evident that some adjustments needed to be made.  She and Carol will be 
going over the statements following this meeting and will send out the financial 
statements as soon as this is completed. 

• There is a final copy of the Handbook available, although there were a few minor errors 
in the document.  Referred to the last statement that will need to be amended.  If changes 
to the bylaws need to be made, it needs to be brought forward to our meeting which 
means if trustees want a change to the bylaws, then we would need to have them 25 days 
before the AGM.  Carol added that the Handbook and Financials are on the Zone’s 
website. 

 
Call for Directives for Action 
 

• None 
 
BOARD SHARING 
 
Southern Francophone Boards (Anne-Marie Boucher) 

 
• Anne-Marie advised that the two boards are now officially amalgamated into one board.  

This happened at the end of the summer.  Have a joint administration organization, a 
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combined board, and a new name Conseil scolaire FrancoSud.  She elaborated on the 
opening festivities.  There are 3 public and 3 catholic trustees on the board which is not 
proportional to the population.  For this to work, it had to be equal representation.  Carol 
extended huge congratulations for the success in making this happen.  It’s been a long 
process.  This will also mean that we will have one less representative on Zone 5. 

 
Christ the Redeemer Catholic (Joanne Van Donzel) 
 

• Both schools in High River have been impacted by the flood of June 20.  Foothills School 
Division has offered space in their middle school for the grades 11 & 12.  The portables 
haven’t arrived yet but are working to keep the kids in the community.  Are also utilizing 
the Memorial Centre for the elementary students.  Hoping that by the middle of 
September or beginning of October that everyone will be in a portable.  Collaboration 
between the Public and Catholic superintendents has been great.  There are a lot of 
students’ families not even living in the community as yet because their homes aren’t 
habitable as yet.   
 

Foothills School Division (Doug Gardner) 
 

• Doug Gardner also commended the administration for working to make this happen.  
School opening went extremely smoothly.  He described the events of the day and the 
amazing help from all the volunteers. 

 
Rocky View Schools (Helen Clease) 
 

• Advised of the events that occurred at Banded Peaks School because of the flood.  Lots of 
devastation still in the hamlet of Bragg Creek. 

 
Calgary Catholic (Rosemarie Goerlitz) 
 

• Three schools were affected by the flood.  Lots of very heartfelt stories came out of this. 
 
Calgary Board of Education (Sheila Taylor) 
 

• Elbow Park School still not ready for occupation.  The students have been disbursed to 
other venues and are hoping the portables will be ready for them by the beginning of 
October.  Carol added that both school boards have been working together and ensuring 
that our kids are looked after. 

 
Canadian Rockies (Sheila Snowsell) 
 

• Felt helpless to watch the devastation as Banff was cut off from Canmore and Exshaw 
and weren’t able to help at the time. 
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Golden Hills (Larry Tucker) 
 

• Siksika Nation was severely affected by the flood and they have a number of First 
Nations students coming to their schools.  There are people in Strathmore who have 
opened their homes to many of the Siksika families.   

 
FrancoSud (Anne-Marie Boucher) 
 

• No schools directly impacted by the flood. 
 
Prairie Land (Ed Brinkman) 
 
Rocky View Schools (Bev LaPeare) 
 

• In the process of hiring a new superintendent. 
 

 
REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease 
 

• Three new board members were installed (via teleconference). 
• Whisleblower Act - Due to all boards requiring policy, ASBA is to develop generic legal 

advice for school boards.   Concern was raised for the need for a monitoring mechanism 
in the event that a member of senior executive was involved (Superintendent or Secretary 
Treasurer) 

• Board and CEO evaluations – working with Terry Gunderson to complete the evaluations 
for CEO and board. 

• The Board reviewed challenges and successes over the last year and identified areas of 
focus for the next year.  Helen shared some of the accomplishments that resulted over the 
year.  Hats off to the executive, staff and boards in this province - they should be proud of 
this work. 

• ASBA is encouraging stakeholders to give input and get involved in the Education 
Regulatory Review.  Boards are also encouraged to complete the survey on the ASBA 
Task Force on Governance. 

• ASBA Board and Alberta Ed staff will be meeting to discuss high school credentialing.  
ASBA Board of Directors will consider how best to engage trustees in discussing high 
school credentials and provide input to the Review Committee.  Happy to put views and 
opinions forward. 

• Will be formulating a plan to get zones more involved because we are a member-driven 
organization.   

• Leadership Academy on August 22-23 – 3 great sessions offered presented by Jim 
Beaubien, Karen Caesar, Jim Gibbons and Leroy Sloan.  Somewhat disappointed that the 
Academy will not be offered next year due to budget restraints. 
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• Helen thanked Zone 5 for the opportunity to serve as its rep on the Board of Directors 
and would be willing to let her name stand for another term. 

 
ASBA Executive/Staff,  Jacquie Hansen/David Anderson 
 

• Thanked Helen Clease and Lynn Ferguson for their service on the Board of Directors. 
• Regulatory Review – David and Jacquie sit on the committee as stakeholders.  

Encouraged boards to get our public interested and involved in providing their input.  All 
boards need to review the regulations. 

• Francophone boards amalgamation – sorry she was not able to attend the celebrations.  
Also believes that the government took too much credit for this initiative.  The lion’s 
share of this work was done by the Franco boards – they made it happen and deserve all 
the credit. 

• Making ASBA Stronger – how should governance work?  There appears to be an appetite 
to strengthen the ASBA at the provincial level.  Deadline is September 15 for both 
surveys. 

• Comfort letter re settlement with ATA – did receive such signed by the Minister (but not 
the Premier as had hoped).  There is no guarantee of funding.  Will mention this 
disappointment with the Minister at their next meeting.  The letter will go to the Board of 
Directors and will also make it available to all boards. 

• Northlands School Division – will be sending a letter to the Minister expressing 
disappointment that they will not be having an election as in the rest of the province.  
Believe they should be locally elected like the rest of us.  They’ve been without an 
elected board for 4 years. 

• Sensory Syndrome – this is the first time that legislation is ‘being wrapped around’ one 
type of syndrome.  While ASBA thinks this is interesting, it is very narrow legislation 
and ASBA will speak to a more wholistic view. 

• Thanked all trustees for their great work even though the last few years have been 
particularly tough.   

 
Alberta Education, Pam Halverson 
 

• Reorganizing within Field Services – now have a branch for the north; have a greater 
middle branch, a metro branch, a central branch, and a south branch.  Will be working 
collaboratively.  Goal is to follow the directives and to work more deeply with Boards 
and how to share it across the province.  Ron Taylor added that they are not changing the 
zone structure, but want to improve their service to the school divisions.  Hope to 
reinforce partnerships that have developed in cross-zones.  Will send a list of ‘who’s 
who’ in Alberta Education (who the contact people are). 

• Ron introduced Sharon Rhodes was has been seconded from Rocky View Schools to 
work with Alberta Education.   

• Ron asked reps to extend Alberta Ed’s appreciation to their boards for the collaborative 
work that boards and administration have done during the devastating flood days.  Kudos 
(from Doug Gardner) to the government for their quick action re diploma exams, 
portables, etc. 
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• Jacquie’s question re Diploma Exams – a student (Grand Prairie) walked away from a 
‘rewrite’ exam because there were no computers and was handed a pencil to complete the 
exam.  Hope this is just an isolated example.  Ron will take this to the appropriate 
authority. 

• Discussion re partnerships and multi-use schools. 
 
Recessed at 11:24 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:39 a.m. 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
ALBERTA EDUCATION REGULATORY REVIEW – Christine Cusanelli, MLA & Jim 
Gibbons, ASBA 
 

• Advised of the list of regulatory review members and the role of the committee.   
• Feedback from stakeholders extremely important. 
• Consultation process involves a survey on website.   
• Issues of timeline – are they realistic in light of the fact that the working groups didn’t 

meet during the summer?  Need to have a deadline in order to realize the timeline set of 
2015. 

• Broad consultations in October – October 8 in Calgary (afternoon & evening). 
• Targeted consultations to conclude in October.  This would be topics of interest to 

specific stakeholder groups with various approaches. 
• Informal stakeholder discussions ongoing to August 2014. 
• Public Registry (November 2013 to March 2014).  This is a requirement for government 

regulatory review processes.  Can access online. 
• Contact:  Christine Cusanelli – Calgary.Currie@assembly.ab.ca  Jim Gibbons:  

Jim.Gibbons.Consulting@gmail.com 
 
Carol thanked Christine and Jim for their presentation. 
 
Policy Review 
 

• 5.1 Disposition of Reports – (deferred to next meeting) 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Sheila Taylor that the meeting be adjourned at 12:25 p.m.         Carried 
 


