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Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
Friday, September 7, 2012 
Coventry Hills Superstore 

2nd Floor, 100 Country Village Road N.E. 
Calgary, AB 

 
In Attendance: 
 
 Carol Bazinet (Chair)    Calgary Board of Education 
 Helen Clease     Rocky View Schools 
 Sylvia Eggerer     Rocky View Schools 
 Anne-Marie Boucher    CSSA 
 Jerry Muelaner     Foothills School Division 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division 
 Randy Clarke     Alberta Education 
 Cheryl Smith     ASBA 
 Jacquie Hansen     ASBA 
 Joanne Van Donzel    Christ the Redeemer 
 Sheila Snowsell     Canadian Rockies 
 Elaine Horner     Prairie Land 
 Rosemarie Goerlitz    Calgary Catholic 
 Serafino Scarpino    Calgary Catholic 
 Larry Tucker      Golden Hills School Division 
 Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
 Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 
 Sylvie Roth     CSCFSA 
 Sheila Taylor     Calgary Board of Education 
 
 
Call to Order 
 

Chair Carol Bazinet called the meeting to order at 9:40 a.m.  Introductions. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Sylvia Eggerer that the agenda for September 7, 2012 be approved. 
Carried 

 
Approval of Minutes 
 

Moved by Joanne Van Donzel that the Minutes dated May 18, 2012, be approved as 
submitted.                   Carried 
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Business Arising from the Minutes: 
 

• None 
 
Correspondence 
 

• None 
 
Chair Report (Carol Bazinet) 

 
• Attended ASBA Leadership Retreat in mid-August - valuable time with great speakers. 

Carol will make sure that everyone is aware of it for next year. 
• Handbook Update – still waiting for ASBA Legal’s response. 
• Financial Report – on its way and will arrive some time this morning.  Will try to get a 

proposed 2012-13 budget out to everyone before the next meeting. 
• Next month is the Zone AGM.  Helen Clease and Sheila Snowsell volunteered to serve 

on the Nomination Committee.  Carol encouraged people to go through the list of 
committee opportunities and consider participating on one of them. 

• Zone 5 will be at this facility (Superstore) again next month.  Sylvia suggested that we 
have an alternate place available for the November meeting in case Rocky View is still 
not available.   

• Chair of Zone 4, Cheri Neitz and Carol talked about doing a joint meeting together 
perhaps at the Olds College and possibly in June.  Discussion.  General consensus was to 
proceed with planning this joint meeting. 
 

Directives for Action 
 

• None. 
    
REPORTS 
 
ASBA Zone Director, Helen Clease 
 

• Diana Froc attended the June 14 meeting via teleconference on her behalf because Helen 
was unable to attend. 

• Board of Director’s meeting was held on August 21-22. 
• Undertook the evaluation of the Director. 
• Leadership Academy.  Recommended books:  The Advantage (Lencioni); Six Thinking 

Hats (Bono) 
• Next Board of Directors meeting is next week. 
• Student Health Conference is coming up very soon - a great event at the end of this 

month. 
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ASBA Executive, Jacquie Hansen 
 

• Attempted to be as pro-active as possible in reporting to boards re tripartite discussions.   
• She has been acclaimed as Vice-President of CSBA.  Hopes to be able to assist the 

President in reviewing the strategic plan and helping to revitalize CSBA. 
• Mary Stengler was recognized for 18 years of service.  Encouraged boards to submit their 

trustees’ long service applications. 
• The Premier’s Award – please consider submitting your Board’s initiatives. 
• Looking forward to a good strong year together as a Board of Directors.  Worked on a 

Board self-evaluation and will send out a ‘highlight’ of the results.   
• The Student Health Conference – September 30-October 2.  Great speakers in a beautiful 

place – please consider sending representation.  It’s such a big topic and ASBA is hoping 
it doesn’t keep boards from attending.   

• Social Policy Network – encouraged trustees to go online and read the report. 
• Question:  ASBA AGM in November – is it possible to get a larger block of rooms at the 

Westin?   They seem to fill up quickly.  Jacquie will check into this. 
 
Alberta Education, Randy Clarke 
 

• Ministry is appreciative of the boards accommodating the summer visits.   
• Excited about the new Minister’s passion for the key elements of education:  “Path to 

Action”.  Talking about inclusion, FNMI success, research, legislation.  Need to find the 
opportunity to move along that road.   

• RBB (results-based budgeting).  Looking closely at whether the funding is getting close 
to the desired ends.   

• September 12 – Regional Collaborative Service Delivery Model provincial meeting in 
Edmonton - ASBA will be participating.  November 1 – Zone 5 Alberta Ed consultation 
session in Calgary. 

• Inclusion – The Raising Children website (www.raisingchildren.alberta.ca) is a one-stop 
source of information for parents of early learning and kindergarten-aged children.  The 
Journey to Inclusion vignette series is now live on YouTube under the Alberta Education 
Channel.   

• Collaborative Practices and Partnerships – Alberta Education, the Alberta School Boards 
Association, the Alberta School Councils’ Association, the College of Alberta School 
Superintendents and the Alberta Teachers’ Association have formed the Collaborative 
Practices and Partnership Team.  The goal is to develop resources to help stakeholders 
build sustainable partnerships for Alberta’s inclusive education system.   

• Bullying Prevention Strategies – The Alberta government is taking a leadership role in 
bullying prevention and in delivering the message that bullying is not acceptable. 
Through the joint efforts of Education and Human Services, under the Bullying 
Prevention Strategy, three websites and a 24-hour helpline have been developed with 
resources available to help children, youth and adults learn about and deal with bullying 
issues.  
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• Individualized Program Plan – In the fall of 2012, stakeholders will be asked for their 
perspectives about the essential information/components that are included in Individual 
Program Plans (IPPs) as per the Standards for Special Education, Amended June 2004. 

 
The review will take place during 2012/2013 and will be led by the Inclusive Learning 
Supports Branch.  Both internal and external stakeholders will be involved in this 
process.  Once completed, the information from the online review process will be 
compiled and recommendations for future direction related to the components of IPPs in 
Alberta will be made.  School jurisdictions will be notified when the online review 
document is available on the ministry website. 

• Special Education Codes – Discussion:  what happens to children who don’t fall 
specifically into a ‘code’?  Should a board go to all the work of ‘coding’ a student when, 
in the end, it doesn’t really matter?  Randy responded that he will go back and determine 
why we continue to need the codes.   
 
Is there an ability to make a case for a ‘top-up’ in funding?  What can we do to make sure 
that someone is looking at the “grey areas”?  Carol concluded that this topic appears to be 
an area of great interest.  Perhaps we need to spend more time on this at a future meeting. 

• Assessment & Diagnosis – with the implementation of the new equity of opportunity and 
inclusive education funding model, school jurisdictions are no longer required to conduct 
formal, specialized, diagnostic assessments every three years.   

• FNMI Cultural Awareness Workshop – November 27 in Calgary for Zone 5. 
• Student Population Projections – An updated Student Population Projection and Teacher 

Forecasting Model was recently distributed to superintendents, education stakeholder 
organizations and deans of education in post-secondary institutions. The model is 
designed to enable school authorities to make informed hiring decisions by anticipating 
local student populations and teacher demand. 

• Northern Student Teacher Bursary Program - The Northern Student Teacher Bursary 
program provides an opportunity for northern school authorities to consider newly 
graduated teachers with high demand subject areas for employment. 

• SuperNet – increase in funding from $700/mo/site to $800/mo/site. 
 

Discussion:  re flexibility with diploma exams so that they are not all on the same date.  
Randy responded that it’s work in progress.   
 

Recess at 11:09 a.m. 
Reconvened at 11:21 a.m. 

 
 
Second Language Caucus, Linda Wellman (absent) 
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Advocacy (Networking Group), Sylvia Eggerer, Cathie Williams, Doug Gardner/Diana 
Froc 
 

• A committee meeting was held and Cathie Williams is the Chair.  This committee is now 
called a “Networking Group”.  Cathie is working on some highlights to publish.  Calgary 
Catholic is printing the first brochure.  Need to start celebrating different things that are 
happening in education in the province.  Also looking for suggestions.  Want to keep it 
more general rather than jurisdiction-specific.  Zone reps will receive a copy before it is 
sent out.  Have not used any of the budget thus far.  Zone reps supported the committee’s 
direction. 

• Suggestion:  perhaps do up a binder that can be passed on to the next committee.  Helps 
with continuity and history. 

 
Coalition for Healthy Schools, Mary Martin (absent) 
 
 
Edwin Parr, Sylvia Eggerer 
 

• Sylvia suggested that at the next meeting, new ideas for this special evening be shared. 
 
Field Experience, Sheila Snowsell 
 

• Received an email stating that meetings will start again.  Not sure about how much 
ASBA can offer this committee – need to re-evaluate our participation.  It’s about the 
actual field experience part of the teaching aspect.  Perhaps we need to talk to U of C and 
see if there are other committees that would be more beneficial for ASBA to be involved 
in. 
 

Labour Relations, Jerry Muelaner 
 

• Nothing new to report.  Will discuss more during the in-camera session.  Jacquie reported 
that Edmonton Catholic has served strike notice. 
 

Regional Consortium, Joanne van Donzel  
 

• The new program is out to schools. 
• Reorganization was discussed at the last meeting.  It was felt that certain programs need 

to be centralized out of Edmonton. 

 
 
IN-CAMERA SESSION 
 

Moved by Sheila Snowsell to go in-camera at 11:46 a.m.   Carried 
 

Moved by Sheila Taylor to come out of in-camera at  12:07 p.m.  Carried 
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Financial Statement 
 

• Carol reviewed the financial statement for the period ending August 31, 2012.  Will 
review in more detail at the next meeting along with the proposed budget for 2012-13. 

 
 
PRESENTATION 
 
CORE:  Digital Resources to Increase Student Success 
 
Carol introduced Brant Parker, Director of Innovation & Learning Technologies, from the CBE 
who will be talking about CORE (Collaborative Online Resource Environment) – a gateway to 
high quality resources..  This initiative is a collaboration of 5 boards including Alberta 
Education, Calgary Board of Education, Canadian Rockies, Rocky View, Golden Hills, and 
Calgary Catholic.  It is a a multi-jurisdictional digital resource initiative and is receiving 
considerable financial support for this initiative.  Mr. Parker offered a video presentation.  
Michael Fullan’s book Stratosphere was an inspiration for this initiative.  CORE project site -  
http://www.albertacore.net.  Mr. Parker cautioned boards to remember that this is a work in 
progress and there will be glitches.  Questions & discussion. 
 
Carol thanked Mr. Parker for this insightful presentation. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
 Moved by Jerry Muelaner that the meeting be adjourned at 1:03 p.m.         Carried 


