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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
• September 9, 2014 – Workshop for Schools Implementing Moving Forward with High School Redesign, 

Edmonton 
• September 11, 2014 – Workshop for Schools Implementing Moving Forward with High School Redesign, 

Calgary 
• September 15, 2014 – Procurement Workshop 
• September 29 to October 10, 2014 – Student Learning Assessments Administration 
• October 1, 2014 – Release of the Accountability Pillar Results 
• November 30, 2014 – Posting of Three-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports  
 
 

Curriculum 
 
Kindergarten to Grade 12 Curriculum Implementation for the 2014/2015 School Year 
Existing provincial programs of study are still in effect.  Updates to current programs of study for the 
2014/2015 school year include: 
• (draft) Career and Technology Foundations:  Grades 5–9 (provincial implementation scheduled for 

September 2015, www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/ctf.aspx); 
• Career and Technology Studies:  Grades 10–12;  

www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/cts/program-of-studies.aspx;  
• Mathematics:  Kindergarten to Grade 9 www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/math.aspx; and  
• Science:  Grades 7–12 www.ducation.alberta.ca/teachers/program/science/programs.aspx. 
 
More information and the list of Provincially Authorized Senior High School Courses and Course Codes, 
2014/2015, is available on Alberta Education’s website at www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/curric-
implementation.aspx. 
 
Alberta Education Prepares for Next Steps in Curriculum Development Prototyping 
Curriculum Development Prototyping provides publicly funded school authorities, and other educational 
partners, with the opportunity to contribute to the development of future provincial curriculum.  
 
The ministry’s prototyping partners have completed an initial draft Kindergarten to Grade 12 (K–12) Scope and 
Sequence for each of six subject/discipline areas (Arts Education, Language Arts - English/French Language 
Arts, Français, Mathematics, Social Studies, Sciences, Wellness Education). They are now working on 
developing draft learning outcomes. Learning outcomes describe what students are to learn in each 
subject/discipline area at each grade level.  
 
Starting in September 2014, our prototyping partners will use these initial draft learning outcomes to refine 
them based on their teacher and student feedback. These learning outcomes will be submitted to Alberta 
Education and considered in the development of future provincial curriculum for K–12 by the ministry’s 
curriculum developers. 
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To learn more about Curriculum Redesign and Curriculum Development Prototyping, please visit Alberta 
Education’s website at www.education.alberta.ca/curriculumredesign. 
 
For more information, contact Merla Bolender, Executive Director of the Programs of Study and Resources 
Sector, at Merla.Bolender@gov.ab.ca or 780-644-2530.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Grade 3 Student Learning Assessment Piloting Begins 
Grade 3 students across Alberta will be writing the new Student Learning Assessments (SLAs) this fall.  Almost 
all school authorities are participating in the pilot of the SLAs, which is scheduled for September 29 to  
October 10, 2014. 
 
Components of the Grade 3 SLAs (SLA 3) have been determined by Alberta Education in partnership with the 
Alberta School Boards Association, Alberta School Councils’ Association, Alberta Teachers’ Association, 
College of Alberta School Superintendents, and Alberta Assessment Consortium.  The four components  
include a:  
• digitally scored literacy component;  
• literacy performance-task component;  
• digitally scored numeracy component; 
• numeracy performance-task component.  
 
The SLA 3 will reference the current provincial programs of study until the implementation of new programs of 
study developed through the Curriculum Redesign initiative.  
 
Following the administration of the SLA 3, Alberta Education will provide reports regarding student, school 
and authority performance as it has in the past with Provincial Achievement Tests.  These reporting models for 
the SLA 3 also are being piloted in the fall.  Feedback regarding the content and structure of the reports will be 
collected, and this information will be used to evaluate the reports and to guide decisions about revisions.  
 
For the SLA 3 pilot in 2014, students, parents, schools, and school authorities will receive detailed reports that 
will provide them with valuable information to improve learning, enhance instruction, and help students 
succeed.  Reporting at the provincial level to the general public will not occur immediately.  After piloting of 
the new assessments concludes, reporting to the general public for Grade 3 and Grade 6 will begin in the 
2016/2017 school year.  Reporting to the general public for Grade 9 will begin in the 2017/2018 school year. 
 
More information about the SLA 3 pilot administration, implementation support for teachers and technical 
specifications is available in the Summer 2014 issue of the Student Learning Assessments Update (in English at 
www.education.alberta.ca/media/9024688/sla_update_summer2014.pdf and in French at 
www.education.alberta.ca/media/9029468/sla_miseajour_ete2014.pdf.pdf). 
 
For further information, please contact Deanna Wiens, Acting Director of the Achievement Testing Program, at 
Deanna.Wiens@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-0010.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
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Expectations of Alberta's Elementary Math Program Clarified 
Alberta Education has provided clarifications to the provincial math curriculum.  Action has been taken to 
ensure that parents and teachers have a clear understanding of the expectations in our program.  
 
The ministry has updated the Alberta Mathematics Kindergarten to Grade 9 Program of Studies (Effective 
September 1, 2014) and the Alberta K–9 Mathematics Achievement Indicators.  The Alberta Mathematics 
Kindergarten to Grade 9 Program of Studies, is available at 
www.education.alberta.ca/media/8775377/k_to_9_math_pos.pdf.  The Alberta K–9 Mathematics Achievement 
Indicators is available at www.education.alberta.ca/media/8775405/2014_k-
9_math_achievement_indicators.pdf. 
 
Specific outcomes (and achievement indicators) in the grades 1 to 5 Number strand also have been updated to 
clarify expectations regarding the mastering of basic number facts and the use of strategies:  
• Students are expected to recall, understand and apply their number facts, including multiplication facts 

(multiplication tables); 
• Students will investigate a variety of strategies and become proficient in at least one appropriate and 

efficient strategy that they understand.  Strategies may include traditional algorithms such as long division 
and vertical addition; however, specific strategies are not prescribed in the outcomes; and   

• Teaching professionals have the flexibility and responsibility to meet the learning needs of each of his or her 
students.  Programs of study identify “what” students are to learn; teachers are the professionals who 
determine the “how.” 

 
For more details on these updates, please refer to:   
• Mathematics Kindergarten to Grade 9 Program of Studies 

English  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8775377/k_to_9_math_pos.pdf 
French  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8770207/mathm-9.pdf 

• Alberta K–9 Mathematics Achievement Indicators 
English  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8775405/2014_k-9_math_achievement_indicators.pdf 
French  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8770237/indicrendmathm-9.pdf 

• Summary of Clarifications to Alberta Mathematics Kindergarten to Grade 9 Program of Studies 
English  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8775676/sum_of_clarifications_to_math_k-9_pos.pdf 
French  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8770217/sommclarmathm-9.pdf 

• Summary of Clarifications to Alberta K–9 Mathematics Program with Achievement Indicators 
English  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8775683/sum_of_clarifications_math_k-
9_pos_wi_achievement_indicators.pdf 
French  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8770227/sommclarmathm-9indic.pdf 

• Fact Sheet for Parents: Clarification of Expectations Regarding Basic Number Facts and Strategies 
English  
ewww.education.alberta.ca/media/8775636/clarification_of_expectations_regarding_basic_num_facts_and_
strategies.pdf 
French  www.education.alberta.ca/media/8770359/clarattentesfaitsar.pdf 

 
Alberta Education’s math web page is an excellent resource for students, parents and educators that includes 
many fact sheets and videos in English at www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/program/math.aspx and in French 
at education.alberta.ca/francais/teachers/progres/core/math.aspx. 
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This past June, Alberta Education worked with the Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia 
(ARPDC) to provide face-to-face sessions and a webinar geared toward helping teachers understand the 
clarifications to the math curriculum.  The webinar is available online and can be accessed through local 
consortia at www.arpdc.ab.ca.  There also will be additional sessions offered in the fall through local consortia. 
 
Alberta Education continues to support teachers by investing $3 million annually toward the ARPDC for 
ongoing teacher support in curriculum implementation. 
 
For more information or questions about the mathematics programs of study, please contact: 
• Amaya Ortigosa, Team Leader, Mathematics K–9, at 780-422-5079 or Amaya.Ortigosa@gov.ab.ca;  
• Kris Reid, Team Leader, Mathematics 10–12, at 780-427-3588 or Kris.Reid@gov.ab.ca or  
• Diane Stobbe, French Team Leader, Mathematics K–12, at 780-427-7489 or Diane.Stobbe@gov.ab.ca.  
 
New Learning Commons Policy 
Alberta Education recently approved a new Learning Commons Policy and Guidelines, with implementation to 
begin in September 2014.  The policy and guidelines, which are included on pages 21 and 69 of the 2014/2015 
Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12, are intended to provide parameters, guidance, and expectations to 
schools in further evolving their libraries to support student learning. 
 
The Learning Commons Policy states:  
“To support students in attaining the goals and standards as stated in the Ministerial Order on Student 
Learning, school authorities must ensure that students have access to a learning commons. A learning commons 
is an inclusive, flexible, learner-centred, physical and/or virtual space for collaboration, inquiry, imagination 
and play to expand and deepen learning.” 
 
The Learning Commons Policy supports the principles and values of Inspiring Education, the policy shifts of 
Curriculum Redesign and is aligned with the Government of Alberta Collaborative Library Policy (2013).  This 
is a vital step toward ensuring students benefit from a learning environment that encourages critical thinking, 
problem solving, literacy, and the ability to filter and apply knowledge.  
 
The new policy builds upon what is already happening in many school authorities in Alberta.  It is a shift in 
thinking from a library as a physical space that is a repository of books where students access prior knowledge 
to an inclusive, flexible, learner-centred physical and/or virtual space for collaboration, inquiry, and imagination 
to expand and deepen learning.  The new policy sets a direction and will allow flexibility in how school 
authorities work with their communities to ensure access to a learning commons and allow for local decision-
making.  School authorities will be able to support student success by effectively planning and using existing 
resources, especially in the areas of resource selection and information management. 
 
More information about the Learning Commons Policy and Guidelines is available on Alberta Education’s 
Learning Commons/School Libraries web page at www.education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/slsi.aspx.  To learn 
more about Inspiring Education and Curriculum Redesign, please visit www.inspiring.education.alberta.ca and 
www.education.alberta.ca/curriculumredesign. Alberta’s Ministerial Order on Student Learning can be 
accessed at www.education.alberta.ca/department/policy/standards/goals.aspx.  The Guide to Education: ECS to 
Grade 12 is available at www.education.alberta.ca/media/8765464/guide_to_education_2014.pdf 
 
For further information, please contact Jill Usher at Jill.Usher@gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-5319 or Shelley Wells 
at Shelley.Wells@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-3776.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
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The 2014 Healthy School Communities Award 
Do you know someone who supports student or school health and 
wellness?  Many people and groups help make our school communities 
healthier for children and youth.  Let’s recognize the great work they do 
by nominating them for the Healthy School Communities Award!  
 

Award categories are: 
• Individual Champions:  an individual (e.g., student, family member, volunteer or school staff member) who 

has made outstanding contributions to their healthy school community. 
• School Champions:  a student group, parent group, school staff or wellness committee who has made 

outstanding contributions to their healthy school community. 
• Community Champions:  not-for-profit, community associations, local/municipal organizations, or 

businesses who have made outstanding contributions to supporting healthy school communities.  
• School District Champions: an individual or group working at the district level (e.g., superintendent, trustee, 

consultants or a committee) who has demonstrated school district engagement in supporting healthy school 
communities. 

 
The deadline for applications is October 31, 2014.  
 
The award celebration will be held at the Shaping the Future Conference in Kananaskis in January 2015.  
Information on the conference is available at www.everactive.org/shaping-the-future. 
 
The award application form can be downloaded at www.healthyalberta.com/1281.htm or accessed at 
www.healthyalberta.com. 
 
Send completed forms to: 
Healthy School Communities Award 
24th Floor, 10025 Jasper Avenue 
Edmonton  AB  T5J 1S6 
 
Applications forms and inquiries can also be directed to health.u@gov.ab.ca. 
 
 

Inclusive Education 
 
Mental Health Capacity Building in Schools 
There is growing evidence about the long-term value of promoting the positive mental health of children and 
young people, through more effective educational services and school programs.  Schools and the community 
can play an important role in reaching youth and determining their level of mental health.  Effective mental 
health promotion in educational and community settings in turn strengthens the core objectives of education and 
the youth sector.  
 
A focus on positive mental health for students, families, schools and communities contributes to building a 
welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environment that respects diversity and fosters a sense of 
belonging.  Students who are mentally healthy are better able to achieve success and fulfillment as engaged 
thinkers and ethical citizens with an entrepreneurial spirit.  They are more likely to build healthy relationships 
with others, value diversity and demonstrate respect, empathy and compassion. Children and youth who 
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demonstrate positive mental health are motivated, resourceful, self – reliant and confident – all necessary skills 
to meet the challenges of the 21st century. 
 
The Mental Health Capacity Building in Schools Initiative serves 55 communities and 151 schools across 
Alberta.  The recent Government of Alberta 2014 announcement included an additional $28 million specific to 
the Children’s Mental Health Plan and the Mental Health Capacity Building Initiative.  At this time Alberta 
Health is proceeding with three-year grant funding to sustain these projects.  
• The initiative is led by Alberta Health Services in collaboration with Alberta Education and funded through 

grants from Alberta Health.   
• The purpose of the initiative is to establish projects which implement integrated, school and community 

mental health promotion, prevention and early intervention programs.  
• Project Coordinators from across the province are available to share training opportunities, resources and 

information and about positive mental health supports for the community.  
 
The announcement of new funding to continue the existing Mental Health Capacity Building projects is exciting 
news to all who benefit from the initiative.   
 
More information about supporting positive mental health in schools is available at 
www.education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent/safeschools/mhm.aspx. 
 
For further information, please contact Vicky Mamczasz, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth Branch, at Vicky.Mamczasz@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-5399 or Dena Davis, Senior 
Manager, School and Community Supports for Children and Youth Branch, at Dena.Davis@gov.ab.ca or at 
780-422-6547.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
New Professional Development Resource:  Educational Change and Leadership 
Edmonton Regional Learning Consortium has added a new resource, Educational Change and Leadership to its 
Inclusive Education Professional Development Resources website at 
http://www.inclusiveeducationpdresources.com/school-leadership-inclusion/david-edyburn.php#1 .  These 
video clips and accompanying learning guides create opportunities for district and school leaders to explore 
emerging trends and challenges around the use of technologies to support student success.  Each learning guide 
is also aligned to one of the five Learning and Technology Policy Framework policy directions, which can be 
found at http://education.alberta.ca/admin/technology/policyframework.aspx. 
 
For more information, please contact Leah Dushenski, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards 
Branch, at Leah.Dushenski@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-6894.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Every Student Counts: Keeping Kids in School 
The vision of Inspiring Education is that all students will be engaged thinkers and ethical citizens with 
an entrepreneurial spirit.  The Every Student Counts: Keeping Kids in School Report is a result of a two-
year initiative that involved gathering and analyzing information collected from research, 
questionnaires, surveys, and focus group discussions.  The report can be found at 
http://education.alberta.ca/admin/resources/kidsinschool.aspx. 
 
The report is intended to help school authorities in Alberta keep students engaged and attending school.  
It focuses on the reasons students are at risk for non-attendance and provides effective prevention and 
intervention strategies to re-engage students.  In addition, the report includes questions for reflection that 
school leaders can use to help enhance staff understanding of the issues behind student non-attendance. 
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For further information, please contact Randy Risto, Education Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth Branch, at Randy.Risto@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-5401.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta. 
 
New E-Learning Website for School Staff Supporting Students with FASD and Other Disabilities 
The Positive Behaviour Supports for Children website, www.pbsc.info, was developed by Mount Royal 
University with support from the Government of Alberta.  It is a series of related websites designed to enhance 
the capacity of families, aides, and school staff in promoting positive behaviours, managing challenging 
behaviours, and supporting students’ learning and success. 
 
The site has added two new portals:   
• Through a Child’s Eye, to help parents and professionals talk about different diagnoses and how they affect 

children’s perspectives of the world; and 
• Planning for Success, to help families, service providers, and Family Support for Children with Disabilities 

workers develop effective Individualized Service Plans.   
 
For further information, please contact Marni Pearce, Director, School and Community Supports for Children 
and Youth Branch, at Marni.Pearce@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-5045.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta. 
 
 

Teaching and Leadership 
 
Moving Forward with High School Redesign 2014/2015 
High School Redesign is focused on creating flexible, student-centred approaches to learning, including 
increasing student engagement, improving student achievement, and enhancing teacher practice to bring to life 
the vision and policy shifts articulated in Inspiring Education. 
 
School leaders, along with their jurisdiction leaders, have been invited to participate in one of two information 
sessions. The sessions will provide new Moving Forward with High School Redesign schools an opportunity to: 
• connect with administrators in schools currently involved in Moving Forward with High School Redesign, 
• delve deeper into the foundational principles of high school redesign that ground this work, and  
• hear from Alberta Education about how Moving Forward with High School Redesign connects to other 

work happening in the Ministry. 
 
Workshops for Schools Implementing Moving Forward with High School Redesign in Fall 2014: 
• September 9, 2014 in Edmonton 
• September 11, 2014 in Calgary 
 
If you have not already done so, please use the appropriate link to register: 
 
These workshops are only for schools new to this initiative in 2014. 
 
For further information, please contact Dana Antaya-Moore, Education Manager, Metro Services Branch, at 
Dana Antaya-Moore@ gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-4498.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
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Operational Information 

 
Alberta Health Services has been receiving student lists from public and private school authorities across the 
province since the 2010/2011 school year. 
 
It is important that Alberta Health Services continue to receive school authority student lists within the 
requested time, in the correct format, and through the EduLink system.  Your dedication to the process ensures 
the security of the information and timely services for your student population.  
 
The request you will receive from the Medical Officer includes an exemplar and a timeline.   Any authority 
experiencing issues with EduLink or in meeting the deadline is asked to contact Sjaane Heikoop at 
403-388-6687 as soon as possible.  Sjaane will support your schools in finding a solution.  
 
Schools that cross more than one Alberta Health Services zone are only required to submit their list once. The 
zone that receives the list will take responsibility for its dissemination to other zones where necessary. 
 
Thank you to all Alberta school authorities for your continued support.   
 
For further information, please contact Bob Gerhart, Senior Education Manager, Greater Edmonton Services 
Branch at Bob.Gerhart@gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-4497.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
Procurement Workshop – September 15, 2014 
To help school jurisdictions manage the procurement of their capital projects, Alberta Education and Alberta 
Infrastructure are hosting a procurement workshop in Edmonton on September 15, 2014, to answer questions 
about the role and obligations of each jurisdiction that has been grant funded.  
 
Alberta school jurisdictions have an obligation to practice fair and transparent procurement activities and 
must abide by legislative and regulatory requirements and all applicable trade agreements, including the 
Agreement on Internal Trade and the New West Partnership Trade Agreement.  
 
Topics that will be covered include obligations under the Grant Agreement and the New West Partnership 
Trade Agreement, information about the proposal ranking/rating process, and the role of the Contracts 
Review Committee.  The workshop also will offer forms and templates to help school jurisdictions work 
through the complexities of the procurement process. 
 
Facility Directors, Secretary – Treasurers and anyone else involved with obtaining goods and services for 
capital projects will benefit from attending the workshop.  Please watch for an email invitation with details 
and registration information.  
 
For further information, please contact Dale Box, Director, Strategic Planning, at Dale.Box@gov.ab.ca or at 
780-415-5854.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access. 
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TELL them FROM me Student Survey  
In September 2013, Alberta Education awarded a three-year contract to The Learning Bar to provide the TELL 
them FROM me (TTFM) survey at a reduced cost to interested Alberta school jurisdictions to support work 
related to student engagement.  
 
The first administration window for TTFM survey will be October 13, 2014 to February 27, 2015.  Schools may 
begin surveying their students any time after October 13, 2014 and must have all surveying complete by 
February 27, 2015.  During this administration, students also will complete the Accountability Pillar (AP) 
student survey questions that are embedded in the TTFM survey.  Therefore, these students are not required to 
complete the AP survey separately.  Results for all students completing the combined AP - TTFM survey will 
be included in school and jurisdiction AP Reports.   
 
School jurisdictions must ensure that all schools participating in TTFM, as part of the Alberta Education – The 
Learning Bar contract, complete the first administration during the administration window noted above.  At 
minimum, schools should survey one complete grade per division (4–6, 7–9, 10–12) through TTFM, with 
grades 4, 7 and 10 being recommended for consistency with the standard AP survey administration.  
 
Parents, teachers, and those students in schools (or grades) not participating in TTFM will complete the AP 
surveys in the same manner as in the past.  For further information about the combined AP - TTFM survey, 
please contact Keith Bowen, Director, System Assurance Branch, at Keith.Bowen@gov.ab.ca or at  
780-422-4750.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Several training sessions for new and returning District and School Coordinators will be provided by The 
Learning Bar beginning in September 2014.  Further information on these sessions was sent directly to District 
Coordinators in late August 2014.  If you have a new District Coordinator or have questions related to the 
training, please contact Stephanie Robinson, The Learning Bar, Account Success Manager, at 
stephanie.r@thelearningbar.com or at 506-458-9311 or toll free at 1-877-840-2424. 
 
School authorities that did not participate in the Alberta Education-TLB contract in the 2013/2014 school year 
can still sign up for 2014/2015.   A notification of intent must be received by Alberta Education no later than 
December 19, 2014.  For more information regarding participation or to sign up for an information session, 
please contact Anthony Warren, Education Manager, Field Services Sector, at Anthony.Warren@gov.ab.ca or 
at 780-415-9310.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
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Question from the Field 

 
Q: As some students approach the writing of diploma examinations they raise, sometimes for the first 

time, concerns with their teachers related to anxiety and the need for extra time as an 
accommodation.  What are Alberta Education’s recommendations? 

 
A: Students experiencing test anxiety or Generalized Anxiety Disorder are eligible for accommodations. 

 
Students who experience test anxiety are quite common.  As the administration of examinations approach, 
students begin to experience anxiety related to the examination itself.  Extra time is not the best 
accommodation as it can take a student time to work through anxiety management strategies.  Therefore, 
Special Cases recommends that the clock is stopped (frequent breaks) and resumed once the student 
recommences writing.  Special Cases also recommends that the student write in a private space.  Students 
who are identified as having test anxiety are eligible for frequent breaks if the request for accommodation is 
supported by a physician’s letter.   
 
Generalized Anxiety Disorder is not specifically related to testing situations but is pervasive and 
unpredictable in occurrence.  In collaboration with a professional, there is a plan to lessen the anxiety 
through medication, counselling or both.  The plan is well-documented and included in the student’s 
Individualized Program Plan at the school.  For students with Generalized Anxiety Disorder 
accommodations other than frequent breaks can be considered if supported by the psychologist or 
psychiatrist.   
 
 
 


