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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
• November 3, 2014 – Deadline for requesting new modular classrooms and relocations for the 2015/2016 

school year 
• November 14, 2014 – Applications deadline for grant funding of Family and Community Safety Program 
• November 15, 2014 – Closing date for nominations for Teaching Excellence Awards 
• November 30, 2014 – Posting of Three-Year Education Plans and Annual Education Results Reports  
 
 

Inclusive Education 
 
Opportunities with Alberta-Accredited International Schools 
Alberta’s positive reputation and international leadership in education has generated international interest in 
accessing Alberta’s curriculum.  Education developed accreditation of international schools to allow schools to 
offer programs of study, to strengthen Alberta’s international presence, and to increase the international 
dimension of the province’s education system.   
 
The benefits of studying the Alberta program are significant.  International students who obtain an Alberta high 
school diploma may continue their studies at Alberta’s post-secondary institutions as well as other universities 
or colleges across the world. 
 
There are currently nine Alberta pre-accredited or accredited international schools in the world and several new 
applicants seeking Alberta accreditation.  To learn more about Alberta accredited international schools, visit 
http://education.alberta.ca/students/internationaleducation/accreditation.aspx. 
 
School jurisdictions may contact school administrators of Alberta-accredited international schools to explore 
possible exchange/partnership opportunities.  Opportunities for school jurisdiction involvement include student 
exchanges, educator exchanges, and school partnerships.  These can be set up formally by enrolling in the 
exchange programs described on this webpage:  
www.education.alberta.ca/students/internationaleducation/exchangeprograms.aspx, or informally by 
establishing relationships with these schools. 
 
For further information, please contact Karen Slevinsky, Education Manager, School Accreditation and 
Standards Branch, at Karen.Slevinsky@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-0126.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access 
in Alberta. 
 
Revised Optional Individualized Program Planning Templates 
Alberta Education recently revised the sample Individualized Program Planning (IPP) templates that were 
released last fall.  The use of these templates is optional. However, they can be used for students identified with 
special education needs.  The templates, available in English and French, incorporate all of the components 
currently required in the Standards for Special Education, Amended 2004, and focus on instructional planning 
and academic learning.  
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The format, process, and content of these templates were informed by: 
• results of schools participating in the Inclusive Education Planning Tool pilot 
• responses to the Individual Program Plan Components online survey 
• feedback from the IPP Provincial Discussion held in February 2014. 
 
The IPP templates are located in the Inclusive Education Library, found at 
www.learnalberta.ca/content/ieptLibrary/lib07.html. 
 
For further information, please contact Leah Dushenski, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards 
Branch at Leah.Dushenski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-6894; or Lise Belzile, Team Leader – Inclusive Education, 
French Language Education Services at Lise.Belzile@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-7794.  Dial 310-0000 first for 
toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Grant Funding – Family and Community Safety Program 
The Family and Community Safety program, a grant funding initiative led by Human Services, will support 
community-led projects that address issues affecting family and community safety.  The fund is intended to 
build on the existing and ongoing good work in communities, and to strengthen these efforts through supporting 
new and innovative programs. 
 
Applications are being accepted until November 14, 2014 for projects that address issues such as abuse or 
violence prevention efforts, positive children’s mental health, and the need for mentors.  Community agencies 
or groups are strongly encouraged to partner with other organizations in their application and focus on 
initiatives that help build stronger families and communities.  Successful applications will have an emphasis on 
community-initiated and led strategies and community plans that positively impact vulnerable Albertans, 
families and communities.  Please consider sharing this information with your schools’ community contacts. 
 
For more information on the grant funding, including eligibility and how to apply, visit 
http://humanservices.alberta.ca/abuse-bullying.html.  
 
3rd Annual Alberta Gay-Straight Student Alliance Conference, GSA 2014 
The 3rd Annual Alberta Gay-Straight Student (GSA) Alliance Conference takes place Saturday, November 22, 
2014 at the Faculty of Education, University of Alberta in Edmonton, as part of the province’s Bullying 
Prevention Awareness Week activities. 
 
This conference is free for students and teachers who have a GSA or are interested in starting one in their 
schools.  Participants will learn strategies to help create, support and sustain GSAs, network with other students 
and teachers across the province, and learn more about sexual and gender minority youth issues through 
workshops, resources, and a keynote presentation.  It is hoped that this conference will help connect, educate 
and inspire inclusive school communities that value diversity and difference, as part of creating safe, welcoming 
and respectful school environments.  
 
For more information, including how to register, visit www.ismss.ualberta.ca/GSA2014. 
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Special Education Coding Criteria 2014/2015 and Handbook for the Identification and Review of Students 
with Severe Disabilities 2014/2015 
 
General Information – All School Authorities 
 
Special Education Coding Criteria and the Handbook for the Identification and Review of Students with Severe 
Disabilities have been updated for 2014/2015 and are now available on the Extranet. 
 
Some students may require specialized supports and services to attain the educational outcomes within the 
programs of study in the Alberta Kindergarten to Grade 12 education system.  Special Education Coding 
Criteria 2014/2015 and the Handbook for the Identification and Review of Students with Severe Disabilities 
2014/2015 have been updated to support the direction established in the Ministerial Order on Student Learning 
(#001/2013). 
 
The Handbook for the Identification and Review of Students with Severe Disabilities provides more detailed 
information to assist school authorities in identifying students requiring this support.  Changes to these 
documents include updates from the Diagnostic and Statistical Manual of Mental Disorders – Fifth edition 
(DSM–5).  While information from the DSM was considered, the intent of these documents is not to provide 
diagnostic criteria for clinicians, but to provide educators with information to help identify and program for 
students/early childhood services children with an identified need. 
 
Private and Charter Schools 
 
For the 2014/2015 school year, private and charter schools will continue to be required to use severe disabilities 
codes in order to receive funding for grades 1 to 12.  The Handbook for the Identification and Review of 
Students with Severe Disabilities details the documentation requirements for severe disabilities funding 
approvals and timelines for funding applications. 
 
For more information on severe disabilities funding, please see the 2014/2015 Funding Manual, Section 3.3, 
found at http://education.alberta.ca/admin/funding/manual.aspx 
 
In order to access the Extranet website, please visit:  https://phoenix.edc.gov.ab.ca/login/default2.asp, or contact 
the Client Services Help Desk at 780-427-5318.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
For further information, please contact Connie Ohl, Education Manager, Learner Services Branch, at 
Connie.Ohl@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-5419.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Services for Students with Visual Impairments 
The Services for Students with Visual Impairments (SSVI) unit, part of the Program Resources Branch, 
continues to support students with visual impairments or blindness by providing loans of alternate format 
resources (e.g., braille, audio, e-text and large print), specialized learning kits, student equipment and 
professional resources.  
 
A key initiative of this unit is the three-year Low Incidence Province Wide Collaborative Support project.  This 
project will assist Regional Collaborative Service Delivery (RCSD) regions in their support of children and 
youth with Low Incidence Disabilities (LID), including blindness or visual impairment, deafness or hard of 
hearing, deaf blindness and complex communication disorders.  It will involve capacity building, collegial 



 

4 

 
 PAGE 4 

support, collaboration and sharing of best practices to ensure that children and youth with Low Incidence 
Disabilities in Alberta have fair and reasonable access to needed services within their regions.  
 
For further information, please visit the Program Resources Branch website at 
http://education.alberta.ca/teachers/resources.aspx or contact Roy McConnell, Manager, Inclusive Resources 
and Supports, Learning Resources Centre, at Roy.McConnell@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-5234.  Dial 310-0000 
first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
 

Teaching and Leadership 
 
Announcing the 2014/2015 Minister’s Student Advisory Council 

Alberta Education recognizes that students have a valuable perspective when it 
comes to their education. Speak Out – the Alberta Student Engagement 
Initiative is committed to support students and schools in increasing Alberta 
youth’s engagement in their education and improving student learning 
experiences, at the local and provincial levels. 
 
Through the Minister’s Student Advisory Council, students get involved in 
decision making, connect with other students, grow as leaders and become the 
student voices in their communities.  As ambassadors of student voice, 

students share their perspectives collaboratively alongside all education partners, including teachers, principals, 
superintendents and government staff, to enhance the education system.   
 
We are excited to announce the 2014/2015 Minister’s Student Advisory Council.  Recruited from as far north as 
Peace River and as far south as Pincher Creek, 27 students have been selected to serve a one-year term as 
members of the Council.  The first meeting was held in Edmonton on September 18 to 21, 2014.  Council 
members participated in several training sessions that will prepare them for the work ahead, as well as build on 
their already impressive leadership skills.  They also spent time exploring opportunities to work more closely 
with their school jurisdictions and took part in interactive working sessions offered by the department.  
 
For further information, please visit the Speak Out website at http://www.speakout.alberta.ca/COUNCIL.  If 
you have questions or would like to explore opportunities to engage with the Council, please contact Jamie 
Anderson, Student Engagement Advisor, at Jamie.Anderson@gov.ab.ca or 780-422-5665.  Dial 310-0000 first 
for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
 

FNMI Success 
 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education  
In August 2014, Alberta Education established a new First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI) Education 
Division, bringing together staff and key functions from across the Ministry.  The division provides a focal 
point for K-12 First Nations, Métis and Inuit education policies, programs and initiatives in the ministry and 
across the education system in order to:  
• close the achievement gap between First Nations, Métis and Inuit students and all Alberta students, and  
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• ensure that all Alberta students are knowledgeable, understanding and respectful of the rich diversity of First 
Nation, Metis and Inuit peoples – their cultures, languages, and histories, the importance of Treaties, and the 
legacy of residential schools. 

 
Specifically, the new division works to: 
• Engage and support First Nations, Métis and Inuit peoples in fulfilling their vision for a K-12 education 

system that honours Indigenous history, cultures, languages, and perspectives. 
• Build strong relationships with First Nations, the Treaty 6, 7 and 8 organizations, the Métis Settlements 

General Council, the Métis Nation of Alberta Association, provincial school authorities, Aboriginal Affairs 
and Northern Development Canada, and other Government of Alberta ministries to support the success of 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit students. 

• Enable the Ministry to make stronger strategic connections on matters related to First Nations, Métis and 
Inuit education as the new Education Act is implemented, and the next phase of Inspiring Education and 
launch the Ten-Year Strategic Plan commences. 

 
In the coming weeks, the new division will be working with colleagues and partners in the Ministry and the 
education system to develop a strategic plan for First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education in Alberta.  
 
This work will be led by Acting Assistant Deputy Minister, Jane Martin, Acting Executive Director, Dan Smith 
and Directors and staff in the division’s three branches: 
• Curriculum – Acting Director Pauline Auger 
• Collaboration and Learning Supports – Acting Director Sandra Skare 
• Policy and Research – Acting Director Gabrielle Christopherson 
 
Visit the Alberta Education website for more information on the work of this new division including FNMI 
curriculum development, learning supports, policies, programs and digital resources for students and teachers at 
http://education.alberta.ca/fnmi or call the First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Division at 780-415-9300.  
Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
 

Operational Information 
 
Submission Date for Modular Classroom Priorities – November 3, 2014 
The deadline for requesting new modular classrooms and relocations for the 2015/2016 school year is 
November 3, 2014.  Please watch for an email request from Alberta Education to complete Forms 9, 10 and 16, 
outlining your jurisdiction’s modular classroom needs and any requests to relocate existing modular classrooms 
or free-standing portable classrooms.  Should funding be made available, approvals will be communicated early 
in 2015 to initiate the process to order, construct, deliver and set up the units as quickly as possible.  
 
For further information, please contact Michael Ediger, Director, North Region, Capital Planning Branch, at 
Michael.Ediger@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2083; or Avi Habinski, Director, South Region, Capital Planning 
Branch at Avi.Habinski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2272.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 
 
New Web Page for Private ECS Operators and Accredited Funded Private Schools with ECS Programs 
A new web page, http://education.alberta.ca/admin/ecs/operator.aspx, detailing important information for 
private ECS operators and accredited funded private schools with ECS programs, is available on Education’s 
website.  The web page was created to be a one-stop source of information for private ECS operators and 
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accredited funded private schools with ECS programs.  This page has been organized to allow users to access 
important features such as applicable legislation, policy, and programming.  It also will allow users to view key 
contacts within the department for various questions related to programming, Program Unit funding, general 
funding and transportation.  
 
For further information, contact Sheldon Bossert, Provincial Coordinator of Private Schools and Private ECS 
Operators, at Sheldon.Bossert@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-9954.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta. 
 

Question from the Field 
 
Q: Where do I get appropriate information when considering accommodation options for young students 

(ECS-3) with Type 1 diabetes? 
 
A: Most school aged children with diabetes have Type 1 Diabetes and require insulin by injection or by a pump 

throughout the school day.  Very young students may be unable to check their own blood glucose levels or 
administer their own insulin while at school.  They also may be unaware when swings in blood sugar levels 
are affecting their learning.  

 
It is important that school personnel have accurate and current information about diabetes and that the needs 
of the student are recognized and accommodated according to the student’s Individual Care Plan.  The 
Stollery provides annual diabetes education and training for school staff that work with children with 
diabetes.  
 
The Canadian Diabetes Association recently published guidelines for care of students living with diabetes at 
school that can be accessed for information at the following link:  
http://www.diabetes.ca/getmedia/173678f6-1a4a-4237-bd55-aa7ba469a602/guidelines-for-students-in-
school.pdf.aspx. 

 
Q: I’ve read through the Learning and Technology Policy Framework and I’m wondering what it looks 

like in a practical application.  Are there examples you can point to of how school authorities are 
addressing the five policy directions? 

 
A: Alberta Education has just released a video series intended to show examples of how the Learning and 

Technology Policy Framework is coming alive in schools and school authorities across the province.  These 
videos can be viewed on Education’s YouTube channel or through the ministry’s Learning and Technology 
Policy Framework web pages.  All of the videos can also be downloaded to be viewed offline or presented 
at school authority or stakeholder meetings or events.   
 
From January to June 2014, staff from the School Technology Branch travelled around Alberta with a film 
crew.  They interviewed students, educators, IT personnel, principals and school authority leaders and 
captured footage of students using technology to create and share knowledge.  That footage has now been 
assembled into six videos, one to provide an overview of the policy framework and five to illustrate each of 
the five policy directions.   
 
Each of the videos covers a number of topics and runs between six and eight minutes in length.  Each also is 
offered as a series of two or three shorter clips to make them more accessible for casual viewing.  These 
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shorter clips also make the videos easier to use in a wider range of contexts, for example at planning 
meetings for school authorities, professional development events and parent information nights. 
 
For more information about the Learning and Technology Policy Framework or this companion video 
series, please contact Karen Andrews, Research and Planning, School Technology Branch, at 
Karen.Andrews@gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-5194.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  


