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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
• February 10, 2015 – Provincial application deadline for the 2015 Language Teacher Bursary.   

   NOTE:  local deadlines may be earlier. 
 
 

Curriculum 
 
2015 Language Teacher Bursary  
 
Reminder of the February 10 Application Deadline  
Certificated teachers of languages other than English who are interested in a summer 2015 program abroad in a 
language immersion/language teaching methodology may apply for a bursary through the Language Teacher 
Bursary Program.  For more information and application forms, go to 
http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=874.  Only individuals who have not received these 
bursaries within the last five years may apply. 
 
Language Bursary for Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Languages  
Elders, teachers or instructors of First Nations, Métis and Inuit languages in grades 1 to 12 who plan to take a 
credit course in summer 2015 at a Canadian university focusing on language, culture and/or pedagogical 
development (e.g., the Canadian Indigenous Languages and Literacy Development Institute), may apply for a 
bursary through the Language Bursary Program for Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Languages.  For 
more information and application forms, go to http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=2961 .   
 
The provincial deadline is February 10, 2015; however, local deadlines may be earlier.  Applicants requiring 
further information may contact Alberta Scholarship Programs at 780-427-8640.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-
free access in Alberta. 
 
For further information, please contact Cameron Archer, Curriculum Manager, International Languages, 
Mathematics, Arts and Communication, at Cameron.Archer@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-5366.  Dial 310-0000 first 
for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
 

Inclusive Education 
 
Early Child Development Mapping 
Early childhood development continues to be a priority for the Government of Alberta.  We support our 
youngest citizens through significant investment in a number of initiatives, programs and services offered 
through various ministries, including Alberta Education.   
 
The Early Child Development Mapping Initiative was a province-wide, five-year research project, funded and 
led by Education, with support from cross-ministry partners, including Health and Human Services.  Early 
Development Instrument (EDI) data was collected as a part of the overall project, and the information generated 
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from the data is being used by over 100 community coalitions across Alberta to help them implement strategies 
to support early childhood development.  These strategies include parent conferences and community 
breakfasts, early childhood resource guides, community information events, family play dates and public 
awareness campaigns. 
 
The Early Child Development Mapping Initiative was contracted to the Community-University Partnership for 
the Study of Children, Youth and Families (CUP), which led the Early Child Development Mapping Project 
(ECMap).  CUP analyzed EDI data, socio-economic status data, geographic location and early childhood 
development supports available in communities in order to create community-level and province-level maps 
and early childhood development reports.  The contract with CUP for the ECMap project ended August 31, 
2014.  CUP submitted a final report for the ministries of Education, Health and Human Services, which will 
assist in exploring options for building on the research to inform our communities of the importance of early 
childhood development.   
 
Alberta Education, in collaboration with Health and Human Services, is currently exploring options to continue 
to collect, analyze and map EDI data.  The Live Atlas and the ECMap website and resources will continue to be 
available to the public after December 31, 2014.  The Government of Alberta recognizes and will continue to 
support the important work of the community coalitions.  Government is currently exploring options to continue 
to collect, analyze and map EDI data.  The Live Atlas and the ECMap website and resources will continue to be 
available to the public after December 31, 2014.  
 
In the interim, Education has committed bridge funding, which was communicated to coalitions on November 
20, 2014, to support the work of community coalitions to maintain the work and momentum of the community 
coalitions, from January 1 to December 2015 to eligible and interested community coalitions.  Government 
recognizes their important work, and is exploring options for the most effective structure for continuing this 
work beyond December 2015. 
 
For more information, please contact Denise Clovechok, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards 
Branch, at Denise.Clovechok@gov.ab.ca or at 780-643-1250.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta. 
 
Alberta’s Plan for Promoting Healthy Relationships and Preventing Bullying 
Government recently released its Plan for Promoting Healthy Relationships and Preventing Bullying, which 
takes a comprehensive approach to promoting healthy relationships across the lifespan.  It can be found at 
http://humanservices.alberta.ca/documents/promoting-healthy-relationships-and-preventing-bullying.pdf. 
 
All Albertans deserve to be treated with respect and dignity, and to feel safe and welcomed in their homes, 
schools, workplaces, communities and online environments.  Unfortunately, bullying continues to hurt people 
of all ages and backgrounds.  We must take further action to address and prevent bullying and create 
welcoming, caring, respectful and safe communities. 
 
This new plan promotes healthy relationships everywhere Albertans live, learn, work and play.  It supports 
collaboration among educators, employers, families and community organizations.  The plan addresses needed 
change in attitudes and behaviours towards bullying by focusing on prevention, awareness, engagement, 
responsibility and accountability. 
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The plan was announced during the Alberta government’s November 21, 2014 Bullying Prevention and Healthy 
Relationships Webcast, which featured a panel of community leaders.  Participants learned about ways to 
promote healthy relationships, respect, and inclusion in our communities, workplaces and schools; differences 
between bullying behavior and respectful relationships, and the effects of bullying in our society.  A recording 
of the webcast can be found at http://events.cmgcanada.ca/bullying2014. 
 
For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth Branch, at Marilyn.Huber@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta.  
 
National Mentoring Symposium 2015 
The National Mentoring Symposium 2015 will take place November 4-6, 2015 in Banff, Alberta.  The event is 
a collaboration between the Ontario Mentoring Partnership, Big Brothers Big Sisters of Canada and The Alberta 
Mentoring Partnership.  This is Canada’s second national conference on mentoring, and will strive to advance 
the contributions of mentoring to the well-being of children and youth, volunteer mentors and communities 
across Canada by highlighting innovative partnerships, promising practices or programs and the state of the 
research. 
 
For more information and updates, including how to register to the conference, please visit 
www.nmsevent.com. 
 
For further information, please contact Victor Pedersen, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth Branch, at Victor.Pedersen@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-0259.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta.  
 
 

Legislation 
 
Update on the Education Act Regulatory Review 
The Regulatory Review Committee, chaired by the Honourable Maureen Kubinec, MLA for Barrhead-
Morinville-Westlock, embarked on an extensive public consultation process during the summer and fall of 
2013.  This consultation saw thousands of Albertans, including representatives of education system stakeholder 
associations, participating in discussions on a number of regulation topics.  Government appreciated the passion 
and perspectives provided by all of the participants. 
 
Following this broad consultation and then extensive follow up work by the Ministry of Education and 
Legislative Counsel to draft the proposed regulations, government has now released the regulations to Albertans 
and education stakeholders for comment.  The regulations are posted on Alberta Education’s website at 
http://education.alberta.ca/edu-act.  The link provides full versions of the proposed regulations, as well as an 
opportunity for stakeholders and other interested Albertans to submit their comments on each of the regulations.  
You are encouraged to share this information with others within your organization, as well as with any other 
stakeholders you believe may be interested.  The opportunity for Albertans to provide commentary will extend 
from December 16, 2014 to January 31, 2015. 
 
The proposed regulations include the following: 
• Alberta School Foundation Fund 
• Board Procedures 
• Borrowing 
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• Charter Schools 
• Disposition of Property 
• Early Childhood Services 
• Establishment of Separate School Districts 
• Home Education 
• Investment 
• Petitions and Public Notices 
• Private Schools 
• School Councils 
• School Fees 
• Special School Tax Levy Plebiscite 
• Student Record 
• Student Transportation 
 
Once the comment period closes and government has made its final approvals regarding the regulations, the 
Ministry will work to support school authorities as they align their policies and procedures with the Act and its 
regulations.  Government remains committed to the timely proclamation of the Education Act. 
 
If you have questions about the regulations or the implementation of the Education Act, please contact Randy 
Clarke, Director, Education Act Implementation, Alberta Education, at Randy.Clarke@gov.ab.ca or  
780-641-9113.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Assurance Model for Board and Trustee Development 
When the Education Act is proclaimed, school boards will be granted natural persons powers, recognizing that 
“A board has the capacity and, subject to this Act and the regulations, the rights, powers and privileges of a 
natural person.”  School boards, as local governance, will need to increase their capacity through individual and 
corporate growth and development in order to exercise these rights, powers and privileges to the benefit of the 
students and communities they serve.  The Alberta School Boards Association (ASBA) in collaboration with 
other educational partners have developed the Assurance Model for Board and Trustee Development modules.  
These modules have been designed to support board and trustee development in the key areas of board 
governance including Fiduciary, Generative and Strategic Leadership roles. 
 
For further information, please contact Jim Gibbons at jgibbons@asba.ab.ca or at 403-507-9522 or contact 
Anthony Warren, Education Manager, Metro Services, at Anthony.Warren@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-9310.  
Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
 

FNMI Success 
 
First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Division 
In August 2014, Alberta Education established the First Nations, Métis and Inuit (FNMI) Education Division, 
bringing together staff and key functions from throughout the ministry.  The division provides a centralized 
location for K-12 FNMI education policies, programs and initiatives in the ministry and across the education 
system.  The division will work to close the achievement gap between FNMI students and all students, and 
ensure that all Alberta students are knowledgeable about FNMI cultures, languages, histories, the importance of 
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treaties, and the legacy of Indian Residential Schools.  To facilitate this work, the division has been structured 
into three branches:  Collaboration and Learning Supports, Policy and Research, and Curriculum.  
 
The Collaboration and Learning Supports Branch 
The Collaboration and Learning Supports Branch fosters purposeful relationships with school authorities and 
First Nations and Métis communities to eliminate the achievement gap.  The branch also supports discussions 
with individual provincial school authorities on annual education planning, results reporting, increasing local 
capacity and improvement of FNMI student outcomes.  Successful, evidence-based practices have been 
identified across the province and can be found at:  http://www.education.alberta.ca/admin/fnmi.aspx. 
 
The Policy and Research Branch 
The Policy and Research Branch leads the development of strategic policy options and recommendations to 
address emerging FNMI education opportunities to support systemic change across the education system.  The 
branch also advances intergovernmental agreements such as the Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) for 
First Nations Education in Alberta and the Métis Settlements Long-Term Arrangements.  The branch also 
supports research, cross-ministry collaboration and consultation with First Nation education authorities, Treaty 
organizations, the Métis Settlements General Council, the Métis Nation of Alberta, and Aboriginal Affairs and 
Northern Development Canada, on matters related to FNMI education and student success.  
 
The Curriculum Branch 
The Curriculum Branch leads the development of curriculum to facilitate acquisition and retention of 
Indigenous languages, cultures and ways of being, and to help ensure that all Alberta students have in-depth 
knowledge and understanding of the histories, experiences and values of FNMI peoples in Alberta.  The branch 
helps to ensure that teachers have the knowledge to effectively meet the complex needs of FNMI students and 
to infuse FNMI perspectives across all subject areas. 
 
Please visit the Alberta Education website for more information on the work of this new division including 
FNMI curriculum development, learning supports, policies, programs and digital resources for students and 
teachers: http://education.alberta.ca/fnmi  or call the First Nations, Métis and Inuit Education Division at  
780-415-9300.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
 

Operational Information 
 
Changes to Alberta Transcripts 
 
Coming April 2015 - New Alberta High School Transcript 
In August 2013, a transcript focus group was formed with a mandate to provide direction and support for the 
design of a new high school transcript to be generated from the Provincial Approach to Student Information 
system (PASI).  The focus group included representatives from the ministries of Education, Innovation and 
Advanced Education, as well as ApplyAlberta.  Significant changes to be introduced in April 2015 include 
reporting of evaluations and course codes. 
  
Evaluations 
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Currently, high school principals may evaluate courses that students have taken out of province, as well as 
private music study and courses from registered private schools.  The principal then submits marks and credits 
for the courses to Alberta Education for inclusion I high school transcripts.  Principals may also grant waived 
prerequisite credits for prerequisite course(s) when the student successfully completes a higher level course.  As 
well, Alberta Education awards mature prerequisite credits and retroactive credits to students who meet the 
appropriate requirements.    
  
The current transcript reports these evaluations in the same manner as all other courses completed within an 
Alberta accredited school.  The new transcript will group evaluated courses in a separate section and will report 
only the course name and credits awarded.  This will provide clarity on courses completed in Alberta accredited 
schools compared to credits earned in non-Alberta accredited schools.  The evaluated mark for out-of-province, 
private music study, and registered private school evaluation will not be reported.  Credits awarded as a result of 
evaluations will continue to count toward credential eligibility. 
  
This change reflects a requirement from Alberta post-secondary institutions and scholarship-awarding agencies 
to distinguish whether the student completed the coursework in an Alberta accredited school or received an 
evaluation for the course. 
  
As of April 2015, some post-secondary institutions and/or other agencies may request that students provide a 
transcript from the institution that originally awarded the mark to reflect out-of-province and private study 
music marks.   
  
Course Code and Description 
Also effective April 2015, the new transcript will display the full seven-character course code, as opposed to the 
current four-digit code, fully supporting the ministry’s current course code structure as used for the Career and 
Technology Studies (CTS) courses.  The PASI team has been working with ApplyAlberta and Innovation and 
Advanced Education to co-ordinate changes to post-secondary institution systems that receive electronic 
transcripts through ApplyAlberta. 
  
For general and policy-related PASI questions, please contact Tu Duong-Witte, Acting Director, PASI and 
Student Records, at pasi@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-7392.  For PASI or PASIprep operational instructions/inquiries, 
including all PASI updates, please contact the Client Services Help Desk at cshelpdesk@gov.ab.ca or  
780-427-5318.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 


