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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
• February 10, 2015 – Provincial application deadline for the 2015 Language Teacher Bursary 
 
 

Curriculum 
 
Curriculum Redesign 
Premier Prentice’s Mandate Letter to Minister Dirks includes revisiting curriculum changes to ensure that Alberta’s 
curriculum includes the basics – reading, writing, arithmetic – and incorporates 21st century competencies such as 
innovation, communication and critical thinking.  Curriculum Redesign is building on the strengths of the existing 
curriculum and on innovative educational practices already happening across the province. 
 
In keeping with the Ministerial Order on Student Learning (2013), work on Curriculum Redesign has to date 
included the development of a new draft framework for future provincial programs of study.  Through prototyping, 
partners generated ideas for curriculum content for the Ministry’s consideration to help inform the Ministry’s work 
in future provincial curriculum development.  This included preliminary drafts of learning outcomes, resources, and 
classroom assessments for six subject areas: Arts Education, Language Arts [English/French Language Arts, 
Français], Mathematics, Social Studies, Sciences and Wellness Education.  Curriculum Development Prototyping 
wrapped up at the end of January 2015.  
 
As a next step in Curriculum Redesign, Alberta Education is looking at how it will engage in the next round of 
discussions with education partners and the broader community.  The objective is to ensure that stakeholders 
understand and support the strategic direction for curriculum changes.  
 
This discussion will inform next steps for Curriculum Redesign, in particular the development of new provincial 
programs of study – in other words what students are expected to learn in each subject and each grade for 
Kindergarten to Grade 12.  No new provincial programs of study have been developed yet, nor have provincial 
implementation dates been set.  Current programs of study remain in effect.   
 
Alberta Education will continue to engage education partners, teachers, parents, students, and the broader 
community regarding the development of future provincial curriculum to ensure it prepares young Albertans for 
success. 
 
For more information about next steps for Curriculum Redesign, please contact Paul Lamoureux, Executive 
Director, French Education Services Sector, at Paul.Lamoureux@gov.ab.ca or 780-422-7793.  Dial 310-0000 first 
for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
For more information about Curriculum Development Prototyping, contact Merla Bolender, Executive Director, 
Programs of Study and Resources for Implementation Sector, at Merla.Bolender@gov.ab.ca or 780-644-2530.  Dial 
310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
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Results of Student Learning Assessments Pilot Available 
The pilot administration for the Grade 3 Student Learning Assessments (SLAs) this past fall proved to be an 
excellent learning experience for students, teachers, administrators and Alberta Education staff. 
 
On December 3, 2014, the SLA pilot administration results became available on the SLA digital dashboard.  
Teachers throughout the province are now able to examine their students’ results through the interactive SLA digital 
dashboard.  Nowhere else in the world do teachers have digital access to information from a large scale assessment 
where they can look up the question, a student’s answer, the correct answer and see the connections to both the 
programs of study and the literacy/numeracy components.  Teachers are encouraged to share these results with 
parents and guardians through conversations centered on student strength and areas for improvements. 
 
The focus of the two-year pilot of the SLA remains on improving the assessment instrument, ensuring it is a valuable 
tool for teachers, parents and students, and that it meets the three purposes for which it was designed: 
• improve student learning (primary purpose); 
• enhance instruction for students; and 
• assure Albertans the education system is meeting the needs of students and achieves the outcomes of the 

Ministerial Order on Student Learning. 
 
The release of the SLA results represents the achievement of a significant milestone and is a reflection of the hard 
work of teachers, administrators, jurisdictional staff and Alberta Education staff as well as our education partners 
(Alberta School Councils’ Association, Alberta Teachers’ Association, Alberta School Boards Association, College 
of Alberta School Superintendents and the Alberta Assessment Consortium). 
 
For further information, please contact Sean Wells, Director, Achievement Testing Program and Document 
Production and Design Branch, at Sean.Wells@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-6204.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta. 
 
 

Inclusive Education 
 
Building a Shared Understanding for Supporting Every Student Video Series 
Alberta Education has added a new resource, Building a Shared Understanding for Supporting Every Student, at 
http://education.alberta.ca/inclusion (English) and http://education.alberta.ca/inclusionfr (Français).  
 
The goal of this video series is to build a common understanding about inclusion, learner differences and 
supporting students with disabilities. 
 
The nine video clips and accompanying conversation guides help school and jurisdiction leaders engage their 
communities in conversations about inclusive education. 
 
Video topics include: 
• Valuing All Students 
• Changing How We Talk About Disabilities 
• Using Differentiated Instruction to Support All Learners 
• Making Sense of Universal Design for Learning 
• Using Assistive Technology to Support Learning 
• Scaffolding for Student Success 
• Understanding Response to Intervention (RTI) 



 

3 

 
 PAGE 3 

• Using a Positive Behaviour Approach to Support Learning 
• Rethinking the Roles of Educational Assistants 
 
For further information, please contact: 
• Joy Malloch, Education Manager, Learner Services Branch, at Joy.Malloch@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6078;  
• Lise Belzile, Team Lead, Inclusive Education, Early Learning, French Language Education Services, at 

Lise.Belzile@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-7794; or  
• Penny Natos-Parrila, Team Lead, Inclusive Curriculum Standards, at Penny.Natos-Parrila@gov.ab.ca or at 

780-422-0988.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 
 
Pink Shirt Day 
Bullying in any form is unacceptable and everyone has a role to play in promoting healthy relationships and 
preventing bullying. 
 
On February 25, you can participate in creating a welcoming, caring, respectful, safe and inclusive environment 
by: 
• wearing a pink shirt; 
• tweeting a photo of yourself using #albertapink; and 
• learning more about why Pink Shirt Day started and other ways to get involved by visiting 

http://www.bullyfreealberta.ca/. 

For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth Branch, at Marilyn.Huber@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta.  
 
 

Teaching and Leadership 
 
Moving Forward with High School Redesign 
On December 16, 2015, Alberta Education invited Superintendents of Public, Separate, Francophone and 
Charter School Boards to participate in a fourth intake of schools in Moving Forward with High School 
Redesign.  By participating in this exciting initiative, schools can join over 150 schools that are: 
• rethinking how high school can ensure learning is inclusive and student-centred; 
• focusing on action research on high school redesign; 
• collaborating with all education stakeholders; and 
• organizing outside of the 25-hour-per-credit requirement. 
 
Through Moving Forward with High School Redesign, teachers, principals and superintendents are working 
with students, parents and community members to rethink and redesign high schools across Alberta.  This work 
is critical as we prepare students to be active, engaged and successful participants in an increasingly knowledge-
based and global society.  
 
For more information about High School Redesign, please visit the website at 
https://ideas.education.alberta.ca/hsc/redesigning.  
 
Be sure to check out the videos and accompanying discussion guides recently posted.  They are focused on 
three of the Foundational Principles of High School Redesign:  Mastery Learning, Flexible Learning 
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Environments and Rigorous and Relevant Curriculum. These resources can serve as a great starting point to 
engage your community in a conversation about High School Redesign.  
 
For further information, please contact Susan Poole, at Susan.Poole@gov.ab.ca or at 403-297-5026; or Dana 
Antaya-Moore, at Dana.Antaya-Moore@gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-4498.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access 
in Alberta. 
 
Action on High School Success 
The Action on High School Success project has concluded.  A video showcasing the insights that emerged from 
the collaboration between J.A. Williams High School, Northern Lights School Division, CASS and Alberta 
Education is available at http://ideas.education.alberta.ca/hsc/current-projects/action-on-high-school-success/. 
 
Key elements that contributed to a cultural shift which positively re-energized J.A. Williams School include: 
•  use of data; 
• engagement of students; 
• understanding of assessment; 
• professional development focused on the practicality of teaching; and 
• building of positive relationships. 
  
For further information, please contact Dana Antayá-Moore, Education Manager, Metro Services Branch, at 
Dana.Antaya-Moore@gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-4498.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
2015 Language Teacher Bursary: Reminder of the February 10 Application Deadline 
Certificated teachers of languages other than English who are interested in a summer 2015 program abroad in a 
language immersion/language teaching methodology may apply for a bursary through the Language Teacher 
Bursary Program.  For more information and application forms, go to 
http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=874 .  (Note:  Only individuals who have not received 
these bursaries within the last five years may apply.) 
 
Language Bursary for Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Languages  
Elders, teachers or instructors of First Nations, Métis and Inuit languages in grades 1 to 12 who plan to take a 
credit course summer 2015 at a Canadian university focusing on language, culture and/or pedagogical 
development (e.g., the Canadian Indigenous Languages and Literacy Development Institute), may apply for a 
bursary through the Language Bursary Program for Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Languages.  For 
more information and application forms, go to http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=2961 . 
 
Bursary Application Deadline:  The provincial deadline is February 10, 2015; however, local deadlines may be 
earlier.   
 
For further information, please contact Alberta Scholarship Programs at 780-427-8640.  Dial 310-0000 for toll-
free access in Alberta. 
 


