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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
• April 1, 2015 – Submission deadline for the 2016-2019 Capital Plan 
• April 17 to 19, 2015 – 7th Annual Speak Out Conference, Edmonton 
• March 18, 2015 – Tell Them From Me Networking Session, Airdrie 
• March 20, 2015 – Tell Them From Me Networking Session, Edmonton 
 
 

Curriculum 
 
Conference Supports Comprehensive School Health 
The sixth annual Shaping the Future conference was held on January 28-30, 2015.  The conference brought 
together over 450 representatives from across the province supporting the implementation of comprehensive 
school health (CSH).  
 
Participants were empowered to learn about and consider the implementation of CSH to improve health and 
learning outcomes for Alberta children and youth in school communities.  Delegates represented health, 
education, active living, community and recreation.  
 
For further information on Shaping the Future 2015 visit www.everactive.org/. 
 
Healthy School Community Awards Winners Announced 
The 2014 Healthy School Communities Award winners were announced January 29, 2015 at the Shaping the Future 
Conference. 
 
The event celebrated individual, school, school district and community champions who work together to achieve 
positive health outcomes for children and youth.  Twelve champions were recognized for their contributions to a 
healthy school community in the following categories:  
• Individual 
• School  
• Community 
• School District  
 
For further information on the award recipients please visit www.healthyalberta.com/. 
 
Student Learning Assessments and Provincial Achievement Tests 
On February 5, 2015, Deputy Minister Lorna Rosen sent the following update to all Superintendents on the 
implementation and development of the Grade 6 Student Learning Assessments (SLAs), which were originally 
scheduled to be piloted in fall 2015.  
 
"As the Ministry works toward implementing the SLAs to better support student success, it is essential that a 
deliberate and thoughtful process continues to be followed.  Through conversations with stakeholder groups, 
education staff heard that more time is needed to ensure the Grade 3 SLAs are a valuable assessment tool for 
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teachers, parents, students and Albertans before transitioning from Provincial Achievement Tests (PATs) to SLAs in 
Grades 6 and 9.  The second year of the Grade 3 pilot administration will allow further opportunities to ensure that 
the SLA is a valuable tool that meets its three purposes:  
• improve student learning (primary purpose); 
• enhance instruction for students; and  
• assure Albertans the education system is meeting the needs of students and achieves the outcomes of the 

Ministerial Order on Student Learning. 
 
The Grade 6 SLA pilot will be rescheduled with a target of fall 2016 for the first administration.  As a result, the 
May-June 2015 and May-June 2016 Grade 6 PATs will be a regular, full administration across the province.  
Capturing stakeholder feedback over the course of the two-year Grade 3 SLA pilot helps ensure that Alberta 
maintains a high-quality assessment system.”  
 
The new implementation schedule has been updated on Alberta Education’s SLA website at 
http://education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/curriculum/student-learning-assessments.aspx.   
 
For further information, please contact Sean Wells, Director, Achievement Testing & Student Learning 
Assessments, at Sean.Wells@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-0010.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
 

Inclusive Education 
 
Supporting Healthy and Successful Transitions to Adulthood:  A Plan to Prevent and Reduce Youth 
Homelessness 
The Government of Alberta recently released Supporting Healthy and Successful Transitions to Adulthood:  A 
Plan to Prevent and Reduce Youth Homelessness, found at http://humanservices.alberta.ca/documents/plan-to-
prevent-and-reduce-youth-homelessness.pdf.  Over 400 Albertans, including 200 youth contributed to the 
development of this plan.  
 
No one chooses to be homeless and it can happen to anyone.  There are many pathways that lead to youth 
homelessness and the factors are multiple and complex.  The plan recognizes that homeless youth need 
specialized attention and services and has established a unified, integrated, provincial response to youth 
homelessness that engages government, communities, parents, and youth in building solutions.  The plan also 
identifies innovative approaches to help Alberta’s vulnerable young people become contributing members of 
their communities.  Strategies in the new plan shift the emphasis to preventing incidents of homelessness and 
increasing housing and support services.  The plan takes a ‘families first’ approach where youth are supported 
to return home when possible, recognizing that some youth will need other supports.  Targeted responses will 
support specific needs of subpopulations of youth, including LGBTQ, Aboriginal and immigrant youth. 
 
All Alberta youth should have a safe, supportive and nurturing home.  Government recognizes that this requires 
many people working together to build and sustain healthy relationships and capacity in families and 
communities to reduce and prevent youth homelessness.   
 
For further information, please contact Dena Davis, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth Branch, at Dena.Davis@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6547.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta. 
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Teaching and Leadership 
 
Success by Design:  7th Annual Speak Out Conference, April 17 to 19, 2015 
Speak Out is trying something new!   

 
Students 14 to 19 years are invited to join us on a journey using design thinking 
to tackle topics that impact them at this year’s 7th Annual Speak Out Conference.  
Over the past few years, students have had opportunities to Speak Out.  Now it’s 
time to …TAKE ACTION. 
 
For this year’s journey, student design teams will consist of four to eight 
members and a coach who will guide and support them as they develop their 
action project.  A team of mentors consisting of individuals from Alberta 

Education, community and business will work with students and provide guidance and feedback on their 
projects.  Through a design process, design teams will develop actionable solutions including a project plan that 
they can present and implement back in their schools. 
 
What is design thinking? 
Design thinking is a method for creative problem solving.  A design challenge is a creative opportunity to 
design meaningful solutions for in the classroom, at your school and in your community.  The design process is 
human-centred and will engage designers to first “seek to understand' the topic from multiple points of view.  
Teams will learn design thinking skills which they can use to solve real life problems. 
 
The Speak Out Team appreciates your assistance to help promote this exciting event within your educational 
community and hopes to see teams at the conference from every school.  Registration is now open. 
 
For more information, check out the Speak Out Conference website at www.timewise.biz/speakout and register 
today.  If you have additional questions about the conference, please contact the Speak Out Team at 
speakout@gov.ab.ca. 
 
Tell Them From Me Networking Sessions 
Alberta Education and The Learning Bar will be hosting networking sessions March 18, 2015 in Airdrie and 
March 20, 2015 in Edmonton.  The sessions are for those using Tell Them From Me (TTFM) as part of the 
Alberta Education/The Learning Bar project.  These sessions will focus particularly on successful practices for 
using the TTFM results to provide direction and to engage schools and school jurisdiction communities.  
 
The Learning Bar co-founder and CEO Dr. Douglas Willms will be speaking at both sessions.  Alberta 
Education and The Learning Bar are asking for presenters from participating jurisdictions to share their own 
TTFM successes and promising practices. Jurisdiction teams will have the opportunity to share their 
experiences and learn how to best use TTFM data.  Possible topics include: 
1.      Using TTFM results to engage school/jurisdiction stakeholders 
2.      Action Research Projects using TTFM Results 
3.      Preparing Students for the Survey 
4.      Best Practices for Reviewing Results 
5.      Involving Staff with the Analysis of Results  
6.      TTFM Data and Improvement Planning 
7.      Supporting your School Coordinators in Data Exploration  
8.      Engaging Students through TTFM Results 
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The goal of the day is to learn what is working in schools and jurisdictions and to support one another with data 
exploration and improvement work.  We are anticipating sharing sessions will range 30-60 minutes in length, 
including time for reflection and questions.  If you are interested in delivering a session on one of the listed 
topics or another that you think would be of interest to your colleagues, please contact Stephanie Robinson, 
Account Success Manager, at Stephanie.r@thelearningbar.com. 
  
As space is limited, we are anticipating jurisdiction teams consisting of five individuals, including District 
Coordinators.  Jurisdictions are encouraged to include a student team member so their perspective is reflected in 
our sessions.  Additional spots may become available once the number of participants is confirmed.  To assist 
with planning, a preliminary count of the number of participants from each jurisdiction would be required.  To 
indicate intentions to attend or for further information,  please contact Anthony Warren, Education Manager, 
Metro Services Branch at anthony.warren@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-9310.   Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 
access in Alberta.  
 
 

Operational Information 
 
2016-2019 Capital Plan Submission 
This year’s submission deadline for the 2016-2019 Capital Plan is April 1, 2015.  
 
Every jurisdiction is required to review and update all capital projects in their submission to ensure that the data 
in the Web-based Application Program (WAP) is current and accurate.  Please ensure that all projects submitted 
in the first year of the plan contain as much detail as possible, including information regarding any potential 
partnerships.  This will enable department staff to fully understand the scope of each project and the criteria that 
supports the urgency of the priority so it can be properly evaluated.  
 
Following are the requirements for this year’s submission: 
• The submission deadline is April 1, 2015. 
• All components of a project must be included in a single submission (e.g., a modernization with a small 

addition and a partial demolition of a school is one project). 
• All projects, regardless of category, must be prioritized into a single list from highest to lowest priority. 

Please include starter schools and capital school projects that were approved planning funds as part of the 
Government of Alberta’s Phase 3 announcement in 2014 until such time that funds for construction of these 
projects are made available. 

• Be sure to append all required attachments, including site checklists. 
 
Accuracy in capital plans is essential as recommendations for project approval are based on the most recent 
information and priorities provided in these submissions.  Advocacy for jurisdiction projects is possible only to 
the extent that a strong and compelling case has been made in the capital plan submission. 
 
Education staff are available to answer any questions and support jurisdictions in the development of their 
priorities and supporting documentation. 
 
For further information, please contact Michael Ediger, Director, North Region, Capital Planning at 
Michael.Ediger@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2083 or Avi Habinski, Director, South Region, Capital Planning at 
Avi.Habinski@gov.ab.ca or at 780 427-2272.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 
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Program Unit Funding Audit 
Program Unit Funding (PUF) is provided by Alberta Education to school authorities for Early Childhood 
Services (ECS) for children with severe disabilities/delays who require additional support beyond that offered in 
a regular ECS program. 
 
A new PUF application process was introduced for the 2014/2015 school year for public, separate, Francophone 
and charter schools, as well as designated special education ECS programs.  All other private ECS operators 
continue to submit all evidence of eligibility to Alberta Education for pre-approval.  The process was designed 
to decrease the administrative work associated with PUF and ensure information was securely and efficiently 
submitted to the ministry.   
 
Identification of children whose disabilities/delays meet PUF eligibility is done by school-based personnel.  
Only summary information is sent to Learner Services Branch, rather than all assessment and/or diagnostic 
reports.  All reports/evidence supporting eligibility for a PUF application is kept by the school authority and 
must be available upon request by Alberta Education. 
 
In keeping with our accountability requirements, Alberta Education is conducting a PUF audit using a 10 per 
cent sample of PUF applications.   
 
School authorities have been notified of children’s names in the sample, what to submit for audit, the process 
for submission of documents and the timelines.  All files for audit were to be submitted to Alberta Education 
using the PUF SharePoint no later than end of day February 28, 2015. 
 
An Alberta Education team will review the files to determine if they meet eligibility criteria.  Alberta Education 
will communicate the findings of the audit to individual school authorities.  If there is a significant number of 
files (20 per cent) in a particular school authority ‘not meeting eligibility criteria’, Alberta Education will 
request an additional 10 per cent sample of that authority’s total for review.  Funding for any file that does not 
meet eligibility criteria will result in a payment adjustment to the school authority. 
 
For further information, please contact Sandra Shepitka-Boyle, Senior Manager, Learner Services Branch, at 
Sandra.Shepitka-Boyle@gov.ab.ca  or at 780-427-4159.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
 

Questions from the Field 
 
Q: The Social Studies Grade 6 PAT results were somewhat lower overall.  Some people say the test was 

harder.  What does the department say? 

A: The 2014 Grade 6 Social Studies Provincial Achievement Test was actually slightly easier than the previous 
year.  However, the 2014 students did not demonstrate the same level of performance as the 2013 students.  
The Ministry is able to compare student performance from year to year as well as track the relative difficulty 
level of the test.  For those interested in the technical details, that information follows. 

 
From year to year, the difficulty of the Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test will vary slightly but these 
differences are accounted for in the equating process.  Statistical equating ensures that the same standard of 
performance (i.e., the Acceptable Standard or the Standard of Excellence) can be maintained over time.  
This ensures that changes in provincial achievement rates are the results of actual differences in 
performance and not simply a result of random differences in difficulty.  If the equating process reveals that 
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a test has become harder or easier, necessary adjustments to the cut-scores are made: slightly easier tests 
would have a slightly higher cut score and slightly harder tests would have a slightly lower cut score.  

 
The Grade 6 Social Studies Achievement Test was slightly easier in 2014.  We can see  
evidence of this by comparing the performance differences in the table below:   

	  

According to this table, students in 2014 were slightly outperformed by their counterparts in 2013 on the 
common items that appeared on both tests (These cells have been highlighted in yellow – a difference of 0.3 
on 24 items).  This means that students in 2014 were overall slightly weaker in achievement than students in 
2013 by about 1.3% (this can be calculated as 0.3/24).  

 
If the 2014 students are slightly weaker by 1.3%, we would expect this same difference on the unique items 
IF the two tests were identical in overall difficulty.  As you can see from the cells highlighted in blue, the 
2014 students did better on the unique items (a difference of 0.6 on 26 items = 2.3%).  That means the 
unique items on 2014 were actually easier than those in 2013.  

 
Consequently the 2014 test, as a whole, was slightly easier than the test in 2013.  To adjust this difference in 
test difficulty and equalize the playing ground, the cut score of 2014 was adjusted slightly upward. 

 
Q: Where are SLAs going and when will districts get the aggregated results for consideration and future 

planning? 

A: The Grade 3 SLA Pilot has been extended for a second year.  For the Fall 2014 SLA 3 Pilot, only student 
reports are available electronically to teachers via the SLA Dashboard.  To ensure results are interpreted 
within the context of a pilot, we encourage teachers to discuss student results with parents.   
On February 5, 2015, Education Deputy Minister Lorna Rosen sent an email to Superintendents providing 
an important update on the implementation and development of the Grade 6 Student Learning Assessments 
(SLAs), which were originally scheduled to be piloted in fall 2015. 
 
The Deputy Minister indicated that: 
• It is essential that a deliberate and thoughtful process continues to be followed, as we work toward 

implementing the SLAs to better support student success.  
• Through our conversations with stakeholder groups, we have heard that more time is needed to ensure 

the Grade 3 SLAs are a valuable assessment tool for teachers, parents, students and Albertans before 
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transitioning from PATs to SLAs in Grades 6 and 9.  The second year of the Grade 3 pilot 
administration will allow further opportunities to ensure that the SLA is a valuable tool that meets its 
three purposes:  
- improve student learning (primary purpose); 
- enhance instruction for students; and  
- assure Albertans the education system is meeting the needs of students and achieves the outcomes of 

the Ministerial Order on Student Learning. 
 
• The Grade 6 SLA pilot will be rescheduled, with a target of fall 2016 for the first administration.  As a 

result, the May-June 2015 and May-June 2016 Grade 6 Provincial Achievement Tests will be a regular, 
full administration across the province.  Capturing stakeholder feedback over the course of the two-year 
Grade 3 SLA pilot helps ensure that Alberta maintains a high-quality assessment system.   

 
Also on February 5, 2015, Alberta Education Communications sent an email to District Communications 
Contacts to provide the following messaging to assist in responding to questions from parents or teachers: 
• Alberta Education is committed to working with school authorities in the best interest of our students. 
• There has been a great deal of anticipation and enthusiasm for continuing to move ahead with the SLAs 

in Grades 3, 6 and 9. 
• A two-year pilot (rather than a one-year pilot) of the Grade 3 SLA will best ensure the implementation 

of a valuable assessment tool for teachers, parents, students and Albertans. 
• More time is needed to work on the Grade 3 SLAs before transitioning to SLAs in Grades 6 and 9. 
• Thus, the Grade 6 SLA pilot will be rescheduled, with a target of fall 2016 for the first administration.  
• It is recognized that schools may not have planned on administering Grade 6 PATs this year.  However, 

as in any pilot, there are learnings and adjustments that occur, including timelines. 
• PATs are one way of enabling Alberta Education, school boards, superintendents, principals and 

teachers, to assess how well students are meeting provincial standards while also identifying strengths or 
areas for improvement in local programs. 

• Alberta Education is committed to fully implementing new SLAs in the early grades, but removing or 
suspending the current achievement tests in the absence of a reasonable alternative would remove an 
important method of public assurance that the education system is performing well. 

• Alberta Education did not make this decision lightly.  However, in order to ensure student success, it is 
important to continue with the PATs until the SLAs are implemented. 

 


