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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
• April 17–19, 2015 – 7th Annual Speak Out Conference, Edmonton 
• April 24–26, 2015 – Alberta School Councils’ Association Conference, Edmonton 
 
 

Certificate of School Completion 
 
As of April 1, 2015, a new process will be in place for Certificate of School Completion 
applications.  Certificates will now be automatically generated using student information in the Provincial 
Approach to Student Information (PASI) upon nomination through the Credentials tab by the principal/assistant 
principal of the student’s school.  This will bring the certificate in line with the other high school credentials 
that are automatically generated through PASI.  The submission period for the 2014/2015 school year will open 
on April 1, 2015 and extend to December 31, 2015. 
 
The Certificate of School Completion can be awarded to students with a significant cognitive disability who 
have competed their high school education. 
 
This certificate can be awarded based on the criteria below: 
• The student, due to a significant cognitive disability, is not able to achieve any of the following certificates 

or diplomas:  
− Alberta High School Diploma  
− Diplôme d’études secondaires de l’Alberta 
− High School Equivalency Diploma  
− Diplôme d’équivalence d’études secondaires  
− Certificate of Achievement (IOP)  
− Certificat de réussite 
− Certificate of High School Achievement (Knowledge and Employability)  
− Certificat de réussite d’études secondaires (Connaissances et employabilité)  

• The student has worked on the goals and objectives in their instructional support plan 
• By the end of the current school year, the nominee has been a student for at least 12 years (and is 17 years of 

age by March 1 of the current year) 
• The nomination is submitted during the student’s last year of high school 
• The student’s registration on PASI usually includes one of the following special education codes at the time 

of school completion: 41, 43, 44, 52.  Registrations containing other special education codes can be 
submitted through PASI but will be reviewed manually by Learner Services.  

 
If you require access to PASI, please contact your school authority’s data coordinator.   
 
Information on the Certificate of School Completion can be found at 
http://education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent/schoolleaders/certificate.aspx 
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For additional information regarding student eligibility for the certificate, contact Learner Services Branch, at 
LearnerServices@gov.ab.ca or at 780-415-0783.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
 

Early Learning and Care Curriculum Framework 
 
As part of the Early Childhood Development provincial priority initiative, Education and Human Services have 
been working with MacEwan University and Mount Royal University on the development of an Early Learning 
and Care Curriculum (ELCC) Framework.  The framework, while developed primarily for the child care field, 
was also piloted in a few sites that have Early Childhood Services (ECS) programming in addition to child care 
in the same location.  School authorities have expressed interest about the applicability of the curriculum 
framework in ECS programs serving children younger than Kindergarten age.  Additional field testing in 
school-based classroom settings is planned in the upcoming year.  There are also plans for French translation. 
 
The ELCC Curriculum Framework: Play, Participation, and Possibilities: An Early Learning and Child Care 
Curriculum Framework for Alberta, is now available at www.childcareframework.com.  Please share this with 
staff to support professional conversations and influence pedagogical practice.  Please provide 
acknowledgement, according to the terms of the resource’s copyright, found on page ii.  An interactive eBook is 
planned for release soon.  
 
For additional information, contact Karen Sliwkanich at karen.sliwkanich@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6527.  Dial 
310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 
 
Education Act and Resources to Support Welcoming, Caring, Respectful and Safe Environments 
 
Alberta’s new Education Act was passed in the Legislative Assembly and received Royal Assent on  
December 10, 2012 and work to prepare for proclamation of the Education Act is ongoing, including the work 
that will lead to final approval of the regulations developed in support of the Education Act.  The Education Act 
acknowledges that all education partners have a responsibility to ensure schools are welcoming, caring, 
respectful and safe.  Everyone has a right to feel safe at school. Resources developed to support schools and 
school authorities with implementation of the Education Act can be found at 
http://education.alberta.ca/department/policy/education-act.aspx.  
 
For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 
Children and Youth, Marilyn.Huber@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231.  Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 
Alberta.  
 
 

Speak Out Conference 2015 … What makes a leader? 
 

A leader is somebody who can imagine the future and help others get there.  A leader 
thinks outside the box, fails, gets feedback and tries again because they believe in 
making a difference.  The best part is that we all have the ability to be a leader.  At this 
year's Speak Out Conference in Edmonton, April 17 to 19, 2015, students 14 to 19 years 
of age will get the chance to demonstrate and strengthen leadership skills that will 
continue to serve them through school and beyond.  
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Teams of four to eight students will work with a coach to practice their leadership skills.  Students will take 
leadership roles in action projects that involve planning, organizing, creating, designing and presenting.  Action 
project topics include citizenship, leadership, safe and caring schools, student engagement, and well-being.  
Through this process, they will be supported by topic experts from government, business and not-for-profit 
organizations and experts in entrepreneurship, technology and communications. 
 
Don't miss out on this student leadership opportunity.  Register online at www.timewise.biz/speakout.   
 
For further information, please contact the Speak Out Team at speakout@gov.ab.ca. 
 
 

Questions from the Field 
 
Q: What does “assure Albertans” mean when the Deputy Minister indicates that one of the three 

purposes of SLAs is to assure Albertans the education system is meeting the needs of students and 
achieves the outcomes of the Ministerial Order on Student Learning?  How will the assurance reports 
be shared and with who?  Where will they be shared?  

 
A: SLA information should support students, parents and teachers in planning personalized student learning.  

The format of the reports and how they will be communicated with Albertans will be shared when it 
becomes available. 

 
Q: Why did principals and vice-principals not have access to the SLA reports, and only teachers could 

access the results?  School and district administrators need access to the results to plan for 
improvement.  Will administrators have access next year and in the future?  What is the plan going 
forward?   

 
A: The SLA application developers are currently working to add this functionality.  
 

The Deputy Minister communicated to Superintendents on December 3, 2014, that individual student results 
were available to teachers through the SLA Digital Dashboard.  Parent, school and authority reports will not 
be released by the ministry during the first year of the Grade 3 SLA Pilot. 

 
 Please continue to check the website for updates on the Fall 2015 Grade 3 SLAs at 

http://education.alberta.ca/admin/testing/student-learning-assessments.aspx. 
 
Q: Will SLA reports include school and authority results as well as individual results? 
 
A: Yes, the intention is to provide school and authority reports in the future. 
 

Please contact Paul Lamoureux at paul.lamoureux@gov.ab.ca or Sean Wells at sean.wells@gov.ab.ca if you 
have further questions. 

 


