
Alberta School Boards Association – Zone 5 
MINUTES 

Friday, March 6, 2015 
 

In Attendance 
 Mary Stengler     CTR Catholic 
 Joanne Van Donzel    CTR Catholic 
 Helen Clease     ASBA 

Scott McCormack    ASBA 
 Doug Gardner     Foothills School Division - ASBA 

Jeannine Tucker    Foothills School Division  
 Pam Halverson     Alberta Education 
 Ron Taylor     Alberta Education 

Bev LaPeare     Rocky View Schools 
Colleen Munro     Rocky View Schools 

 Joyce Bazant     Golden Hills School Division 
 Dave Price     Golden Hills School Division 
 Arlene Rheaume    Canadian Rockies 

Amber Stewart    Calgary Board of Education 
Pamela King     Calgary Board of Education - ASBA 

 Cheryl Low (Acting Chair)    Calgary Catholic 
Angie Warwick    Prairie Land 

 Lynne Shemko     Recording Secretary 
 
Regrets: 
 Anne-Marie Boucher     FrancoSud 
   
  
 
Call to Order 
 Acting Chair Cheryl Low called the meeting to order at 9:35 a.m. 
 
Introductions 

Acting Chair Cheryl Low conducted introductions with the meeting attendees. 
 

Approval of Agenda 
 Joanne Van Donzel motioned that the Agenda for the March 6, 2015 meeting be approved as 
submitted. 

Carried 
 
Approval of Minutes 

 Arlene Rheaume motioned the minutes of February 6, 2015 be approved as submitted. 
Carried 

 
Business Arising from the Minutes 

No new business arising from the minutes.  
 



Correspondence 
No correspondence 

 
Chair Report – Cheryl Low (on behalf of Anne-Marie Boucher) 

 Edwin Parr deadline is March 20, 2015 

 Deadline submission for bylaw amendments is March 27, 2015 

Vice-Chair Report – Cheryl Low 

 No report 
 
Directives for Action 

CBE spoke of the possibility of bringing forward Financial Literacy as part of the curriculum. This 

request falls under Directive for Action (ASBA is available for support to bring forward). Left for 

discussion at the April 10, 2015 meeting  

Action: Lynne/Edith to include this item on April 10, 2015 agenda 

 
 

REPORTS 
 

ASBA Director’s Report, Doug Gardner 

Review of ASBA Highlights, February 2015 

 The ASBA Board of Directors adopted 13 assumptions (see ASBA Highlights) to guide staff 
as they develop a draft 2015-2016 budget. The ASBA Board of Directors and 
administration are committed to finding budget efficiencies and to promoting 
transparency for the budget. Guided by the assumptions, staff will present a draft budget 
and options to the ASBA Board of Directors at its March 12/13, 2015 meeting. The board 
will consider these options and finalize a draft budget, which the board of directors will 
present to school boards at the Spring General Meeting. 

 

ASBA Executive/Staff Report, Helen Clease and Scott McCormack 

 The four partner (Alberta School Councils, CASS, ASBA, ASBOAmeeting has been 
rescheduled. TBA 

 A rough draft of the budget will be presented to the ASBA Board of Directors at its March 
meeting. The board will finalize a draft budget, which it will present to school boards at 
the Spring General Meeting (June 1). School boards will vote on the 2015-2016 budget 
at the Spring General Meeting in Red Deer

 Guide to Community Engagement: Resources, information sheet and Toolkit for budget 

support and community engagement. Encouraged to have your voice heard. Please fill out 

the Budget Backgrounder (once available) and email to Helen. Note this will only be 

available after the budget is announced. The path to the document will be under 

Community Engagement, Handouts, Budget Backgrounder at: 

http://www.asba.ab.ca/services/resources/community-engagement/  

 The Strategic Plan, with input from all Boards, is being worked on for 2015-2016  

http://www.asba.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/highlights_feb15.pdf
http://www.asba.ab.ca/services/resources/community-engagement/
http://www.asba.ab.ca/services/resources/community-engagement/


 Timelines for advocacy is also in the works. Helen indicated they would be more proactive 

next year, starting this process in September. Moving forward, there will be 3 advocacy 

committees working on funding, infrastructure, and on the role of Boards. ASBA continues 

to advocate for Northland School Division 

 SLA Field testing will take place this May 

 Zone chairs have been invited to attend the ASBA May meeting 

 National School Boards Association/Canadian School Boards Association work 

 NSBA/CSBA sharing of resources, support, communications 

 ASBA was very appreciative of the valuable time and support given 

 ASBA technology review 

 No cost for these services. NSBA only asks for recognition of this support  

 NSBA Annual Conference is in Nashville March 21- 23, 2015 

 The preparations for the ASBA Spring General Meeting are in full swing. There will be 

many workshops and breakout sessions offered 

 As a follow up from Fall General Meeting, a survey was emailed to attendees. Please 

take the time to complete 

 Education Act/Draft Regulations – S. McCormack met with the consultants on how ASBA 

can use the resources available and help Boards with their policy and regulation 

transitions. Check the ASBA website for up to date Toolkit resources to be posted. Despite 

uncertain times ahead, the decision is to still move forward with these transitions 

 S. McCormack attended the Rural Symposium March 1-3, 2015. Education Minister Dirks 

spoke positively on the 70/30 Diploma weighting proposal, infrastructure and FNMI in his 

opening speech 

Questions and Discussion: 

ELL progress 

 ELL and FNMI, Health and Wellness are being discussed. Looking at forming a 

possible task force (what is the task) or committee (what is the mandate). Will be 

brought forward to the Board next week. Suggestion by J. VanDonzel for an ELL 

symposium. Resources/funding plays a big role in decisions in these areas 

Budget 

 Suggestion was made for joint advocacy on the budget issues and to encourage 

public voice between now and the end of the month 

 CBE is trying for consistency in their messaging about the budget. They have 

provided their stakeholders a 4 page background sheet  

 More support and voices are needed 

 RVSD will have a media release of their high-level priorities, keeping in line with 

their 4 year plan 

Policy/Regulations 

 C. Low suggested this be revisited in May/June when planning for September. 

Suggested the ASBA consultants come back for this process. Decided to have this 

http://www.nsba.org/conference
http://www.asba.ab.ca/education-act-implementation/


as a standing item on the Zone agenda. Watch for an upcoming email with a 

timeline for this process 

Action: Lynne/Edith to add Policy/Regulations as a standing item on all upcoming 

agendas 

 

Any further questions or comments please email Helen at hclease@rockyview.ab.ca or 

Scott at smccormack@asba.ab.ca  

 

Meeting recessed at 11:05 am 

Meeting reconvened at 11:25 am 

 

In-Camera (if needed) 

 

Alberta Education, Pam Halverson, Metro Services Division 

Review of March 2015 Director’s Report 

 Over 450 representatives from health, education, active living, community and recreation, 

attended the Shaping the Future conference in January. Visit www.everactive.org for 

more information. The Healthy School Community Award winners were also announced at 

the conference. See www.healthyalberta.com  

 SLA and PAT Update: As was announced at the last ASBA Zone 5 meeting, the Grade 6 

SLA pilot will be rescheduled with a target of fall 2016 for the first administration.  As a 

result, the May-June 2015 and May-June 2016 Grade 6 PATs will be a regular, full 

administration across the province. The new implementation schedule has been updated on 

Alberta Education’s SLA website. Contact is Sean Wells, Director, Achievement Testing & 

Student Learning Assessments, at Sean.Wells@gov.ab.ca 

 The Government of Alberta recently released Supporting Healthy and Successful 

Transitions to Adulthood:  A Plan to Prevent and Reduce Youth Homelessness, found 

at http://humanservices.alberta.ca/documents/plan-to-prevent-and-reduce-youth-

homelessness.pdf  

 Success by Design:  7th Annual Speak Out Conference, April 17 to 19, 2015 

Students will be on design teams consisting of four to eight members and a coach who will 

guide and support them as they develop their action project through a Design Thinking 

process. 

 Tell Them From Me Networking Sessions (TTFM) 

Alberta Education and The Learning Bar will be hosting networking sessions March 18, 

2015 in Airdrie and March 20, 2015 in Edmonton.  The sessions are for those using TTFM 

as part of the Alberta Education/The Learning Bar project and will focus on successful 

practices using the TTFM results to provide direction and to engage schools and school 

jurisdiction communities. For further information, please contact Anthony Warren, Education 

Manager, Metro Services Branch at anthony.warren@gov.ab.ca 

 2016-2019 Capital Plan Submission 

The submission deadline is April 1, 2015. 

mailto:hclease@rockyview.ab.ca
mailto:smccormack@asba.ab.ca
https://asbazone5.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/directorsreport_march2015.pdf
http://www.everactive.org/
http://www.healthyalberta.com/
http://education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/curriculum/student-learning-assessments.aspx
mailto:Sean.Wells@gov.ab.ca
http://humanservices.alberta.ca/documents/plan-to-prevent-and-reduce-youth-homelessness.pdf 
http://humanservices.alberta.ca/documents/plan-to-prevent-and-reduce-youth-homelessness.pdf 
http://www.timewise.biz/speakout
mailto:anthony.warren@gov.ab.ca


 All components of a project must be included in a single submission (e.g., a 
modernization with a small addition and a partial demolition of a school is one 
project) 

 All projects, regardless of category, must be prioritized into a single list from highest 
to lowest priority. Please include starter schools and capital school projects that were 
approved planning funds as part of the Government of Alberta’s Phase 3 
announcement in 2014 until such time that funds for construction of these projects are 
made available 

 Be sure to append all required attachments, including site checklists 

 Support for jurisdictions is available by contacting Michael Ediger, Director, North 

Region, Capital Planning at Michael.Ediger@gov.ab.ca, 780-427-2083 or Avi 

Habinski, Director, South Region, Capital Planning at Avi.Habinski@gov.ab.ca, 780 

427-2272 

 Program Unit Funding (PUF) Audit  

 Alberta Education provides this funding to school authorities for Early Childhood 

Services (ECS) for children with severe disabilities/delays who require additional 

support beyond that offered in a regular ECS program. In keeping the accountability 

requirements, Alberta Education is conducting a PUF audit using a 10 per cent sample 

of PUF applications  

 Alberta Education will communicate the findings of the audit to individual school 
authorities.  If there are a significant number of files (20 per cent) in a particular 
school authority ‘not meeting eligibility criteria’, Alberta Education will request an 
additional 10 per cent sample of that authority’s total for review. Funding for any file 
that does not meet eligibility criteria will result in a payment adjustment to the school 
authority. For further information, please contact Sandra Shepitka-Boyle, Senior 
Manager, Learner Services Branch, at Sandra.Shepitka-Boyle@gov.ab.ca, 780427-
4159 

Discussion: 

 Education Act - Feedback from Boards has been most appreciated. Encouraged to 

access support through Randy Clarke.  

 Discussion of Budget communication getting out to stakeholders through a joint effort 

and common messaging. Encouraged to share the Premier’s mandate letter to Minister 

Dirks. 

 SLAs – There have been many questions from the field. The logistics around the grade 

3 pilot and mechanisms to report data from SLAs is forthcoming.  

 Speak Out conference is taking a new direction. Basis is Design Thinking/Problem 

Solving projects. This is a great opportunity for students. Encouraged to promote in 

your schools 

 Program for journeymen through the University of Alberta. Reference: February Zone 

5 meeting minutes, Update section from Marlene Lambe. To inquire about funding for 

these programs contact Ron Taylor RTaylor@gov.ab.ca or Pam Halverson 

pam.halverson@gov.ab.ca. 

 

Second Language Caucus, Joanne Van Donzel 

mailto:Michael.Ediger@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Avi.Habinski@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Sandra.Shepitka-Boyle@gov.ab.ca
https://asbazone5.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/feb6-15.pdf
https://asbazone5.files.wordpress.com/2015/03/feb6-15.pdf
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mailto:pam.halverson@gov.ab.ca


 Thank you to ASBA for writing to the Minister for ELL funding 

 The Second Language task force is thinking of ways to support Boards in implementing ELL 

programs. Suggested a symposium or a workshop during ASBA convention. Would like to 

include SIOP (training program for ESL) at a workshop 

 Joanne has asked Boards to bring questions for the group to the May meeting. 

Lynne/Edith to add to the May 22 Workplan 

 Offered support to schools in their allegiance to immigrant students  

 

 

Networking Group, Amber Stewart, Doug Gardner 

 The group has met and compiled a list of MLAs for the Edwin Parr event 

 A ‘Save the Date’ for Edwin Parr will be out shortly, with follow up calls to MLAs 

confirming attendance 

Discussion: 

 Define purpose and work 

 Relationship building 

 Revisit Advocacy 
Ideas: Edwin Parr: Social event, get to know each other. Suggestions: Scavenger hunt, 
discussion of a more formal fall networking event, Zone 5 Key Communicator news 
brief/flyer, social media campaign. Connect your MLA to your community. They would 
welcome direction from the Zone 

 Priorities alignment (consider 3 provincial advocacy priorities) 

 Two-way communication between the government and Boards/communities. 
Coming forward with solutions  

 Election – suggestion of common messaging 
 
Agreed they will meet again this March and will bring the Zone flyer to review at the April 
meeting. It will contain high-level communication on challenges facing board in relation to 3 
provincial advocacy priorities 

 

Edwin Parr, Angie Warwick 

 Lynne to confirm venue and will email menu to the committee 

 Pamela will contact Anne-Marie (advisor) to get the Edwin Parr binder 

 Invitations to be sent by Zone secretary (electronically) 

 

Field Experiences Policy Advisory, Joanne Van Donzel 

 The advisory committee will be meeting soon and will have a report for the April or May 

Zone 5 meeting  

 Please direct inquiries, feedback to Joanne Van Donzel at jvandonzel@shaw.ca  

 

Labour Relations, Colleen Munro 

 S. McCormack spoke to the announcement of the task force on public sector bargaining, 

very little details on this. End of June to be complete 

mailto:jvandonzel@shaw.ca


 

Regional Consortium, Jeannine Tucker 

 A meeting of the CRC was held last week 

 The new Executive Director is implementing a process for evaluations 

 FNMI culture camp upcoming 

 ARPEC math grant for competencies 

 Upcoming Symposiums: CRC February 2015 Newsletter 

 A Diversity Grant is available through ATA. Deadline April 30, 2015. Cultural Diversity 

resource. These resources are available from the ATA 

 Other resources available through ATA: 

 Inclusion in Alberta: Getting it Right 

 Digital Reporting and Digital Assessment Tools: Evaluating their Value and their 

Impact 

 Working with KAREN Immigrant Students found at Canadian Multicultural 

Education  

 CRC initiating having PL at other places rather than housed at the CRC (travelling PL) 

 

Health Promoting School Collaborative, Cheryl Low, Zone 5 Representative 

 Representatives will be included in the work of the Health Promoting School Collaborative. 

Next meeting is March 16, 2015 at ACH 

 Cheryl will attend the April 2015 School Health Regional Team (SHRT) Meeting 

 

PRESENTATIONS 

 

Presentation on CBE and CSSD Wrap-around Services Partnership (Cheryl and Amber) 
 

Integrated School Support Project Video 

 Two year pilot program is in many CCSD schools, one school is being used a control which 

has no program 

 Partners include Boys & Girls Club, Meals on Wheels, Calgary Reads 

 ISSP information 

 

 

WORK PLAN - Cheryl Low 
 

 Tabled to May 22, 2015 meeting 
 
 
BOARD SHARING AND DISCUSSION PROPOSED ASBA BYLAW CHANGES – Cheryl Low 
 

 Tabled to June 5, 2015 meeting 

https://crcpd.ab.ca/uploads/newsletters/February2015.pdf
http://www.teachers.ab.ca/For%20Members/Programs%20and%20Services/Grants%20Awards%20and%20Scholarships/Pages/Grants%20Supporting%20Diversity%20Equity%20and%20Human%20Rights.aspx
http://www.cmef.ca/
http://www.cmef.ca/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lT3HLcz6rxs&feature=youtu.be
http://newsroom.calgary.ca/news/unique-approach-taken-to-support-students-and-families-in-forest-lawn


 

Upcoming Presentations  

 May 22, 2015 Draft ASBA Budget presentation, Jean Boisvert and Mary Martin 

 

Future Meeting Dates  

Apr. 10, 2015; (May 21, 2015 - Edwin Parr banquet); May 22, 2015; June 5, 2015 

 

Adjournment 

Moved by Amber Stewart that the ASBA Zone 5 meeting of March 6, 2015 be adjourned at 1:25 

pm. 

Carried 

 


