
 

 

Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
 June 30, 2015 – Budget Report Forms due to Alberta Education 

 

 

CTS Bridge to Teacher Certification Program 

 

Funding has been reinstated for 2015/2016 to support the Career and Technology Studies (CTS) 

Bridge to Teaching program. The CTS bridging program provides an opportunity for school 

authorities to apply for $68,000 in funding for each approved application, to assist certificated 

journey persons, health care professionals and information technologists, required for instruction 

in an advanced dual-credit CTS program, to complete a teacher preparation program.  

 

Successful completion of the CTS Bridging Program authorizes the program participant to work 

in schools under a Letter of Authority while continuing to study toward completion of a Bachelor 

of Education and to meet the qualifying requirements for an Interim Professional Certificate.  

 

The deadline for school authorities to submit an application for this funding is June 30, 2015. 

Information, including the schedule and application package, can be found at:  

http://www.education.alberta.ca/media/15045651/cts_bridging_information_and_application_pk

g_2015.pdf 

 

For further information, please contact Lynn Anderson Cook, Senior Manager, Teaching 

Excellence, at Lynn.AndersonCook@gov.ab.ca or 780415-9104. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta.  

 

 

Universal Basic Skills – OECD Report 

 

The Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development’s (OECD) 2015 report Universal 

Basic Skills:  What Countries Stand to Gain suggests that economic growth and social 

development are closely related to the skills of the population. The report emphasizes the 

importance of ensuring that all students are valued and achieve the skills necessary for life, 

especially underperforming student populations. 

 

The report suggests that even high-income countries like Canada stand to gain from ensuring that 

all students receive a high quality education. Setting a standard for achievement for all students 

and supporting our underperforming student populations will have substantial implications for 

our economic well-being. 

 

The report also underscores the importance of preparing students for the modern economy. 

Students need a range of skills to thrive in the modern world, including basic literacy and 

numeracy as well as critical thinking, mathematical reasoning, information and communication 

technology skills, and evidence-based decision making skills. 
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The full report can be found here: http://www.oecd.org/edu/universal-basic-skills-

9789264234833-en.htm. 

 

For further information, please contact Alfred Sakyi, Senior Manager, Corporate Research, 

Research Branch, at Alfred.sakyi@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6846. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-

free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Elementary Mathematics Professional Learning 

 

Education has been working with the Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia and 

other partners to ensure K-6 education stakeholders have a shared understanding of the 

expectations of the mathematics program of studies by providing information sessions across the 

province.  

 

Beginning in the 2015/2016 school year, a series of sessions will be offered at no cost to teachers 

across the province through provincial webinars, regional opportunities, and a variety of 

technology mediated resources. These learning opportunities build upon the sessions that were 

offered in June through October of 2014 regarding the clarifications to the current K–9 

mathematics program, ongoing research and review of the math program by Alberta Education 

staff. These sessions will focus on elementary mathematics and provide additional support to 

teachers in the areas of mathematics content, assessment, choices for instructional practice, 

resources, and communicating with parents.   

 

For more information, please contact Christine Henzel, Director, Mathematics, Arts and 

Communication Branch, at 780-415-8958 or Christine.Henzel@gov.ab.ca. 

 

 

How Welcoming, Caring, Respectful and Safe Is Your Learning Environment? 

 

The Walk Around: A School Leader’s Observation Guide and The Walk Around: Teacher 

Companion Tool have been developed by Alberta Education, with consultation from school 

leaders across Alberta. These resources support schools and school leaders in meeting 

legislative requirement of the amendments to the School Act as of June 1, 2015: namely, that 

welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments are created that foster a sense 

of belonging for students and staff.  

 

The resources are available at 

http://education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent/safeschools.aspx. 

 

For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community 

Supports for Children and Youth at Marilyn.Huber@gov.ab.ca or at 7804223231. Dial 3100000 

first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
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