
   Highlights 
May 7 and 8, 2015 

 
ASBA Board of Directors Meeting 
Board Highlights are circulated to the Board of Directors and ASBA staff after each meeting. 
Directors are asked to circulate these highlights to their respective constituencies. Meeting 
agendas, draft and ratified minutes are available on the ASBA website at www.asba.ab.ca.  
For more information contact Marian Johnson at 1.780.451.7101. 
 
ASBA plans to reach out to incoming government and MLAs  
With the May 5 election of a new provincial government, President Helen Clease is launching a 
focussed effort to meet with key ministers and MLAs over the next six months.  The goal: to put 
education on the legislative agenda. As well as one-on-one meetings, the plan includes inviting the 
incoming minister of education to meet with the ASBA Board of Directors and hosting A day for 
advocacy in the fall. President Clease will circulate the detailed plan in her next board chair’s e-mail.  
 
Board of Directors seeks school boards’ direction re 
membership in the Canadian School Boards Association   
The ASBA spends $30,000 to be a member of the Canadian School Boards Association. There are 
also costs related to attending CSBA board meetings and events.  Against the backdrop of cutting 
half a million dollars to balance the ASBA’s proposed 2015-16 budget, the ASBA Board of Directors 
decided to ask school boards if the ASBA should remain a member of the CSBA.  School boards will 
vote on CSBA membership at the Spring General Meeting. Note: As CSBA bylaws require the 
ASBA to give six months’ notice before withdrawing from the CSBA, school boards’ decision will 
only have an impact on the ASBA’s 2016-17 budget.  Background materials will be circulated shortly.  
 
Board of directors recommends changes to process for calling 
special general meetings to allow for quicker decisions    
In response to the Strengthening the Provincial Voice of School Boards Task Force report – and 
subsequent feedback from school boards – the ASBA Board of Directors is proposing a bylaw 
change that will give the ASBA President the authority to call a Special General Meeting – with 3 
days written notice. The board of directors has also asked administration to explore options for 
convening special general meetings electronically. School boards will vote on this at the upcoming 
Spring General Meeting. Background materials will be provided shortly. 
 
About the Strengthening the Provincial Voice of School Boards Task Force  
The task force’s full report is here:  
The ASBA Board of Directors asked the task force to: 

- Explore avenues to strengthen the ASBA’s provincial voice and the collective voice of 
school boards on matters of provincial interest/impact on students and school boards 

- Examine the role of board chairs in decision-making on provincial issues 
- Gather input from a variety of stakeholders on these questions 
- Produce a report including recommendations and potential alternatives for the ASBA Board 

of Directors to consider.  

http://www.asba.ab.ca/
http://www.asba.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/strengthening_asba_prov_voice_report.pdf


Who was on this task force? 
Colleen Deitz, Palliser School Division 
Ken Checkel, Clearview School Division 
Michael Ouellette, Grande Prairie Catholic  
Dave Price, Golden Hills School Division 
Michael Janz, Vice-president 
David Anderson, Executive Director ASBA  
Scott McCormack, Executive Director ASBA 

 
Strategic plan update 
The association’s work is guided by a strategic plan. At the May meeting the board received the latest 
progress report.   
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http://www.asba.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/strat_plan_second_14_17.pdf
http://www.asba.ab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/07/strat_plan_second_14_17.pdf
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