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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
 October 2, 2015 — Accountability Pillar results available on Extranet 

 October 13, 2015 — TTFM Survey is available 

 November 1, 2015 — deadline for requesting new modular classrooms and relocations for the 2016/2017 

school year 

 November 30, 2015 — AERR and 3YEP submission deadline 

 

 

New Student Self-Service Website 
 

myPass is a new service that provides students with direct access to their education information. It enables high 

school students and their parents to see their final high school courses and marks (including diploma marks) and 

to track progress towards their diploma or certificate. Through myPass, students can also access their detailed 

academic history (regardless of school attended), and order transcripts. High schools are encouraged to sign up 

students as early as grade 10 so they can begin tracking their progress throughout high school.  

 

In order to gain access to myPass, students need an Education Account (their personal user account with Alberta 

Education), their Alberta Student Number (ASN) and date of birth. There are several ways for students to sign 

up: 

1. Schools can authenticate and register the student or parents/guardians via PASIprep providing them with the 

4-digit PIN directly. A “How To” guide has been posted to the PASI Community Site under the “myPass 

Training Supports” announcement. Some school authorities have indicated they will include myPass sign up 

as part of CALM.   

2. Students can request access at any time by going to http://myPass.alberta.ca and registering for an Education 

Account. Once an Education Account is created, the student must return to myPass.alberta.ca and request 

access. A myPass email will be sent to the student (the student should keep the email), then a sign-up letter 

with a 4-digit PIN will then be mailed to the student’s home address. This letter, in combination with the 

myPass email, will be used to complete the sign up process.  

3. Students who have registered for a Diploma exam and do not already have myPass access, will receive a 

myPass Express Sign-up Letter by mail containing an 8-character access code. The letter provides directions 

on how to complete the sign up process. 

 

Also, check out the Alberta Education website for student support information including a short video: 

https://education.alberta.ca/resources/mypass/. 

 

For general and policy-related PASI questions, please contact Mike Emery, Director, PASI and Student Records 

at pasi@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-6930. For PASI or PASIprep operational instructions/inquiries, including all 

PASI updates, please contact the Client Services Help Desk at cshelpdesk@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-5318. Dial 

310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 
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http://mypass.alberta.ca/
https://education.alberta.ca/resources/mypass/
mailto:pasi@gov.ab.ca
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Tell Them From Me (TTFM) Student Survey 
 

Since 2013, Alberta Education has contracted The Learning Bar (TLB) to offer school authorities the 

opportunity to take the Tell Them From Me survey at a reduced cost to support work related to student 

engagement.   

 

The first administration window for the combined Accountability Pillar (AP) – TTFM survey will be October 

13, 2015 – February 26, 2016. Participating schools may begin surveying their students any time after October 

13, 2015 and must complete the process by February 26, 2016.   

 

Students will complete the AP student survey questions that are embedded in the TTFM survey. These students 

are not required to complete the AP survey separately. Results for all students completing the combined survey 

will be included in school and jurisdiction AP Reports.   

 

Schools should survey at least one complete grade per division (4-6, 7-9, 10-12) through TTFM, with grades 4, 

7 and 10 being recommended for consistency with the standard AP survey administration.  

 

Parents, teachers, and students in schools (or grades) not participating in combined AP – TTFM survey will 

complete the AP surveys in the same manner as in the past. For further information about the combined AP - 

TTFM survey, please contact Keith Bowen, Director, System Assurance Branch by email at 

keith.bowen@gov.ab.ca or by phone at 780-422-4750. Dial 310-000 first for toll-free access. 

 

TLB will offer several training sessions for new and returning District and School Coordinators starting in early 

October. Further information on these sessions was sent directly to District Coordinators in September. If you 

have a new District Coordinator or have questions related to the training, please contact TLB via Stephanie 

Bruniges, Head of Account Success Management at stephanie.b@thelearningbar.com or 1-877-840-2424 

ext.1223. 

 

School authorities that did not participate in the Alberta Education-TLB contract in 2014/2015 can still sign up 

for the 2015/2016 school year. A notification of intent must be received by Alberta Education no later than 

December 18, 2015. For more information regarding participation or to sign up for an information session, 

please contact, Eleana Yun, Education Manager, Engagement Branch, at Eleana.Yun@gov.ab.ca or 780-638-

3317. Dial 310-000 first for toll-free access. 

 

 

Professional Standing of a Teacher 
 

Prior to hiring a certificated teacher in a school authority in Alberta, it is expected that employing school 

authorities conduct a current criminal record check, vulnerable sector check and ensure the teacher’s certificate 

is in good professional standing. 

 

Teachers being offered employment by a school authority should contact a police enforcement agency (local 

police or RCMP) to complete a current criminal record check and vulnerable sector check.  

 

The professional standing of a teacher can be confirmed by visiting the Verify Teaching Authority (TAV) site. 

A search will confirm whether the teacher holds a valid teaching certificate issued by Alberta Education and 

will prompt school authorities to contact the Teaching and Leadership Excellence Sector if there is any concern 

about a teacher’s professional standing. All Alberta school authorities have access to TAV through the Teacher 

mailto:stephanie.b@thelearningbar.com
mailto:Eleana.Yun@gov.ab.ca
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Workforce Information System (TWINS) option on the Alberta Extranet:  

https://phoenix.edc.gov.ab.ca/login/default.asp 

 

For further information regarding TAV please email the Alberta Education’s TWINS support team at 

TWINS@gov.ab.ca. 

 

For further information, please contact Paul MacLeod, at Paul.MacLeod@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231. Dial 

310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

2015/2016 Guide to Education Now Available 
 

The Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12 for the 2015/2016 school year is now available on the Alberta 

Education website at:  www.education.alberta.ca/admin/resources/guidetoed.aspx. 

 

A Summary of Key Changes since the 2014/2015 edition of the Guide is posted at the same location. 

 

The Guide to Education is an important policy and planning document for the programming and delivery of 

Early Childhood Services to Grade 12 education in Alberta.  

 

Among other updates, this year’s Guide features the following significant changes: 

 A new visual layout that includes a single-column format for improved reading on tablets and other mobile 

devices 

 A new policy statement articulating Alberta Education’s expectations for inclusive education.  

 

For further information, please contact Evan Jones, Senior Manager, Policy Development, Policy and 

Legislative Services, at Evan.Jones@gov.ab.ca or at 780-643-0844. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 

Alberta.  

 

 

An Act to Amend the Alberta Bill of Rights 
 

Students are better able to achieve success and a positive sense of self when schools are inclusive, welcoming, 

caring, respectful, and safe. These environments support students in building healthy relationships with others, 

value diversity, and demonstrate respect, empathy, and compassion. An Act to Amend the Alberta Bill of Rights 

to Protect our Children, received Royal Assent on March 19, 2015 and came into full effect on June 1, 2015. 

The Act amended the School Act to include: 

 

 a definition of bullying and acknowledging that all education stakeholders (including students, parents and 

school boards), have a responsibility to ensure schools are welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning 

environments; 

 a requirement for school boards to allow students to create gay-straight-alliances (GSAs) or queer straight 

alliances (QSAs) in their schools; 

 protection from discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation, gender identity and gender expression in 

the Alberta Bill of Rights; and 

 a requirement for school boards to address bullying by creating and implementing a policy that includes a 

code of conduct for students. The code of conduct must be made publicly available, reviewed every year, 

https://phoenix.edc.gov.ab.ca/login/default.asp
mailto:TWINS@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Paul.MacLeod@gov.ab.ca
http://www.education.alberta.ca/admin/resources/guidetoed.aspx
mailto:Evan.Jones@gov.ab.ca
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/ISYS/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_28/session_3/20141117_bill-010.pdf
http://www.assembly.ab.ca/ISYS/LADDAR_files/docs/bills/bill/legislature_28/session_3/20141117_bill-010.pdf
http://education.alberta.ca/media/7869893/gay-straight%20alliances%20in%20schools.pdf
http://education.alberta.ca/media/7869893/gay-straight%20alliances%20in%20schools.pdf
http://resources.safeandcaring.ca/wp-content/uploads/2014/12/School-Act-Code-of-Conduct-June-2015.pdf
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and provided to all staff, students and parents. The Act outlines the elements which need to be contained in 

the code of conduct. 

 

View the code of conduct guide and learn how this new legislation impacts students, parents, schools and 

school boards by visiting the Spring 2015 Legislative Amendments webpage. The amended School Act is 

available at http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/s03.pdf. 

 

An information series has been developed to support Gay-Straight/Queer-Straight Alliances in schools. This 

information series is available on the Welcoming, Caring, Respectful and Safe Learning Environments 

webpage. 

 

For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth Branch, at Marilyn.Huber@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta. 

 

 

Alberta’s Mental Health Review 
 

In June 2015, Premier Notley announced that a committee would lead a review of Alberta’s addiction and 

mental health system. This committee is co-chaired by MLA’s Dr. David Swann and Danielle Larivee. Tyler 

White, CEO of Siksika Health Services for Treaty 7 Management Corporation, has also joined the Mental 

Health Review Committee. This review will look at all parts of Alberta’s addiction and mental health system, 

with the goal of improving the lives of Albertans who are facing addiction and mental health challenges.  

The review will focus on: 

 increasing access to addiction and mental health services including school-based mental health programs, 

community-based programs and preventative services; 

 improving continuity of care across an integrated service delivery model; 

 in-patient support services; 

 addiction; 

 geographic challenges; and 

 ensuring services are inclusive of, and culturally appropriate for, Alberta’s diverse population.  

 

An opportunity for Albertans and stakeholders to provide input is now available online at: 

http://www.health.alberta.ca/initiatives/Mental-Health-Review.html. In addition to online submissions the 

review will include direct engagement with stakeholders through presentations and meetings. The committee’s 

final report, due by the end of December, will include recommendations expected to assist the Alberta 

government in implementing a mental health strategy that provides more coordinated services for Albertans 

with addiction and mental health needs.   

 

For further information, please contact Marni Pearce, Director, School and Community Supports for Children 

and Youth Branch, at Marni.Pearce@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-5045. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 

Alberta. 

 

 

  

http://education.alberta.ca/department/policy/amendmentstobill10/
http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/Acts/s03.pdf
http://education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent/safeschools.aspx
mailto:Marilyn.Huber@gov.ab.ca
http://www.health.alberta.ca/initiatives/Mental-Health-Review.html
file://///filedev/rob/UNITS/Education%20Supports%20Sector/Administrative/EDO/Communications%20Management/EDO%20Items%20GW/Newsletters/Director's%20Report/2015%20Oct%20Submission/Marni.Pearce@gov.ab.ca 
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Wellness, Resiliency and Partnership (WRaP) 
 

The Wellness, Resiliency and Partnership project (WRaP) provides individualized, strength-based supports in 

Alberta schools to children and youth affected by Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder (FASD). WRaP success 

coaches provide innovative, collaborative, and transformative supports and services to promote the success and 

well-being of students diagnosed with or suspected of having FASD. The success coaches also help build the 

capacity of schools and families in understanding and supporting FASD. 

 

WRaP is currently featured in a series of FASD awareness videos created 

by The Alberta Gaming and Liquor Commission in partnership with CTV 

2. The video highlights the importance of relationally based supports for 

students with FASD. 

 

The WRaP website (http://wrapschools.ca/) includes information, tools and 

resources to promote awareness and education about FASD.   

 

For further information, please contact Dena Davis, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth Branch, at Dena.Davis@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6547. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta. 

 

 

Inclusive Education Policy 
 
Alberta’s education system is built on a values-based approach to accepting responsibility for all children and 

students. Inclusion is a way of thinking and acting that demonstrates universal acceptance of, and belonging for, all 

children and students. 
 

To support children and students in attaining the goals as stated in the Ministerial Order on Student Learning 

(http://www.education.alberta.ca/department/policy/standards/goals.aspx), school authorities must ensure that all 

children and students (Kindergarten to Grade 12), regardless of race, religious belief, colour, gender, gender identity, 

gender expression, physical disability, mental disability, family status or sexual orientation, or any other factor(s), 

have access to meaningful and relevant learning experiences that includes appropriate instructional supports.  
 

Education’s mission to continue providing inclusive learning opportunities is shown in a newly developed 

Inclusive Education Policy in the Guide to Education: ECS to Grade 12, page 25 

(https://education.alberta.ca/media/15225880/guide_to_ed_2015.pdf). This policy was effective the first day of 

the 2015/2016 school year as defined by the school authority. It provides guidance and inspiration for school 

authorities and government to create a shared vision of inclusive education.  
 

For more information, see Supporting Every Student on the Alberta Education website at 

http://education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent.aspx . 
 

For further information, please contact Leah Dushenski, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards, 

at Leah.Dushenski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-6894. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  

 

 

  

http://alberta.ctvnews.ca/video?clipId=654786
http://wrapschools.ca/
mailto:Dena.Davis@gov.ab.ca
http://www.education.alberta.ca/department/policy/standards/goals.aspx
https://education.alberta.ca/media/15225880/guide_to_ed_2015.pdf
http://education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent.aspx
mailto:Leah.Dushenski@gov.ab.ca
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Special Education Coding Criteria and the Handbook for the Identification  

and Review of Students with Severe Disabilities 
 

General Information – All School Authorities 

Special Education Coding Criteria and the Handbook for the Identification and Review of Students with Severe 

Disabilities have been updated for 2015/2016 and are available on the Extranet, under Documents, Special 

Education Funding. 

 

Special Education Coding Criteria outlines criteria to assist school authorities with identifying children and 

students who may require specialized supports and services. The Handbook for the Identification and Review of 

Students with Severe Disabilities provides more detailed information.  

 

Private and Charter Schools 

For 2015/2016, private and charter schools will continue to be required to use severe disabilities codes in order 

to receive funding for Grades 1 to 12. The Handbook for the Identification and Review of Students with Severe 

Disabilities details the documentation requirements for Severe Disabilities Funding (SDF) approvals and 

timelines for funding applications. 

 

Please note that there is a new process for submitting documentation for Severe Disabilities Funding Reviews 

for the 2015/2016 school year. All documentation to support a funding application will now be submitted online 

via the new SDF SharePoint site. An email has been sent to private and charter school authorities detailing this 

change as well as steps to access the SharePoint site. 

 

Private and Charter schools will need to provide the following documentation in order to support a severe 

disabilities funding application: 

 a completed Student Monitoring Form Severe Disabilities Funding 2015/2016; 

 an assessment and diagnosis by qualified personnel; 

 a current Individualized Program Plan/Instructional Support Plan (IPP/ISP); and 

 a summary of school functioning. 

 

For more information on severe disabilities funding, please see the 2015/2016 Funding Manual, Section 3.3 

(page 60) at http://education.alberta.ca/media/15269636/2015-2016-funding-manual-v1.pdf. 

 

For further information, please contact Connie Ohl, Education Manager, Learner Services Branch, at 

Connie.Ohl@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-5419. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  

 

 

Supporting Every Student Learning Series 
 

The Supporting Every Student Learning Series, through the Alberta Centre for Child, Family & Community 

Research will create opportunities for jurisdiction and school leaders to explore the importance of welcoming, 

caring, respectful and safe learning environments to support student success. The project will focus on 

knowledge mobilization through recorded webinars and conversation guides. Topics will relate to evidence-

based strategies in supporting successful for all students. 

 

Planned topics for the 2015/2016 school year include:  

 brain development; 

http://education.alberta.ca/media/15269636/2015-2016-funding-manual-v1.pdf
mailto:Connie.Ohl@gov.ab.ca
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 reducing bullying behaviour; 

 high school completion; 

 interpreting data; 

 whole school approaches; 

 understanding trauma; and 

 restorative practices. 

 

More information will be available in October on the Alberta Centre for Child, Family & Community Research 

website at http://www.research4children.com/. 

 

For further information, please contact Stephen Wright, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth Branch, at Stephen.Wright@gov.ab.ca or at 780-644-4496. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta. 

 

 

Submission Date for Modular Classroom Priorities 
 

The deadline for requesting new modular classrooms and relocations for the 2016/2017 school year is 

November 1, 2015. Please watch for an email request from Alberta Education in early October to complete 

Forms 9, 10 and 16, outlining your jurisdiction’s modular classroom needs and any requests to relocate existing 

modular classrooms or free-standing portable classrooms. Should funding be made available, approvals will be 

communicated early in 2016 to initiate the process to order, construct, deliver and set up the units as quickly as 

possible.  

 

The process for the Modular Classroom Program is outlined in the School Capital Manual.   

 

For further information, please contact Michael Ediger, Director, North Region, Capital Planning at 

Michael.Ediger@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2083 or Avi Habinski, Director, South Region, Capital Planning at 

Avi.Habinski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2272. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

http://www.research4children.com/
mailto:Stephen.Wright@gov.ab.ca
https://education.alberta.ca/media/15045919/school%20capital%20manual%20-%20march%202015.pdf
mailto:Michael.Ediger@gov.ab.ca
mailto:Avi.Habinski@gov.ab.ca

