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Important Dates for School Jurisdictions  
 November 15–21, 2015 — National Bullying Awareness Week 

 November 16–20, 2015 — International Education Week 

 November 27, 2015 — Great Kids Award nomination deadline 

 November 30, 2015 — AERR and 3YEP submission deadline 

 

 

Standards of Practice for Educators 
 

A review of the current Teaching Quality Standard (TQS) and the draft School Leader Standard (SLS) is 

underway. Working in collaboration with education stakeholders, Alberta Education will also develop a School 

Authority Leader Standard (SALS), applicable to the practice standard for those in school authority leadership 

roles including school superintendents, deputy superintendents and other identified leadership personnel.  

 

Currently, Alberta Education is gathering feedback from stakeholders on a number of specific areas, including 

the competencies that are required by teachers, school leaders and school authority leaders to ensure high levels 

of success for First Nation, Métis and Inuit learners, the competencies necessary for using technology to 

maximize student learning and the competencies needed by teachers and leaders alike to build truly inclusive 

learning environments. An External Working Committee will provide advice and support to department staff 

through this process and will help to prepare recommendations related to the standards for the Deputy 

Minister’s Advisory Committee on Teaching and Leadership Excellence in Alberta.  

 

The work on development of the revised TQS, the SLS and the SALS is intended to culminate in authorization 

by Ministerial Order of each of the three educator practice standards by June 30, 2016.  

 

Alberta Education will also be working with stakeholders and with the External Working Committee to develop 

implementation plans designed to support teachers, school and school authority leaders in their effort to 

successfully achieve the standards throughout their careers. A review of the current Teacher Growth, 

Supervision and Evaluation Policy will occur simultaneously with the development of the standards, and 

consideration will be given to policies and procedures necessary for supporting the professional growth, 

supervision and evaluation of school and school authority leaders.  

 

For further information about this important work, please contact Carmen Somers, Director, Teaching 

Excellence and Certification Branch, at carmen.somers@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3210; or Randy Clarke, 

Director, Leadership Excellence Branch, at randy.clarke@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-4370. Dial 310-0000 first for 

toll-free access in Alberta. 
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Language Bursary for Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Languages 
 

Elders, teachers or instructors of First Nations, Métis and Inuit languages in grades 1 to 12 who plan to take a 

credit course during Summer 2016 at a Canadian university focusing on language, culture and/or pedagogical 

development (e.g., the Canadian Indigenous Languages and Literacy Development Institute), may apply for a 

bursary through the Language Bursary Program for Teaching First Nations, Métis and Inuit Languages. For 

more information and application forms, go to http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=2961. 

 

Bursary Application Deadline:  The provincial deadline is February 10, 2016; however, as local deadlines may 

be earlier, please see the application for more information.  

 

Applicants requiring further information may contact Alberta Scholarship Programs at 780-427-8640. Dial 310-

0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Great Kids Award 
 

Nominate a Great Kid! 

 

Nominations are open for the 16th Annual Great Kids Award. These great kids capture the vitality of Alberta by 

helping, inspiring and changing the lives of others. They deserve our recognition because they are role models 

in our communities.  

 

Nominate a child or youth between the ages of 5 and 18 for positively impacting our communities or the lives of 

Albertans. Sixteen great kids will be selected and celebrated at a special awards ceremony hosted by Alberta 

Human Services with the support of the Fantasyland Hotel. Any resident of Alberta can nominate a Great Kid - 

teachers, coaches, pastors, social workers, neighbours, friends and family. 

 

All nominations must be received by November 27, 2015 at 4:00 p.m. For more information, visit the Great 

Kids Awards page on the Human Services website at http://humanservices.alberta.ca/department/great-kids-

award.html, or contact by phone at 780-415-8150 or by email HS.greatkids@gov.ab.ca. 

 

 

International Education Opportunities:  At Home and Abroad 
 

The International Education Services Branch and School Accreditation and Standards Branch have teamed up to 

provide educators with current information regarding international education and teaching opportunities for 

Alberta educators. Opportunities to get involved in various international education activities include: 

 Teaching internationally. 

 Reading and sharing your international education stories. 

 Finding Alberta language advisors. 

 Learning about teacher exchanges. 

 Partnering with other classes/schools from around the world. 

 Learning about: 

– the Handbook for International Education Administrators 

– Additional resources, links, events, or initiatives related to international education 

http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=2961
http://humanservices.alberta.ca/department/great-kids-award.html
http://humanservices.alberta.ca/department/great-kids-award.html
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– Upcoming international education events. 

 

Teaching opportunities in Alberta Accredited (and pre-accredited) International Schools can also be found at:  

www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/opportunities.   

 

For more information about the posted opportunities, contact School Accreditation and Standards Branch at 

edc.aais@gov.ab.ca, or the International Education Services Branch at intl.ed.sec@gov.ab.ca or visit the 

following websites: 

 www.education.alberta.ca/students/internationaleducation/accreditation.aspx 

 www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/inted  

 

For further information, please contact Leah Dushenski, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards 

Branch or at leah.dushenski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-6894. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

2016 Language Teacher Bursary: Reminder of the February 10 Application Deadline 
 

Certificated teachers of languages other than English who are interested in a Summer 2016 program abroad 

focused on language immersion/language teaching methodology may apply for a bursary through the Language 

Teacher Bursary Program. For more information and application forms, go to 

http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=874 . (Note: Only individuals who have not received 

these bursaries within the last five years may apply.) 

 

Bursary Application Deadline: The provincial deadline is February 10, 2016.  However, local deadlines may be 

earlier. Applicants requiring further information may contact Alberta Scholarship Programs at 780-427-8640. 

Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Grade 3 Student Learning Assessments (SLA3) Fall 2015 Pilot 
 

Implementation Supports – Marking and Sharing Results 

Alberta Education is continuing to work closely with the Alberta Regional Professional Development Consortia 

(ARPDC) to provide implementation supports for teachers and administrators for the Fall 2015 SLA3 Pilot. 

This includes face-to-face sessions as well as online opportunities to allow teachers more choice and 

flexibility. Sessions are underway on collaborative marking of Performance Tasks, as well as on interpreting, 

sharing and using results to improve student learning. School authorities are encouraged to contact their 

Regional Consortium for information on sessions in their area. 

 

Administration, Marking and Results – Performance Tasks 

The administration of the Fall 2015 SLA3 Pilot Performance Tasks is well underway, spanning a total of seven 

weeks from September 14 to November 1, 2015.  

 

In August 2015, Alberta Education provided school authorities with approximately $300,000 in funding it 

previously used to centrally mark the former Grade 3 PATs to help them with local marking of the Literacy and 

Numeracy Performance Tasks. Given that local practices for marking Grade 3 SLA performance tasks may vary 

among school authorities, and that each authority is in the best position to meet local needs, school authorities 

have the flexibility to determine how their funding allocation will best support their teachers in local marking of 

the performance tasks. 

http://www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/opportunities
mailto:edc.aais@gov.ab.ca
mailto:intl.ed.sec@gov.ab.ca
http://www.education.alberta.ca/students/internationaleducation/accreditation.aspx
http://www.education.alberta.ca/teachers/inted
mailto:leah.dushenski@gov.ab.ca
http://alis.alberta.ca/et/fo/pay/scholarships/info.html?EK=874
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Student results for the Performance Tasks will be reported at the local school level only this year, and not to 

Alberta Education. 

 

Administration, Marking and Results – Digital Interactive Questions 

The Fall 2015 SLA3 Pilot Digital Interactive Literacy and Numeracy Questions were administered over four 

weeks. The administration period for these questions closed on October 9, 2015. 

 

To help teachers apply the results of the digital interactive literacy and numeracy questions to student learning, 

the following reports will be available. 

 Preliminary Student Report (Raw Score) – Digital Interactive Questions 

To assist teachers with planning, the Preliminary Student Report (Raw Score) will be available on the SLA 

Teacher Dashboard by October 23, 2015. The Preliminary Student Report will include student responses to 

the digital interactive questions. This report will only provide a raw score for each student and it does not 

take into consideration other information, such as the level of difficulty of each question. Student responses 

to the embedded field test questions will not be included in the Preliminary Student Report (Raw Score).   

 

By November 16, 2015, the Preliminary Student Report will be replaced on the SLA Teacher Dashboard by the 

Official Student Report and the Official Class Report. 

 Official Student Report and Official Class Report – Digital Interactive Questions 

Both the Official Student Report and the Official Class Report will be available on the SLA Teacher 

Dashboard by November 16, 2015. A sample of the Official Individual Student Report is available on the 

SLA Teacher Dashboard and the SLA webpage. This sample report can be used to see the types of 

information that teachers will be receiving by November 16, 2015. 

 

New for 2015, a print function has been built into the SLA Teacher Dashboard to allow teachers and 

administrators to print the Official Student Reports. The reports cover only digital interactive questions. 

Schools are expected to share students’ SLA3 individual results report with students’ parents or 

guardians. Teachers and parents/guardians are encouraged to discuss students’ SLA3 results together, as 

teachers are in the best position to interpret the results. The SLAs are designed to inform student learning 

and improve instruction.  

 

Recognizing the nature of a Pilot, there will be no public reporting of results at the school, school authority 

or provincial levels during the Pilot phase. 

 

Superintendent Access to Teacher Dashboard 

Alberta Education has granted Superintendents automatic access to the SLA3 Teacher Dashboard. This year, 

they also have the ability to grant data coordinators and curriculum directors access to the Dashboard as long as 

those individuals have Extranet accounts. A guide specifically prepared for administrators, including 

superintendents is available at http://education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/slas/resources-teachers-admins 

 

A reminder that the SLA Help Desk is available to assist Superintendents and their delegates. The Client 

Services Help Desk will continue to be available until November 27, 2015 for technical assistance or questions 

regarding Pilot administration of the Grade 3 Student Learning Assessment. To obtain assistance with accessing 

the above reports, contact the Client Services Help Desk at 780-427-5318. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta. Press option #9 for SLA support. Email: cshelpdesk@gov.ab.ca  

 

https://education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/slas/resources-teachers-admins/
http://education.alberta.ca/department/ipr/slas/resources-teachers-admins
mailto:cshelpdesk@gov.ab.ca
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Additional information about the Fall 2015 SLA3 Pilot can be accessed on the Alberta Education SLA 

webpages at http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/sla. 

 

For further information, please contact Nicole Lamarre, Director, Student Learning Assessments, at 

nicole.lamarre@gov.ab.ca or 780-422-3535. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Bullying Awareness Week 
 

Our Government is committed to promoting welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments and 

are excited to be supporting Bullying Awareness Week (November 15-21). 
 
The goal of this annual event is to increase awareness around the importance of preventing bullying. To do so, we need to 

work together to create a civil society built on healthy and respectful relationships.  All Albertans are encouraged to 

#Post-It-Forward by sticking positive, inclusive and respectful post its in their community and sharing them online with 

the hashtag #Post-It-Forward #BAW2015.  

 

Participate in our Cyberbullying Webcast on November 18, 2015 

This interactive webcast will provide information on cyberbullying including: what it is, how it affects youth 

and tips on how to prevent it and promote healthy relationships online. 

 

The webcast will feature a panel consisting of community leaders who will discuss cyberbullying prevention 

and promote healthy relationships online. Speakers include: 

 Moderator: Kristy Harcourt from Red Cross 

 Cpl. Laura Bristow, RCMP who will speak on the recent changes to the Canadian Criminal Code 

 Wendy Hoglund, PhD, from the University of Alberta who will speak about the affects cyberbullying 

has on youth  

 Brad Burns, principal of Highlands School will discuss the role of schools in preventing cyberbullying 

and promoting healthy relationships online 

 Shelly Smith from Telus who will speak about the role of internet service providers in preventing 

cyberbullying and promoting healthy relationships online 

 

You can tune in on November 18,
 
2015 and ask questions by going to alberta.ca/bullying (please note, this link 

will not be active until November 18).  

  

For information and resources on bullying prevention, please visit the Alberta Education website: 

https://education.alberta.ca/admin/supportingstudent/safeschools.aspx 

 

 

http://www.education.gov.ab.ca/sla
mailto:nicole.lamarre@gov.ab.ca
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