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Welcoming Syrian Families 
 

On November 13, 2015, Minister Eggen sent an email to board chairs explaining that the Government of 

Alberta is working with its federal, provincial and community partners to welcome Syrian families to Alberta. 

 

Refugees arriving in Canada will either be Government Assisted or Privately Sponsored. Government Assisted 

Refugees will be re-settled in Canada by the federal government through partnerships with immigrant-serving 

agencies designated as Refugee Reception Centres. Privately Sponsored Refugees will move to locations with 

hosting families or organizations. It is anticipated that Alberta will welcome approximately 3,500 people by the 

end of February. Five designated settlement areas have been identified in Alberta:  Calgary, Edmonton, 

Lethbridge, Medicine Hat and Red Deer. Further information about how many families will be sponsored 

privately and where they will move to will be announced as it becomes available.  

 

Alberta Education will continue to work with school authorities to ensure refugee students have the supports 

they need to settle into Alberta’s school system.  

 

In preparation for incoming Syrian students, please refer to the following Teaching Refugees and Students with 

Limited Formal Schooling website at http://teachingrefugees.com/  

 

We are confident that our education system will be welcoming, compassionate and quick to address the needs of 

our newest Albertans. 

 

If you have additional questions, regarding educational programming, please contact Margaretha Ebbers, 

Director, Central Services, at Margaretha.Ebbers@gov.ab.ca or 780-427-5381.  

 

 

Education Act: A Conversation with Our Education Partners 
 

As has been previously communicated, government delayed proclamation of the Education Act in order to have 

more time to work with our education partners to gain more clarity on certain aspects of the legislation and draft 

regulations. Time was also needed to review the legislation in detail to ensure it benefits Albertans and aligns 

with the principles and priorities of the new government. 

 

As part of this review, Alberta Education recently held a targeted engagement with stakeholders on October 30, 

2015 in Edmonton to examine the policy issues of age of access, student residency and school fees.  

 

Government is currently reviewing the feedback received at the session. Based on the input gathered, 

recommendations may be made regarding potential changes to the Education Act and regulations. Throughout 

this process, Alberta Education will provide updates as information becomes available. 

 

For further information, please contact Rita Lauterbach, Director, Policy and Legislative Services, at 

rita.lauterbach@gov.ab.ca or at 780-643-0844. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
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Monthly Capital Project Reporting Requirements  
 

To help ensure accountability and transparency, school authorities are required to report on each school capital 

grant-funded project on a monthly basis. To help streamline the monthly reporting process, a new web form will 

soon be made available. Capital Planning will advise superintendents and secretary-treasurers via an email 

when the web form can be accessed through school authority’s extranet accounts. 

 

The form is similar to the monthly reporting templates jurisdictions received in November 2015; however, it 

also requires that boards provide a six-month cash flow projection for each school capital project to help 

government manage cash flow and borrowing requirements.  

 

For further information, please contact Dale Box, Director, Strategic Planning Branch, at dale.box@gov.ab.ca 

or 780-415-5854. Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 
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