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Important Dates 
 March 31, 2016 – Deadline for school authorities to submit policies and procedures that address their 

responsibilities under sections 45.1 and 16.1 of the School Act, as per the Minister’s emails. 

 April 1, 2016 – 2017-2020 Capital Plan Submission 

 

 

2017-2020 Capital Plan Submission 
 

Every school authority is required to review and update all capital projects in its submission to ensure that the 

data in the Web-based Application Program is current and accurate. All projects submitted in the first year of 

the plan must contain as much detail as possible, including information regarding any potential partnerships. 

This will enable department staff to fully understand the scope of each project and the criteria that supports the 

urgency of the priority so it can be properly evaluated.  

 

Following are the requirements for this year’s submission: 

 The submission deadline is April 1, 2016. 

 All components of a project must be included in a single submission (e.g., a modernization with a small 

addition and a partial demolition of a school is considered one project). 

 All projects, regardless of category, must be prioritized into a single list from highest to lowest priority.  

 Be sure to append all required attachments, including site checklists. 

 

Accuracy in capital plans is essential as recommendations for project approval are based on the most recent 

information and priorities provided in these submissions. Advocacy for jurisdiction projects is possible only to 

the extent that a strong and compelling case has been made in the capital plan submission. 

 

For more information, please contact Michael Ediger, Director, North Region, Capital Planning, at 

michael.ediger@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2083 or Avi Habinski, Director, South Region, Capital Planning, at 

avi.habinski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-2272. Dial 310-0000 first for toll free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Provincial Diploma Exam Writing Centres 
 

For each diploma exam administration, Alberta Education operates two provincial diploma exam writing 

centres — one in Calgary (SAIT, Symposium Room in the Campus Centre Building) and one in Edmonton 

(University of Alberta, Dentistry/Pharmacy Building). The provincial diploma exam writing centres provide 

students who are not enrolled in a local high school with access to writing diploma exams.  

 

Students who may write diploma exams at the provincial diploma exam writing centres are:  

 mature students who are not enrolled in a local high school; or 

 distance education students who are not enrolled in a local high school.  
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Examples of mature students who are not enrolled in a local high school include:  

 adults who are challenging diploma exams;  

 and/or  Grade 12 students who are rewriting diploma exams in August and are no longer enrolled at a local 

high school.  

 

Students who are enrolled in a distance education course and are also enrolled at a local high school are 

expected to write diploma exams at their local high school.  

 

For August administrations of diploma exams, high schools that operate summer-school programs are also 

expected to administer diploma exams at their local high school. 

 

For further information, please contact Dan Karas, Director, Exam Administration Branch, at 

dan.karas@gov.ab.ca or at 780-492-1425. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  
 

 

Student Attendance 
 

Research identifies a number of risk and protective factors that may provide guidance to school authorities and 

schools in planning strategies to increase attendance. Data informed decisions about early interventions can 

have a positive impact on student attendance.  

 

Resources to help school leaders promote attendance and create strategies for attendance issues are available on 

the Alberta Education website (https://education.alberta.ca).  

 

For further information, please contact Joy Malloch, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth Branch, at joy.malloch@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-5401. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta. 

 

 

Inclusive Education Policy Framework 
 

An engagement process is underway to consult on Alberta’s draft Inclusive Education Policy Framework. The 

framework, along with the Inclusive Education Policy statement in the Guide to Education, will provide 

guidance and direction for school authorities and government to create a shared vision of an inclusive education 

system. 

 

Members of Alberta Education’s Advisory Committee for Building an Inclusive Education System met on 

January 8, 2016 to review the draft framework. This group represents over 30 community and professional 

organizations across the province, including the Alberta School Boards Association, the Alberta Teachers 

Association and several community groups.  

 

Advisory representatives have the opportunity to extend the engagement process by hosting follow-up 

facilitated conversations with their home agencies and groups. Alberta Education is supporting several of the 

stakeholder groups with their individual review sessions.  

 

Engagement sessions have also been held with key Ministry staff.  
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A working group of community partners will review all feedback in April. The Inclusive Education Policy 

Framework is scheduled to be completed in May 2016. 

 

For further information, please contact Leah Dushenski, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards, 

at leah.dushenski@gov.ab.ca or at 780-427-6894. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Valuing Mental Health: Report of the Alberta Mental Health Review 
 

In June 2015, Premier Notley called for a comprehensive review of Alberta’s addiction and mental health 

system. Public and stakeholder consultations on the Mental Health Review took place in the fall of 2015 and the 

committee received feedback from around 3,000 people through written submissions, presentations and an 

online questionnaire. Various Education stakeholders were consulted throughout the review. 

 

The Valuing Mental Health: Report of the Alberta Mental Health Review Committee was released on February 

22, 2016.  

 

The recommendations in the report will guide our work in building a better system of addiction and mental 

health care. We recognize this will require a collaborative approach between Government ministries and 

stakeholders, including education partners.  

 

The Valuing Mental Health report is now available on the Alberta Health website. 

 

For further information, please contact Marni Pearce, School and Community Supports for Children and Youth 

Branch, at marni.pearce@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-5045. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta.  

 

 

Robyn Allen Leadership Award: Nomination Deadline March 11, 2016 
 

The Allen Family along with Food Allergy Canada is pleased to announce they are accepting nominations for 

the Robyn Allen Leadership Award.  

 

This award is a tribute to Robyn Allen, who sadly succumbed to an anaphylactic reaction in 1990.  The Robyn 

Allen Award is given by the Allen family in appreciation to those who champion anaphylaxis-related causes 

through awareness building and influencing change that impacts quality of life through improved policies, 

research, education, and advocacy.  

 

If you have a suitable candidate or group in mind, contact Jane Holden, Member Services, Food Allergy 

Canada, at info@foodallergycanada.ca to receive a nomination form.   
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