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Important Dates 
 May 2–6, 2016 – Education Week. Theme: “Learning Together” 

 May 2–8, 2016 – Mental Health Week. Theme: “Hats On For Mental Health” 

 

 

Welcoming, Caring, Respectful and Safe Learning Environments:  

Building Capacity in Alberta’s Education System 
 

All education partners have a role to play in realizing the vision of welcoming, caring, respectful and safe 

learning environments for all students, staff and families. Working together, we can achieve more than any of us 

can by working alone. Increasing the capacity of educational leaders, teachers and partners is key to maintaining 

safe and caring learning environments that promote a positive sense of self, respect diversity and promote 

equity and positive behaviours.  

 

Alberta Education, the Alberta School Boards’ Association, the Alberta School Councils’ Association, the 

Association of Independent Schools and Colleges in Alberta, and the College of Alberta School Superintendents 

have come together with the Alberta Teachers' Association to form the Respectful Schools Collaborative Project 

Team. The team's mission is to provide opportunities for school authorities and school communities to build 

capacity to maintain welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments by promoting ongoing 

access to resources and professional development opportunities that support human rights education within the 

Alberta context. 

 

The Respectful Schools Collaborative Project will: 

 Create and launch a toolkit that will support schools with strategies for education, engagement and 

intervention related to human rights in school communities. 

 Provide professional development through partner organizations to support the implementation of the 

Respectful Schools Toolkit. 

 Build school-based leadership capacity and support networking to share promising practices for promoting 

welcoming, caring, safe and respectful learning environments. 

 

The draft toolkit will be developed and field tested beginning in spring 2016, with a provincial launch during 

the 2016/2017 school year. 

 

For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth, at marilyn.huber@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231 or Marni Pearce, Director, School and 

Community Supports for Children and Youth, at marni.pearce@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-5045. Dial 310-0000 first 

for toll-free access in Alberta. 
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Social-Emotional Learning 
 

All school communities strive to ensure student success and well-being. By understanding brain development, 

we recognize that social, emotional and cognitive skills are connected and that children and youth must 

experience growth in all areas to achieve their full potential.   

 

Social-emotional learning is the process of 

developing students’ knowledge, attitudes and 

skills to: 

 recognize and manage emotions (self-

regulation); 

 build healthy relationships; 

 develop empathy; and  

 make wise decisions.  

 

Social-emotional learning skills are essential for positive mental health, working with others, building 

resiliency, communicating effectively, persevering to achieve goals and reducing bullying and risk behaviours. 

Social-emotional skills can be taught and can improve with practice. When students have sequenced, active, 

focused and explicit opportunities to learn and practice social-emotional skills, they are better able to achieve 

academically and contribute to creating welcoming, caring, respectful and safe learning environments by 

demonstrating positive social behaviours. 

 

Alberta Education has information and resources to support the development of students’ social-emotional skills 

through evidence-based practices. A new video and conversation guide to support professional learning are 

included on the website. All resources are accessible at: https://education.alberta.ca/social-emotional-

learning/overview.   

 

For further information, please contact Marilyn Huber, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth Branch, at marilyn.huber@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-3231. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free 

access in Alberta. 

 

 

Mental Health Week May 2 – 8, 2016 
 

Mental health is an important part of the education system – we recognize the importance of 

children and youth being physically and emotionally healthy so they can thrive. The 

education system plays an important role in contributing to enhanced positive mental health 

in children and youth – and Alberta Education is committed to supporting and enhancing the 

health and learning outcomes of all students.  

 

Mental Health Week is an opportunity for individuals, schools, families, and the community 

to unite in reducing stigmas around mental health and supporting improved mental health 

outcomes for children and youth. Mental health is not simply the absence of mental illness. It is a state of well-

being in which an individual realizes their own potential, can cope with normal stresses of life, and is able to 

make a contribution to the community.  

 

https://education.alberta.ca/social-emotional-learning/overview
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Hats On! For Mental Health takes place May 4. Schools and students are encouraged to show  support for 

mental health awareness by wearing a fancy fedora or a charming chapeaux to school. The event is sponsored 

by the Canadian Mental Health Association, the Alberta Teachers’ Association and Global TV. 

 

Positive mental health for all students, families, schools and communities is founded in a welcoming, caring, 

respectful and safe learning environment that respects diversity and nurtures a sense of belonging and a positive 

sense of self. Students who are mentally healthy are better able to achieve success, are more resilient, and are 

more likely to build healthy relationships. 

 

Learn more about supporting positive mental health on our website at Mental Health Matters, 

https://education.alberta.ca/mental-health/.  

 

For further information, please contact Andrea Morrison, Senior Manager, School and Community Supports for 

Children and Youth Branch, at andrea.morrison@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6523, or Dena Davis, Senior 

Manager, School and Community Supports for Children and Youth Branch at dena.davis@gov.ab.ca or 

at 780-422-6547. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in Alberta. 

 

 

Early Childhood Education Certificate Program 
 

A new university certificate in early childhood education is coming soon.  Research on quality programming for 

young children clearly indicates the importance of specialized early childhood education training for the 

professionals who program for and work with children from birth through eight years of age. Typical 

professional preparation in our universities does not always offer this option of early learning and care 

specialization as part of the degree programs. 

 

Alberta Education is pleased to have worked with the University of Alberta in support of the creation of an 

online series of courses that will be available to teachers and other professionals who work with children from 

Early Childhood Services through Grade 3. This Certificate in Early Childhood Education does not lead to a 

teaching certificate, but will provide a strong 

foundation in better supporting programming for 

young children based on current research on how 

young children learn and develop. It can also be 

useful for people whose first degree was not 

specific to the early years. This certificate is 

anticipated to be introduced Fall 2016. 

 

The University of Alberta, Faculty of Education’s 

Certificate in Early Childhood Education is a for-

credit certificate program for professionals 

seeking specialization in early childhood 

education. The program consists of five Early 

Childhood courses for a total of 15 credits. 

Delivered online, with no local residency 

requirement, this flexible and affordable part-time program is designed for meeting professional and academic 

goals while continuing to work in local programs. Small student cohorts, admitted every year, ensure 

individualized, quality instruction from professors. 

 

https://education.alberta.ca/mental-health/
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Applicants to the Certificate in Early Childhood Education program must meet the following minimum 

admission requirements: 

 A three- or four-year degree from an accredited postsecondary institution. 

 Proof of English language proficiency, as outlined in the University of Alberta Calendar, upon request. 

 

To find out more about the University of Alberta’s forthcoming Certificate in Early Childhood Education, 

please visit www.elementaryed.ualberta.ca/ece.aspx or contact the Department of Elementary Education at the 

University of Alberta at elem.info@ualberta.ca or 780-492-4273. 

 

For further information, please contact Karen Sliwkanich, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards, 

Alberta Education, at karen.sliwkanich@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-6527. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access 

in Alberta. 

 

 

Career and Technology Foundations programs of studies approved 
 

Minister David Eggen announced that the Career and Technology Foundations (CTF) Program of Studies has 

been approved for students in grades 5-9 as a provincially authorized optional course available for 

implementation Fall 2016. CTF helps students build their understanding of the world around them as they 

identify and apply career and life skills earlier in their education. 

 

CTF enables students to participate in hands-on, engaging and relevant learning experiences as they work 

towards creating real-life products, presentations or services. CTF supports local programming by allowing for 

the creation of optional courses that respond to the needs of students, teachers, schools and the community. CTF 

is inclusive, can be adapted for all learners, and can reflect various perspectives. This includes First Nations, 

Métis, and Inuit, Francophone, or other communities. 

 

For more information, access the CTF website at https://education.alberta.ca/career-and-technology-

foundations/program-of-studies/ or contact CTF Team Leaders Danielle Amerongen (French) at 

danielle.amerongen@gov.ab.ca or Dave McCann (English) at david.mccann@gov.ab.ca.  

 

 

Questions from the Field 
 

Q: What is the status on the Standards for Special Education, given the Inclusive Education policy 

work? 

 

A: Alberta Education will be revising the Standards to make sure that they align with the Inclusive Education 

Policy Framework. There will be a transition period between the release of the Inclusive Education Policy 

Framework, the Standards, and their implementation. Alberta Education is not expecting immediate changes 

in school policies. The current Standards will remain in place until the revised versions have been finalized. 

  

http://www.elementaryed.ualberta.ca/ece.aspx
mailto:elem.info@ualberta.ca
mailto:karen.sliwkanich@gov.ab.ca
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Q: The current School Act and the Education Act (currently under review) have different language about 

provision of a program for children under the age of 6 years of age.   

 

The School Act section 30(1) states that:  

A board or, with the approval of the Minister, a person may provide an early childhood services 

program to 

(a) A child, who, as of September 1, is younger than 6 years of age, if the parent of the child agrees,  

 

while the Education Act section 21(1) states that:  

A board or, with the approval of the Minister, another person may provide an early childhood 

services program to a child who, as of September 1, is younger than 6 years of age, if the parent of the 

child requests it. 

 

Why was this change made and what implications does that have for school authorities that provide 

early childhood services? 

 

A: This small amendment was intended for increased clarity and to support standards to be developed 

regarding Early Childhood Services (ECS) programs. ECS children are not subject to compulsory school 

attendance requirements so parental agreement for their child to attend will still be required. 

 

The new wording reflects what already exists in the Guide to Education (p. 37) and in the Funding Manual 

for School Authorities (Section 1.1), “an approved ECS operator must be prepared to accept and organize 

programming for all funded children for whom programming is requested, including children with special 

needs.” 

 

A parent may request their child’s participation in an ECS program, but if the child would not otherwise 

qualify for the programming, the authority could decline the request or the authority may offer an 

alternative. An example would include if a program is specifically developed for children who are at higher 

risk of poor school outcomes, for children with particular learning needs such as development of English 

language proficiency, or for children living in families below a specified income threshold. 

 

Q: There is a proposed change in the minimum age requirement for funding children in Early Childhood 

Services programs. The change is that children who turn 5 by December 31 of the school year will be 

eligible for Early Childhood Services funding to attend a Kindergarten program the year prior to 

Grade One. This is a change from the current eligibility date of March 1 of the school year. Why is 

this change being made; what consultation occurred to result in this change; how was it 

communicated? 

 

A: Education has proposed a draft Early Childhood Services Regulation, Section 2 stating: “Commencing in 

the 2018/2019 school year, for the purposes of entering kindergarten, a child must be at least 5 years old as 

of December 31 of the respective school year.” There are several reasons supporting this change: 

 More than half of school jurisdictions within Alberta already have December 31 as their age cut-off. 

This change provides a more standard, consistent approach to enrollment age. 

 Data from the Early Development Instrument (EDI) confirms that Alberta children who are older when 

entering kindergarten score higher in all areas of development, which contributes to their overall success 

with learning. 
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 There is a correlation of older students in each grade cohort performing better on Provincial 

Achievement Tests than students who are the youngest in the cohort. 

 All Canadian provinces that offer kindergarten, with the exception of Quebec, have an entry cut-off date 

of December 31 for children starting kindergarten. 

 

The change is yet to be ratified, along with other regulatory changes associated with the enactment of the 

Education Act, and, if approved, is anticipated to commence for the 2018/2019 school year. Government is 

currently reviewing the Education Act and its proposed regulations. Until such a time the Education Act is 

proclaimed, the School Act remains in effect.  

 

This proposed change is the result of the Education Act online regulation review and feedback process 

completed in Winter 2014/2015. Education previously communicated the change by posting the draft 

Education Act Regulations to our website at, 

https://education.alberta.ca/media/1626586/educationact_proposedregulationsforcommentary.pdf 

 

There is also a subsequent recommendation to align the entry age of all ECS programs to the revised age of 

eligibility for Kindergarten under the Education Act and draft ECS regulation. The youngest age of 

eligibility for Program Unit Funding would become 2 years 8 months as of September 1. For all other 

categories of special ECS funding (e.g., Mild/Moderate, Gifted and Talented, English as a Second 

Language/Francisation) the eligibility age would be 3 years 8 months as of September 1 of the school year 

(i.e., child turning 3 or 4, respectively, by December 31). 

 

If this draft regulation is adopted, Alberta Education will work with school authorities to grant special 

funding approvals to ECS children who enter the system under the current age requirements and then 

subsequently become too young once the new age requirements take effect. This will allow eligible ECS 

children up to three uninterrupted years of ECS education.  

 

For further information, please contact Cathy Martin, Senior Manager, School Accreditation and Standards, 

Alberta Education, at cathy.martin@gov.ab.ca or at 780-422-2821. Dial 310-0000 first for toll-free access in 

Alberta. 
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