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Carbon Tax Rebate     

- Letter (May 25) sent to Minister Eggen, cc. Joe Ceci. 

Working with education partners as ASBOA 

compiles data from boards. Next education partner 

teleconference in early September.  

Education Act  

- Education Act delayed by one year. School Act still 

in place for 2016/17 school year. We have sent a 

letter asking for a meeting with Minister Eggen 

(dated August 9) to discuss moving this forward, and 

looking for ways for boards to be part of ongoing 

consultation as per the Alberta Education business 

plan.  

- Key Strategy 5.1 of Alberta Education Business Plan 

states “Working with stakeholders, prepare for the 

proclamation of the Education Act and regulations 

by reviewing and aligning government policies and 

direction with the legislation and developing a 

monitoring strategy to assess effective 

implementation of the Act among partners.”  

Curriculum update  

- As Alberta Education begins work on the new 

curriculum, we will be looking for ways to ensure 

school boards are part of this work. We are working 

towards having opportunity for discussion at the Fall 

Issues Forum.  

Teaching Quality Standards (Implementation)  

- Next phase in the process is to look at 

implementation of the Teaching, Principal and 

Superintendent Quality Leadership Standards. We 

are now working with Alberta Education to determine 

ASBA supports for school boards during this 

implementation process.  

Funding restoration to Artists and Education Program  

- Submitted by ECSD/Zone 2/3 – That the ASBA 

write to the Ministers of Culture and Education 

and request that all funding to the Artists and 

Education Program be restored to the 2008-2009 

levels.  

- Letter sent to Minister Eggen and Minister Miranda 

expressing school board concerns. Meeting with 



ASBA President, Minister Miranda, Patricia Grell, 

ECSD and members of Edmonton arts community in 

June. Minister Miranda made it clear that the 

decision to cut funding specifically to the Arts and 

Education Program was made by the Alberta 

Foundation for the Arts. Response letter from 

Minister Miranda was received August 12. Boards 

are encouraged to lobby directly to the Alberta 

Foundation for the Arts.  

Joint Commitment to Action (Education for Reconciliation)  

- Signing of protocol on June 22, 2016 will connect all 

students, teachers and education stakeholders to 

the knowledge, cultures, experiences, perspectives 

and contributions of First Nations, Métis and Inuit 

people.  

- Participants – Alberta Education, Alberta School 

Boards Association (ASBA), Alberta Regional 

Consortia, the Alberta Teachers’ Association (ATA), 

College of Alberta School Superintendents (CASS), 

Association of Alberta Deans of Education (AADE), 

and the National Centre for Truth and Reconciliation.  

- This protocol sets the stage for collaborative efforts 

and a commitment to work with First Nations, Métis 

and Inuit partners to ensure the history of Canada’s 

First Peoples be embedded within the educational 

experience of all students.  

Horatio Scholarship:  

- Horatio Alger Association of Canada has opened its 

scholarship program targeting hard-working high 

school students across Canada. The scholarship is 

for students who have faced adversity and 

overcome hardship, who will begin their post-

secondary studies in the fall of 2017.  

- 85 scholarships of up to $10,000 will be awarded. 

Students must apply by October 25, 2016 at 

https://www.horatioalger.ca/  

Meeting with new Deputy Minister   

- Jim Gibbons and I met with the new Deputy Minister, 

Dr. Curtis Clarke, in mid-July. The agenda was 

aligned with the 2016-19 Alberta Business Plan and 

was as follows:  

  

https://www.hoaratioalger.ca/


o Overview of ASBA  

o Review of ASBA initiatives and their 

alignment with Alberta Education goals  

 Ensuring First Nations, Métis and 

Inuit student success  

 An inclusive education system  

 Excellent teachers, school and 

system leaders  

 School board governance  

o Clarification relative to:  

 Further consultation regarding the 

Education Act  

 Status of teacher, principal and 

superintendent quality standards  

 Curriculum redesign  

 Provincial pan-Canadian and 

international testing  

 Modernized Municipal Government 

Act and school reserves land  

 TEBA and support for local 

negotiations  

 Opportunities to partner   

Student Mental Health   

- I met with Larissa Liepens, Press Secretary for 

Minister Eggen, to discuss work ASBA has done on 

student mental health. Looking for ways to share 

and emphasize best practices on student mental 

health and other initiatives.  

- ASBA consultant Dave Colburn, who represents 

ASBA on the Student Health and Wellness Task 

Force, will be honoured with the Alberta Medical 

Association’s Medal of Honour. This award 

recognizes a “non-physician who has made an 

outstanding personal contribution to the people of 

Alberta and who has contributed to the 

advancement of health education and/or health 

promotion to the public and raised the standards of 

health care in Alberta.” Congratulations Dave and 

thank you for your work in supporting student mental 

health.  

 

Public sector bargaining   

- ASBA’s Acting Executive Director and I are to meet 

in September with Kevin Davediuk, Chief Advisor of 

Negotiations in regard to initial discussions on public 

sector bargaining.  

 

CSBA Conference and National Trustee Gathering on Aboriginal Education (2016)  



- Congratulations to Jennifer Tuininga and Sheri 

Watson from Pembina Hills School Division who 

presented “Into the Eye of the Storm: Community 

Engagement about Changing School Boundaries – 

Lessons Learned.”  

- CSBA annual report on CSBA website. Pages 59-66 

are a compilation of national data.  

Bill C-241: An Act to Amend the Excise Tax Act (School Authorities)  

- We have been working with CSBA on this initiative, 

lobbying for a 100% GST rebate for school 

authorities. Kevin Waugh, Saskatchewan MP was in 

attendance at CSBA and is continuing to gather 

signatures on his petition, although he has the 

required 500 signatures to have the bill move 

forward. We encourage all trustees to speak to their 

Member of Parliament prior to fall sitting.   

Executive Director search   

- Search firm Davies/Park to provide update to the 

Board of Directors at its August board meeting. 

Possible short listing of candidates in August and 

interviews in September.  

   

ASBA Foundational statements review (vision, mission)  

- Work to continue with Zone Directors, Metro 

Directors, Alternates, Zone Chairs and alternates at 

August Board of Directors Leadership Session. PD 

provided by HOPE Learning in anticipation of 

discussions at the Zone level in September and 

October.  

- Thanks to all who participated in discussions at 

Spring General Meeting.  

 

 


