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Open letter to students – Minister Eggen has posted an open letter to students on Facebook. We 
received many comments from boards, parents and even teachers. We received an update on the  
response to boards in regard to policy submissions. Letters from the Minister’s office have gone 
out to boards as to status of their policies. Media has validated that 2 board’s policies were accepted. 
ASBA reinforced boards’ dedication to providing a safe, caring, optimal learning environment for all 
students. 
 
EPSB – There has been coverage in the media recently regarding EPSB’s decision to no longer send 
representation to ASBA’s Board of Directors. ASBA’s position is that we are ready to welcome 
them back at any time, and that, in the meantime, we will continue to work hard on behalf of the 
boards whom we serve. 
 
Carbon Levy advocacy – There has been coverage in the media regarding advocacy on the part of 
a number of boards specific to the impact of the carbon levy on boards. ABA’s position on this 
issue was reviewed, and boards have been encouraged to share their concerns in this regard. 
 
Education Partners Task Force on First Nations, Metis and Inuit Student Success and 
Wellbeing (EPTF). 
Zones have been asked to confirm who their representative is on the Education Partners Task Force 
on First Nations, Metis and Inuit Student Success and Wellbeing. 
Additionally, the EPTF will be publishing a newsletter for distribution which will highlight initiatives 
and updates. This is in addition to the meeting notes, which are designed to be shared with trustees 
at zone meetings. Working in partnership with the Student Health and Wellness Task Force, the 
newsletters produced by both task forces will be shared with relevant ministries (Indigenous 
Relations, Health and Education). The task force is awaiting confirmation of a substantial provincial 
grant which will enable a great deal of work to be done in enhancing the success of our First 
Nations, Metis and Inuit students.  
 

Education Act – There is no update at this time. We will be encouraging collaboration on moving 
forward with Education Act and regulations. 
 

Curriculum update – We expect to hear about processes moving forward sometime mid to late 
September. Alberta Education representatives presented at the Fall Issues forum 
September 27-28.  
 

System Quality Standards (Implementation) Process dates regarding this initiative remain to 
be determined. More information will be provided by Alberta Education  this fall. 
Discussion most likely at FGM 
 

Minister Attendance at ASBA events 
We have confirmed Minister  Eggen for the FGM. 
 

Bill C-241: Act to Amend the Excise Tax Act (School Authorities) 



This initiative, lobbying for 100% GST rebate for school authorities, is being sponsored by Kevin 
Waugh, Saskatchewan MP. MP Waugh sent a videotaped message to the Issues forum and trustees 
were encouraged to sign the petition by the deadline, which has passed. 
 

Executive Director Search 
The Board of Directors, utilizing the services of search firm Davies Park, interviewed for a new 
Executive Director on September 29 and 30. We anticipate making an announcement very shortly. 
 
 

Foundational statements (vision, mission) 
The initial work on the development of our new Foundational Statements will begin at the next 
series of Zone meetings, and will come back to the assembly at the FGM. All materials, including 
feedback and responses, will be posted to ASBA’s website. 

 

Local Elections Authorities Act Submission – Thanks to all boards who provided 
feedback in response to very tight summer timelines. We were able to provide timely 
feedback on this important request to ASBA. 
 

MMGA – As a result of collaboration with Alberta Education and Municipal Affairs, many 
trustees across the province had the opportunity to share their perspective on the proposed 
Act. Again thanks to all the boards who provided feedback. Our advocacy work has made a 
difference and the local voice for education has been heard. 
 

Fall Issues Forum –was very successful; sold out at over 200 people; evaluations are on line now 
 


