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Prepared by Mary Martin 

 
 

PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 

It has been an exciting few weeks at ASBA; our new Executive Director, Suzanne Polkosnik, has 

accomplished a great deal of operational and strategic work within a very short timeframe. This is no 

small consideration when placed against the backdrop of a constantly evolving external landscape.  

Our new Vice President, Anne-Marie Boucher, has assumed all of the roles of her office, with skill, tact, 

and most of all, humour! We are fortunate to have both as an integral part of our Association, and I 

would like to express my appreciation for their hard work over the last few weeks. 

The early part of the spring has seen the development of a draft budget for the Association. This is a 

particularly important budget for ASBA – it has been crafted to deliver the Strategic Plan, which was 

created by the Bboard of Directors, informed in turn, by the new Foundational Statements. Its content 

and direction reflect the wishes and aspirations of our membership. Zone Directors, along with the 

Executive Committee and Heather Rogers, have been to Zones 4 and 2/3 at the time of this writing to 

present the budget. To date, the presentations have been very well received. 

Provincially, things are very dynamic, with a number of rapidly evolving initiatives: 

 Bill 6, the Northland School Act, has reached Third Reading on May 2nd. This Act will restore 

locally elected school board trustees to the Northlands School Division. 

 Bill 8, An Act to Strengthen Municipal Government, is currently in Committee of the Whole, 

having been introduced on April 10th. I was very pleased to have been invited to the legislature 

to represent ASBA, and to have been introduced by Minister Anderson just prior to the tabling 

of this legislation. It is important to note both the effective advocacy, and the genuine 

collaboration on the part of the government with respect to this legislation. There are a number 

of amendments which are important for school boards and their ability to respond to their 

communities; Mandatory Joint Use and Planning Committees, Benefitting Area Contribution 

Structures, and required notification of amalgamations and annexations have been reflected in 

the legislation. 

 Bill 1, An Act to Reduce School Fees, has passed Third Reading and is awaiting Royal Assent. 

While well intentioned, there are a number of unintended consequences, as well as collateral 

issues that are noteworthy: 

 The process of engagement of school boards was challenging in that the timeframe was 

very short. Further, a number of conversations were required to ensure that we were 

represented at the two consultations that AB Ed held.  

 Suzanne, Anne-Marie and I attended a meeting on April 19th with Chief of Staff Nolais, 

DM Clark, and ADM Wendy Boje specific to Bill 1 

 On April 20th, the Board of Directors and those mentioned above met with Minister 

Eggen.  
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At that time, the following considerations were brought forward: 

-Implementing Bill 1 creates challenges for boards in their efforts to meet the 

needs of their respective communities; the unintended consequences will make 

it difficult for boards to offer courses values locally 

-The 2.4 walk limit is problematic for boards of all types, for different reasons 

-the linking of fee free transportation to a designated school status and a walk 

limit may create over and under filling of neighbourhood schools 

 We have received multiple assurances that we will be fully involved in any future 

consultation. 

I would like to express my appreciation to the 32 boards who were able to respond to our 

survey on Bill 1. This input was very helpful in helping to inform our commentary with both 

Minister Eggen and the Ministry. 

 

Nationally, many events are occurring, each of which has the potential to shape education In Alberta: 

 Theodore – On April 21st, the ruling on this case was announced, which could impact 

the funding of non-Catholic students at separate schools, as the ruling stated that 

such students would not be eligible for funding. At the time of writing, 

Saskatchewan’s Premier, Brad Wall, has stated his intent to use the Notwithstanding 

Clause to override this ruling. 

 Bill 63 – This Bill is Saskatchewan’s equivalent of Alberta’s School Act. This Act was 

quietly amended to move to regulation, virtually all of the powers of a school board, 

rendering boards essentially powerless. A verbal report at our recent CSBA meeting 

(April 30- May1) by the Saskatchewan representatives indicated that this position 

has since been retracted, leaving boards’ powers largely untouched. 

 National editorials specific to school boards – There have been a number of 

editorials in national newspapers suggesting that school boards have outlived their 

effectiveness. OPSBA has countered these with rebuttal articles, which have been 

published. The focus has been on the effectiveness of local school boards related to 

achievement and effective stewardship. The importance of respecting the elector 

has been emphasized as well. 

 In Quebec, Bill 105 has been introduced, which erodes the autonomy of school 

boards. The Minister has dismissed all ministerial committees, reforming new ones 

to manage infrastructure, finance, education, etc. These committees have invited 

representation from a number of stakeholders. 

 Quebec has also seen litigation commenced specific to school fees. In this case, a 

family commenced legal action to protest a $59.00 school fee assessment. The 

ruling stated that, commencing with 2008, school jurisdictions must reimburse 

families $100.00/student/year. School boards have been given no relief from this. 

Boards have been informed that they may no longer charge fees for extra-curricular 

activities, supervision and field trips. Some school boards have already settled.  

In Saskatchewan, there is new litigation arising, also related to school fees.  

The implications for Alberta are significant. 
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Meetings/Events attended: 

 March 14  Meeting with ACSTA   Edmonton 

 March 17   Meeting with Chief of Staff Nolais   Calgary 

 March 20   Zone 4   Camrose 

 March 24   Zone 2/3  Edmonton 

 April 5   Embargoed briefing  Bill 8   Edmonton 

 April 7   Zone 5  Airdrie 

 April 10   Tabling of Bill 8  (Edmonton) 

 April 11  Bill 1  conference call 

 April 12   Education Partners Meeting  (conference call) 

 April 19  Bill 1 meeting with ADM Boje, DM Clarke, Chief of Staff Nolais, Executive 

Committee   Edmonton 

 April 20 Bill 1 meeting with Chief of Staff Nolais, DM Clark, ADM Boje, Minister Eggen, 

ASBA Board of Directors, Executive Committee   Edmonton 

 April 22  Equal Voice  Presentation on trusteeship   Edmonton 

 April 22  Alberta Council on Environmental Education event   Edmonton 

 April 24   Zone 4  Rocky Mountain House 

 April 26   Edmonton Prayer Breakfast (guest of ACSTA)   Edmonton 

 April 26   Meeting with Edmonton Public School Board   Edmonton 

 April 26-28   2nd Annual CASS First Nations, Metis and Inuit Educational Gathering  

Edmonton 

April 28  Zone 2/3   Edmonton 

 April 28 – 30 ASCA Conference and AGM   Edmonton 

 April 30 – May 1  CSBA   Ottawa 

Looking ahead: 

 May 5   Zone 5   Airdrie 

 May 10   Zone 6, Edwin Parr   Taber 

 May 11-12   ASBA Board of Directors meeting   Edmonton 

 May 15   PSBAA (lunch)   Edmonton 

 May 20 – 22   ATA ARA   Edmonton 

 May 24   Zone 1   High Prairie 

 May 24  Edwin Parr   Calgary 

 May 26   Zone 5 

 May 29   Zone 4, Edwin Parr  Innisfail 

 June 4-6   ASBA Spring General Meeting    Red Deer 

 

 

    

 


