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KEYNOTE ADDRESS -  PERILS OR PROMISES: EDUCATION IN THE AGE OF SMART MACHINES, Yong Zhao, 

Foundation Distinguished Professor, School of Education, University of Kansas. 

http://zhaolearning.com 

His talk was extremely entertaining and informative.  He has written a number of books and I’m planning 

to read them. (The Race between Education and Technology. World Class Learners.) 

Artificial Intelligence robots have been trained to take college entrance exams. PISA gives the wrong ides 

about education; these tests are about the past. They’re based on the fact that all children needed the 

same skills and the same knowledge to succeed which is no longer the case. To compete with machines, 

robots, we need to become more human, more individual. We don’t need to prescribe the same thing to 

all children. 

Todd Rose – The End of Average. 

Challenges that our children are facing: 1) Finding a job. (Non-alignment of knowledge and jobs).              

2) Disengagement. 

To be happy, you have to realize your own worth, to yourself and others. (Martin Seligman – Authentic 

Happiness.) 

Balance between passion and ability. 

 Low passion + low ability = avoid at all cost!! 

 Low passion + high ability = job 

 High passion + low ability = hobby 

 High passion + high ability = career 

Co-designing the learning with the children; give them a voice, offer them choices and provide support. 

Forgive your children for not being good at something and help them find their passion. Do not fix 

people, give them flexibility. 

Instruction is by machine; education by teachers. Create authentic projects that are meaningful and 

useful; ensure that the process is sustained and disciplined and that the projects are strength-based. 

You can have unproductive successes as well as productive failures. An example of an unproductive 

success is seen in Asian countries where students have high math scores but low confidence in doing 

jobs requiring math skills. 

  ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

http://zhaolearning.com/


PLENARY - TRENDS, TRUST AND TRUSTEESHIP IN TURBULENT TIMES: LEADING IMPACTFUL 

INNOVATION IN EDUCATION, David Albury, Director, Innovation Unit, UK 

3 parts: turbulent times, outcomes and leading and nurturing. 

Trusteeship: delicate balance between daily pressures and future challenges 

What is your vision, your ambition? What are the outcomes you want for your children, for the young 

people in your district? love of learning and capacity/ability to learn 

Leading and nurturing impactful innovation: encouraging experimentation, embracing diversity, 

provding support for disciplined innovation and collaboration, learning from "failure", mobilising parents 

and partners. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

GETTING SERIOUS ABOUT SCHOOL CULTURE, Dean Sharetski, Community Manager, Discovery 

Education Canada 

Difficulty to assess some of the most important learnings (courage, curiosity, innovation and; desire to 

learn about themselves, others and the world) 

We judge ourselves by our intentions. Others judge us by our impact. (frisbee; ouverture du Nouveau 

Monde) 

When the answer is both? getting students ready for college and careers or becoming better citizens? 

Learning should be fun or hard? Reading instruction vs love of learning? Questions or Answers? cultures 

of curiosity. Delight vs efficiency? Busyness or rest? (busy is not a badge of honor!!) 

Accountability is something that is left when responsibility has been subtracted. Pasi Sahlberg  

There's a tension that exists between having teachers be innovative, be responsible for their students' 

learning and the leadership coming from the district. 

Would you want to be a student in your class? a teacher in your school? a principal in your district? the 

Superintendent with this board? 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

NUTS’AMAAT SHQWALUWUN; ONE HEART, ONE MIND - Denise Augustine, Director of Aboriginal 

Education and Learner Engagement, SD79 (Cowichan Valley, BC) 

First Peoples' Principles of Learning (www.fnesc.ca- First Nations Education Steering Committee ): well-

being, relationships/connectedness, consequences, generational, indigenous knowledge, story, patience, 

identity, sacred. 

The Elder Project: interviews with Elders and books. 

http://www.fnesc.ca-/


Land Based Learning (Cowichan):  

-The teacher (math & science, very experienced) was saying that, before this program, there wasn't a 

question asked by a student that he couldn't answer; now, there's not a day that goes by that he doesn't 

get a question that he can't answer. 

-Alignment with the BC curriculum; school board is on board 

Reconciliation is about more than recognition of territory, First peoples' english; it's changing the 

organization to do things differently. 

  ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

PLENARY – MINDING THE “PUBLIC” IN PUBLIC EDUCATION, David King 

3 focal points: public education; community & democracy and trusteeship 

PUBLIC EDUCATION: Only trustees can put the "public" in public education. All education is about 

relationships, and it is essentially subjective. Public education exists for the community as well as for the 

child. 

Public school education should be universally accessible, without pre conditions of any kind or 

qualifications and the ambition of being inclusive. Diversity is a strong value of public education and it is 

celebrated. It is deliberately democratic. Its accessibility must be a right and a responsibility. 

COMMUNITY & DEMOCRACY: Local politics (trusteeship) are trust-based (citizen politics); provincial and 

federal gvt are remote and based on skepticism (party politics). 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Cross-Canada Check-in 

See the CSBA website. 

 

 


