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ASBA President’s Zone Report 

February, 2018 

 

There are a number of initiatives and newsworthy events that have occurred very recently that must be 

brought to your attention: 

 I attended the CSBA Board of Directors meeting, which was held in Calgary on January 28-29th. 

Of import was the recent decision of the Nova Scotia government to accept the 

recommendations of the Glaze Report, which recommended the dissolution of the 8 English 

school boards, while maintaining the single Francophone board. Existing boards will be dissolved 

by the end of March, and the permanent administrative structures will be in place shortly 

afterward. In the interim, the existing boards have been markedly constrained in their decision 

making ability, with virtually every decision of impact requiring ministerial approval. CSBA issued 

a press release on this issue, and well as a press conference. ASBA has been quoted within both 

the press conference and as well as subsequent media engagement. Additionally, ASBA sent out 

to board chairs the press release. 

 

This is a concerning development, and follows on the heels of other similar developments 

nationally. It will be recalled that last year, the Perrins Report in Saskatchewan contemplated 

the dissolution of school boards in favour of appointed boards, although the recommendations 

were not adopted. In Quebec, the English school boards are facing a similar call for 

disbandment. In Manitoba, following a provincial election later this year, a review of current 

school boards governance structures will occur. Additionally, in Ontario, a similar review is 

planned for this year.  

 

Despite this devastating development in Nova Scotia, the Annual CSBA Congress will go forward 

in Halifax this July. The lineup of speakers is strong, and room booking have been brisk. 

 

In discussion with CSBA President Floyd Martens, it was noted that there were a number of 

commonalities in provinces where the future of boards’ existences were contemplated. He 

noted that in all cases, the constraint of the ability to engage in local bargaining, the 

encroachment on the ability to oversee finances, and reducing local decision making were 

introduced as precursors to formal processes that have been used that have led to the 

dissolution of school boards. 

 

 Board chairs will have recently received a President’s Email which outlined a series of events 

involving ASBOA which have impacted ASBA membership. Please familiarize yourself with this 

communication. This email also includes pertinent media coverage of the Nova Scotia and 

Quebec situations. 

 

 As mentioned last month, the province is engaging Albertans in a Pre-Budget Consultation this 

month. The on line survey is open until the 9th of February. Additionally, there are two 

opportunities to participate in a town hall phone in consultation – one for northern Alberta on 
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February 6th, and one for the south half of the province on the 7th. Both run from 6:30-8:00 and 

require preregistration on the website. 

 

 Along with Vice President Darcy Eddleston, I will be representing ASBA at the first meeting of a 

multidisciplinary initiative created by AB Ed – the Advisory Committee on Building an Inclusive 

Education System. Our first meeting is February 9th. Attendees include various AB Ed officials, 

representatives from the Sheldon Kennedy Child Advocacy Centre, ASCA, the United Way, 

Inclusion Alberta, the ATA, Treaty Six, and others. 

 

 The ASBA Board of Directors will be meeting next week (February 8th) to engage in Strategic 

Planning. I look forward to reporting back to you on this crucial initiative. 

 

 The initial feedback from ASBA’s Winter Leadership Academy was exceptional. Attendees 

appreciated both the format and speakers. We are pleased that this offering has met the needs 

of our new and returning trustees. Our Summer Leadership Academy will continue to build upon 

the content presented to ensure that Alberta’s school board governors are well positioned to 

lead. 


