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BE IT RESOLVED… Alberta Education provide greater leadership in the area of English 

Language Learning (ELL) by dedicating more attention and personnel to the areas of ELL 

curriculum development and implementation, instruction, and assessment. 

 

Background provided by sponsoring board   
 

1.  Ongoing, rapid increase in the ELL population in the province 

• In 2008/2009, there were approximately 60,000 ELLs in Alberta. 

• In 2016/2017 there were approximately 110,000 ELLs in Alberta. 

• This represents an increase of nearly 100% in less than a decade. 

• Rural school divisions have been particularly impacted by this increase, often 

without the vast array of supports available to larger, urban boards. 

• In 2016/2017, the 110,000 ELL students represented 15.6% of Alberta’s 

704,890 students; this means in a class of 25 students, teachers would expect 

to serve approximately 4 ELL students in a class, at various language 

proficiency levels, along with other diverse learners in the class. 

• As we approach 20% ELL in Alberta, ensuring the success of ELL students is 

critical if Alberta is to retain its academic standing on an international level. 

 

2.  Limited Resources and Attention 

• Alberta Education currently has one employee focused on ELL. 

• The new curriculum design process has not taken into consideration the 

specific language needs of ELLs. 

• No explicit ELL curriculum is being developed to serve students who require 

specific English language acquisition instruction. 

• There is no focus on meeting the English language needs of ELLs in any of 

the new curriculum design initiatives to date. 

• A larger ELL department at Alberta Education will support the capacity 

building and understanding of ELL in the areas referred to below. 

 

 

 



3.  Outdated Curriculum 

• There is currently no provincially developed curriculum for ELL students in 

grades K – 9.  The Guide to Implementation for Kindergarten to Grade 9 

(2007) provides guidelines and sample strategies for working with ELLs, but is 

not a curriculum per se.  

• The current ELL curriculum that exists for Grades 10-12 is sorely outdated, 

having been developed in 1997. 

• Students do not receive credit for meeting the requirements in ESL Levels 1 

or 5, which essentially reduces the high school ESL curriculum to 3 accredited 

courses. 

• When students are enrolled in one of the 5 ESL courses, they are limited to 

17.5 CEUs of funding per semester. 

• Many of the Locally Developed Courses (LDCs) for ELL have been created 

by the Calgary Board of Education (CBE).  The ongoing, high number of 

requests for these courses suggest they should be considered regular provincial 

curriculum, rather than locally developed courses. 

• CBE has been very generous in sharing these LDCs with other boards, 

however Alberta Education leadership related to these courses would ensure 

equal access to high quality, consistent programming across the province. 

 

4.  Teacher Preparation and Professional Development 

• The Howard Report (2006), commissioned by Alberta Education, indicated 

the following: 

▪ “teacher knowledge of cultural backgrounds of second language 
learners and specialized knowledge of approaches to language 
acquisition are major influencing factors on achievement of ESL 
students” and  

▪ “Research indicates that teachers require explicit instruction in 
how to respond to the needs of ESL students” 

• Despite this information, ELL methodology courses remain optional at most 

Canadian universities, leaving most teachers unprepared for meeting the 

language acquisition needs of ELL students in the classroom. 

• Alberta Education leadership in the area of provincially led professional 

development would support teacher capacity in meeting the needs of this 

increasing population. 

• Professional development in the areas of curriculum development and 

implementation, ELL best practices, and benchmark assessments are all 

required. 



• A long-term, focused professional development plan designed by senior 

members of Alberta Education’s ELL staff needs to address consistent, 

coherent, research-based learning outcomes. 

• Explicit focus by Alberta Education on ELL will support further capacity 

building in all areas across the province, but in particular in suburban and rural 

areas where there is often less capacity to devote time, expertise, and attention 

to building organization understanding to best serve ELLs. 

 

5.  Additional Commentary about Standalone ELL Course  

• ELL students will play a key role in defining the future of our communities, 

and schools must set them up to become important contributors to society.   

• Teachers need to be intentional in their teaching, helping students to master 
both academic language and curriculum content. 

• Experts in the area of ELL instruction, such as Susana Dutro, strongly 
support English Language Development (ELD) time on a daily basis for 
ELLs, specifically dedicated to explicit language development, where students 
at roughly the same proficiency level are explicitly taught how the English 
language works.   

• Although only a small portion of the day, typically not longer than 30-45 
minutes, these classes would follow a scope and sequence of language skills, 
with ample time for practice. 

• Students are grouped according to proficiency level, with no more than 2 
levels in a class, under the assumption that, based on their level, these students 
would require the same explicit, direct instruction on similar topics regarding 
language use.   

• Grouping according to proficiency level would ensure students receive what 
they need in a timely manner, with specific emphasis on foundational 
language.   

• The opportunity to practice and interact with others of the same proficiency 
level also provides students an anxiety-reduced environment as everyone is at 
the same place, encouraging more interaction.   

• ELD time is in addition to content area courses, that would be provided in a 
sheltered way (ie:  through the SIOP framework). 

• ESL curriculum course development at the high school level for all 
proficiency levels is critical. 

• Level 4 and 5 ESL courses could potentially be delivered as adjunct classes, 
and would support continued language acquisition, which is required for 
academic success in high school, and beyond. 

• The development of stand-alone ELL courses does not mean a full pull-out 
program. 



• These are one-off courses to support explicit language instruction, which 
would complement the content area curriculum courses ELLs would continue 
to participate in. 

• ELL students still need to access time with English speaking, age appropriate 
peers as well, so their language can continue to develop with input from native 
English speakers. 
 

 
 
 

 


