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ASBA President’s Zone Report 

May, 2018 

It has been an incredibly busy spring, and ASBA has been heavily engaged on a number of fronts: 

 

 ASBA’s Indigenous Advisory Circle, the only one of its kind in Canada, has been well utilized, with 

members attending some zone meetings (Zone 2/3 and Zone 6) at the invitation of the zone. 

 

 Budget – At its March Board of Directors meeting, ASBA approved a draft budget, and prepared 

and circulated a Budget and Bylaws Bulletin on April 4th. ASBA utilized a live webinar, which was 

presented on April 26th. Additionally, the session was recorded and available for use subsequent 

to the presentation. Finally, there is currently a Q and A section on the website, in which any 

questions needing answering can be answered after the session and before SGM. Informal 

feedback to date has been very positive. 

 

 I participated in an Alberta Party forum on public education on the 29th in Calgary, ACSTA, ASBA, 

Private and Independent, and Charter schools were represented. The recording is available on 

the AB Party Hawkwood website. 

 

 Suzanne Polkosnik and I represented ASBA at an AB Ed Provincial Brokering Advisory Committee 

meeting in Edmonton on April 5th. At this meeting, three prototype models were reviewed (1 – 

current model, 2 – single website with opt in as needed by boards, and 3 – centralized model 

with greater by in required). These were presented as high level, general models. Principles for 

acceptability include the following: 

1. Any model must be voluntary, with opt in to whatever extent deemed appropriate by a 

board 

2. Be creative and forward thinking 

3. Focus on system benefits and opportunities 

At this point, post - secondary institutions will not be part of this offering, but will perhaps be 

included at a later date. There was discussion regarding who would receive any monetary 

benefit/rebate – the province, or the jurisdiction directly. This is yet to be determined. It is likely 

that there will be an opportunity to provide further input into a proposed model. 

 Alberta Education Business Plan consultation group – This group met initially in August, as a 

follow up to the Bill 28 consultations. Attendees include CASS, ASBOA, and ASBA. A follow up 

meeting was held with ASBA on April 13th. There was agreement that this work should continue, 

and that going forward, should include all partners in the room together. It is expected that AB 

Ed will utilize the September Zone meetings for school board consultation on the 2019-2022 

Education Business Plan. It was noted that there was agreement that there must be alignment 

between the Assurance initiative and the Education Business Plan. All were in agreement that 

this was both desirable and likely. We emphasized that local autonomy must be reflected in how 

the Education Business Plan is realized at local boards.   
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 CASS’s Third First Nations, Metis and Inuit Educational Gathering took place in Edmonton from 

April 18-20. ASBA, ASBOA and ASCA were invited as guests; we were pleased to acknowledge 

the donation on the part of CASS to support our Honouring Spirit Awards, scheduled for May 12, 

2018. These awards will be hosted by Lt. Governor Lois Mitchell and will be held at Government 

House. 

 

 On behalf of ASBA, I attended ACSA’s AGM and Convention, held from April 20-22 in Edmonton. 

As you know, ASCA circulated a table exercise related to school board trustees and governance. 

While the wording was somewhat ambiguous in terms of explicit support of school boards, the 

introductory commentary and engagement was very sincere and supportive of the work of 

boards. 

 

 As at the writing of this report, we have just received confirmation that the Classroom 

Improvement Fund has been approved again this year, which will be helpful to boards as they 

navigate their budgets. 

 

 Minister Eggen has circulated a survey specific to transportation to school boards. Boards are 

strongly encouraged to complete and submit the survey by the stated deadline of June 15th. 

 

 Looking ahead: 

April 23 – Zone 4 

April 25 – Prayer Breakfast as guests of ACSTA (Edmonton) 

April 26 – Budget webinar 

April 27 – Zone 2/3 

April 27 – Retirement dinner – Dr. Gordon Thomas (ATA) 

May 6-7 – CSBA (Montreal) 

May 9 – Zones 1, 6 

May 10-11  ASBA Board of Directors meeting 

May 19 -21 – ATA ARA 

May 25 – Zone 2/3 

May 28 – Zone 4 

June 1 -3 – PSBAA Spring Assembly 

June 4-6 – ASBA SGM 

 

 


